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ADVERTISEMENT . 


H E following authentic Pape:s were fent by Mr. 
Van Sittart to fome of his friends in England, af yj 
ed the latter end of the laft y2ar. 

»me few Extracts from them.tand fome partial quota- 

s, with a bad verfion of a Perfia°r letter or two, were 
ifhed the beginning of laft year - with how unfair 
unjuft an intention, was evident from the reflexions 

obfervations which then attended them. 

‘hey now come forth intire, and with no other 

rm than to gratify every lover of truth: which pur- 

, it is thought, they will beft anfwer, when thus 
7 given up to candid inquiry, without either nar- 
e or remark to bias the mind of the Reader. 
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uy * S * Company's wade and pri- reference. 
a x: Vvileges in four er times.— —vY™ 
Kaew si Ihe phirmaune {or grant) A, CCa. 
of King Furruckfeer, obtained aboutC b. 
1716. the year 1716—is directed to the offi- 
cers, &c. of the Port of Houghly, and 
other ports—confirms prior grants — 
Enelifh hereby exempted from pay- 
ment of cuftoms and duties on their im- 
ports and expoirts the treaty was 
made for the benefit of the Coszipanys 
mot of private per/ons — procured by 
Mir. John Surman and Kauja Sirhud, 
agents of the } n2zlith company — or- 
ders the magiftratcs of the country to 
afford fupport to the Englifh in their 
aufi concerns. 
2 Ci No new privileges of trade granted B. 
by the treaty wnich was made with 
Nieer Jaffer, by Adeairal’*\\ ation and 
Colonel Clive—it confirms the arti- 
cles agreed on before with berajah 
Doula. The trade in falt continues 
ta Dolopa to the Soren DNE of the 
oy R Country 
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1759- 


1758. 
1760. 





29 July. 
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country, and to be claimed by the 
Nabob Jaffier—his complaints of En- 
glifh encroachments. I he iame 
compiaint from the Shahzada (the 
princc) that the Englifh had begun to 
carry on a large trade in falt and betel- 
nut, and refufed to pay the duties on 
thofe articles: none of the Com- 
pany’s fervants, not the Colonel him- 
felf,. ever engaged in the trade of falt 
without the Nabob’s fpecial srant. 
Salt an unprivileger trade—complaint 
againft Mr. Chevalier. — ‘Ihe officers 
of the governo nent have an undoubted 
right to fes the Company’s duftuck 
(permit) — no other way to diftan- 
guifh between the agents of the Com- 
pany, and others ufurping the En- 
elifh name. — Mr. Chevalrer refufes 
to explain ahe commifiion under 
which he aarwd. — Mr. Sumner’s ap- 
pointment the chieffhip of Dacca. 








Mr. Van Sittart came to Bengal in 
jJuly—the diftrefied fituation in which 
he found the Company’s affairs, and 
the IWNabob’s Jaffer Aly Cawn’s — 
neither the Nabob’s own foldiers re- 
ceived their juft pay, nor (his allies) 
the Englifh—defertion of many of our 
men. — Ihe Shazada within thirty 
niles march with his whole army.— 
Death of the young avabob Miran, 
July r, being killed by lightening — 
a general plunder expected ; Col. 
Caillaud prevented it for fome time— 
great difficu'ty, the Chuta Nabob be- 
ing dead, to reftrain the tumults of 
the country fuldiexws mutinous for their 
pay — their refufal to march ; —the 
very low {tate of the treafury — 





7 Aug. ftop pus to the Company’s inveftment. 
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— Ihe current expences of the fettle- Letter of 
ment could {carcely be provided for.—— reference. 
The Burdwan and Nuddea countries —<“VW™ 
had been affigned to the Company M. N. 
from April 1758 to 60.——G reat arrears D. 
due to the Company from the Nabob 
Jaffer — the term of the affignment 
out — the lands redemanded without 
payment of the money—no refources 
for money.— The Company, taught 
to depend upon payments to be made 
to them in India fent out no money 
to Bengal. yet Madaas and Bombay 
18 July. were to receive their necefiary fums 
from Bengal.— Pondicherry invefted-- M 
no fupply for carrying onrthe fiege. 
‘Ihe fituation of affairs at Maor- 
fhedabad, where the Nabob refided, 
was {ftill more alarming — his palace, 
more than once furrounded by the 
troops, threatening the Nabob’s life 
— The Zemindars (iumordinate go- 
vernors) with-held their payments — 
by the Nabob’s inability for bufinefs, 
no hope of remedying the complicated 
evils—clafhing of government within 
overnment.—Jafier’s jealoufy of the 
englifh—his behaviour in direct vio- 
lation of the treaty—he invited and F. G, 
afafted the Dutch againit the Englifh 
—would grant the Englifh no favours 
—- his refufal to farm to them the 
Chittagong ‘province, on the fame 
terms it had ween leafed to others. 
Impoihibility of Jaffier’s government 
fubfifting — it depended folely on the I. D, 1. 
Englifa—imminent danger to both.— 
Cofim Aly Cawn, fon-in-law of K.L. 
Jnffier—abilities of Coffim—he faved 
the city from plunder, and his father- 
i3-law from deftructicon, bysthe op- 
.OMinh, fortune advancement of monty tothe H 
vr 4 foldiery 
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foldiery—he had the Nabob’s promife, Letter of 
on this occafion, to be appointed to reference. 
the vacant offices, in the room of the 
Nabob’s deceafed fon, and to be alfo 
nam:d his fucceffor. — Uncertainty of pD. 
Jaffier’s refolutions — increafe of the 
Englith influence, moft of all dreaded 
Sept. by him—Coffim came to Calcutta in 
September—converfations with him. 
— The felect committee had in view, 
Firft, to fecure to the Company a 
revenue proportionable to the in- 
creafed militarmw« expences- brought 
upon them bw their connec ions with 
the Nabob — Much iarger fupplies 
mecefiary maintain our army; 
which, beirmg employed for the fake 
of the Nabob and the coungry, fhould 
by them be paid — want of a body of 
cavalry under gur command. 
Secondly,-+t® put an end to the war 
in Bengal bya decifive action, or by P 
a treaty with the Shahzada, who 
claims the throne of Indoftan. 
zı Sept. Province of Patna not capable of fup- 
porting the Prince any longer. 

Neceffity of entering into engage- 
ments with Meer Coflim. — Critical 
ftate of the Company’s -affairs and 
thofe of the country ; Jaffier’s in- 
ability to remedy the one, and his 
difinclination to contribute any affift- 

ance to the other. 

Jaffer had already tnufed to be 
afiafinated or taken off, every mi- 
nifter and officer whom he knew to 
be attached to the Englifh — Coja 
Haddy and erchers in Nov. and Dec. 
175%, and in 175g, Rheim Cawn and 
many otħers. 

1758.- In 758, fecret negotiation of 
Jaffer’? with the Dutch, for tranf- D. 


porti 
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porting troops from Batavia into thefe Letter of 
provinces — that armament arrived reference. 
g during his vifit at Calcutta—that they ~—“W ~~» 
1759. came by his invitation was acknow- 

ledged by Colonel Clive and the 

Council, as appears from the narra- 

tive of that Dutch bufinefs, tranfmit- 

ted to the Court of Direétors, and to 

our feveral Admirals. Private in- 
{tructions given by Jaffier, contrary to 

his own public orders, relatie to the 
demolition of ghe new works at 
Chinfura. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, 
the Shahzada invaded the provinces a- 
gain, with a force more refpeétable 
tnan in the preceding year. 

Col. Clive refigned the government H. 
Feb. x. early in February, 1760. About the 

fame time, the JMorattas entered the 
province from the fouthward, and pe- 
metrated into the Burdwan country. 
----Jaffier’s puffilanimous, irregular, 
and contradictory orders to his ge- 
meral. 

d he country became a prey to the 
Morattas. 

A. {top is put to the collecting our 
aligned reven=es.—— Jaffer refufes the 
afiftance of his troops to our com- 
manding officer. 

22—24 Proofs of Jafħer’s attempting to ne- E. 
t pril. goabate a parate treaty with the 
Prince (fee .-ctters to Major Caillaud, 
in Mr. Holwell’s Addrefs, printed for 
I Becker.) 

Obftructions raifed by Jaffier, as to 
our collection of our pmts. 

Secret ireaty between the mworattas E, 
and Jaffer: 


No defign of removing J: ffier from 
the Subafhin. 









75O 


Crm. 





32 





Year. 





co nN TEN T S. 
One of the firft things agreed to be 





wget fecured by a treaty withthe Shahzada, 


i760. 





24 Aug. 
5 Oct. 





7 Aug. 





ES Sep. 





if it took place, was the maintaining 
the INabob in the pofieffion of his 








er 

erplexity of the money matters 

— diforder of the troops at Patna 

-——defertion of the Seapoys. 

Death of the Chuta Nabob — its 

confequences. 
jJ2fier’s opinion of Coffim Aly 

Pondicherry —— difficulties at 

Madras. 

State of the treafury and expences 
at Calcutta. 

Chittagong—Nabob’s refufal. 

Our force has been encreafed evér 
fince we have extended our influence 
into. the country—what force is necef- 
fary, and how to be fupported. 

i a of the Beerboon Raja. 

Nothing re mained to Jaffier in the 
whole province of Bahar, but Patna- 
Fort. 

Further deliberations on the ftate 
of affairs, the objects of which were ; 




















Firft, “T he fecuring a fund of R. 


money for the prefent and future ex- 
igencies of this fettlement, as well as 
the other two FPrefidencies. 

Secondly, The putting an end to 
the difturbances fomented and kept 
up by the Shahzada in £veral pmrts 
of thefe provinces. 

I. Q. Can this better be affected 
by continuing the prefent fyftem -ot 
oeppofing th- Shahzada ; or, 

2. By »ropafmg to him an alliance 
with th EnelMh, and part of our 
forces to paoceéd witn him to Delly ? 

That the power of the Nabob 
fhould be ftrengthened, under the im- 

mediat 
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Year. 
wm fecured by a treaty with the Shahzada, 
if it took place, was the maintaining 


aia the Nabob in the pofieffion of his 
dignity. 














24. Aug. erplexity of the money matters 
—  diforder of the troops at Patna 
5 Oct. —defertion of the Seapoys. 
Death of the Chuta Nabob —its I. 
confequences. 





ie M&er’s opinion of Cofim Aly 

Pondicherry —— difficulties at 
Madras. 

7 Aug. State of the freaiury and expences 
at Calcutta. 

Chittagong—MNabob’s refufal. 

Our force has been encreafed ever 
fince we have extended our influence 
into the country—what force is necef- 

gx Sept. fary, and how to be fupported. 

‘Revolt of the Beerboon Raja. Q. 

Nothing re nained to Jaffer in the 
whole province of Bahar, but Patna- Q. Y. 
Fort. 

Further deliberations on the ftate 
uf affairs, the objects of which were ; 

Pirtt, The fecuring a fund of R- 
money for the prefent and future ex- 
Agciicies of this fettiement, as well as 
the other two Freiidencies. 

Secondly, The putting an end to 
the diiturbances fomented and kept 
up by the Shahzada in tveral parts 
of thefe provinces. 
rr. Q., Can this better be affo.1-. 
by continuing the prefent fyflem í- 
oppofing the Shulzada 3; or, 

2. Hy sropeSiie to him an alliance 
with ta Enesl&ia, od part GF atr 
forces to proceed with him to ivelly 2 

Phar “the pewer ori the asabe 
fhould be ftrenethemed. under ih. i- 
My bs ee 








¥-5 Sep. 
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mediate influence of the Company — Letter of 
a well concerted alliance with him reference. 


might be of great ule, to acquire to 
ourtelves a large body of the Nabob’s 
troops to join with our own, in op- 
pofing any attempts of European 
Powers. 

Refolved, Yo confult Coffim Aly 
Cawn on the fubject of the great ex- 
pences, the want of money, ana the 
difficulties brought on qre € ompany 
by the tyftam of fuppa@rting the Coun- 
try zoverament with our troops. 

Muck. given up in other parts of 
India, for the fake of providing for 
the fafety of Bengal. 

Reply of Coffim Aly—He under- 
takes to remedy the diftreficd {tate of 
the Company’s affairs, andthe dil- 
orders of the country ,;;overnment, if 
the gentral manazvement of the pro- 
vince were p'aced in his hands, and 
the Nabob refcued from the influence 
of his prefent aivifers. 

Ihe ieafon was now begun for our 
forces to take tne held—fcarce a rupee 
in tne Lf reatury. 

The Company's former fuccefies 
had left thene an ettablifhment, that 
had loit the foundation on which it 
was built; a military force, propor- 
tioned to their connections and in- 
fence in the country, without the 
means of iubfiftence; a fortification 


-Segun upon the fame extenfive plan 


at a valt expence ; and ən alliance 
with a power unable tæ uppat itfelf, 
and threatening to \involy them in 
the fame ruin. 

General difaffeétion to Jaffier’s 
government — revolt of many of the 
principal Rajzs (Cor Princes) — the 

maflacre 
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maffacre perpetrated at Dacca, by the Letter of 
INabob’s order, recent in every mind. reference. 

Committee unanimoufly refolve on N/N 
a treaty with Coffim Aly, which was D31. 
executed the 27th of September. 


ARTICL ES. 


First, The Nabob Jaffer to conti- 
nue in pofiefion of his dignities, and 
all affairs to be tranfacted in his 
name 

Second, Con Aly to, he placed 
in the admiuniftrat on ot the ffairs of 
the provinces, and to have the rever- 
fion of the government. 

‘Third, Alliance offenfive and de- 
fenfive. 

Fourth, The Europeans and fea- 
poys of the Englifh army, fhall be 
ready to affift the Nabob in the 
management of all affairs. | 

Fifth, For all charges of the Com- 
pany, and of the faid army, and pro- 
vifions for the field, &c. the lands of 
Burdwan, Mlidnapoor, and Chitta» 
gong, fhall be affigned. 

Sixth, Sillet. 

Seventh, Former balances to be 

paid. 
Eighth, Lands of the Company and 
of the government, how far diftinct. 
Ninth, The refpective govern- 
ments, how far independe; t. | 
‘Tenth, Whether peace 6i'war with Y. 
the Prince, fhould be left to future de 
liberation, bek in either cafe, the pre 
fent aypre=ne™= to remain inviolable. 
Meer Cs fim fey out for Moorfheda- 
29 Sept. bad, the zgth of ‘September ; and the 
Prefident ahd Col. Caillaud, the 2d 
of Octobe: 
The {el-'4+ ommistece’s inftructions V. 


ff wa 
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Year. to Mr. Van Sittart and Colonel Letter of 
Ln eet Caillaud. reference. 
= Refolution to regulate the govern- e~r 
760. 
| ment according to the plan propofed 
—— full powers given to the Prefident 
and Col, Caillaud, to aét according 
to their own difcretion, in all circum- 
itances that may occur in this bufinefs. 
14 Oct. They reached Coffimbazar the 14th 
of October.— The Prefident’s repre- 
fentation to the Nabobk of the dan- 
gers that t#reatcuied Mme provinces on 
every fid., and of the evil adminiftra- V. 
tion of trnofe, to whom he had intruft- 
ed the management. — Mr. Amyatt’s 
account of the infurrection at Patna. 
The Nabob’s own opinion of the W“aY,c. 
hazardovws ftate of his affairs ; W,a- 
But is too much funk in indolence, Y, Y,c. 
to attempt to apply any remedy to the 
evils. 
The Prefident refolved not to ex- 
pofe Coffim to the refentment of his 
father-in-law, nor to let the old Na- 
bob himfelf fink under the weight of 
his difordered government, nor to fee 
the Englifh Army at Patna ruined for 
want of pay, nor to expofe the pro- 
vinces to the ravages of the Shahzada 
and his followers, nor tamely to ac- 
guiefce in the impending deftrudction 
of the Company itfelf. 
He rep:efents to the Nabob the 
miferies of the country, and the da- X. 
mage the Company’s affairs had re- 
ceived, from the manag ment of his 
minifters. 
Some of the grievances were ftated Y. Y,a. 
to him by Letters I. II. III. Y > 5b. 
The Nabob confeffies himfelf une- 
qual to the charge of the ora. 














z9 Oct. 








C O N TENTS. 


— his opinion of his fon-in-law. 
A AS ae E 

The Nabob will take no refolution 
or fteps to rettore his affairs—returns 
into confultation with his old adviters 
Keeniram, Monilaul and Checon. ~ 
Character ot thofe minifters — deter- 
mination formed to remove them, and 
place his fon-in-law in their ftead —— 
meatures taken for that purpofe. 

Ihe Gentoo feaft on the roth — 
the long and »ritiguing T cremonies 
which are obferved by the Cs« 1toos— 
the occafion favourable to the prefent 
undertaking — Col. Caillaud and fix 








companies of Seapoys crofs the river 


by day break.— Account of the whole 
tranfaction—feifure of the perfons of 
the Nabob’s minifters — conference 
with the Nabob. — He refigns the 
government to his fon-in-law—his re- 
fignation not expected nor defigned. 

Ihis revolution happened without 
any riot or difturbance, or lofs of any 
one life. — Jaffer Aly, by his own 
choice, goes to refide with the Englifh 
at Calcutta. 

The great and immediate advan- 

tages accruing ta the Company from 
this ftep, fo neceflary and fo happily 
executed. 
Grants for making ovar to the 
Company the countries of Burdwan, 
Midnapoor and Chittagong, a territo- 
ry very valuahbdc in the poffeffion, and 
lying cenvr ont for protection. 

Public credit reftored—money fent 
to pay th .roops -at Patna—an affift- 
ance tor the treafery at Calcutta — 
aid for Mladras, amd tor forwarding 
the recuction of Pondicherry. 

| Payment 
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av 
Year. Payment of the balances due to the Letter of 
wee Enelifh from the old Nabob. rctercnce. 
| [ Il, ill, addrefles to the Nabob =~ Y N- 
r700- Jafficr, which were  before-men- Ya: 7 40s 
tioned. Y «Gs 
Mr. Ellis was informed, by two Ay5I,c.- 


letters, of the proceedings and of the /44,173d. 
late revolution.—MIr. Eilis’s conegra- iis le 
tulations, ** Such a revolution, with 


fo little difturbamce fcarce ever hap- 


pened. 
go atid 22 Mr, Ers pichided at Calcutta 
Oct. durinta Vir. Van Sittart’s abtence. 


Nizjor jarnac arrived with Mr: 
Ellis from England, came to the Pre- 
20 OG fident at Nloradbau::, the 2oth in the 


morning — aifitted Col. Caillaud in 
preventing any diiturbance in the 
city — proceeded afterwards with the 


Col. to Patna, in order to receive 
from him there the command of the 
troops. 

Col. Caillaud ordered to join the 
army at Pondicherry. 

Major Carnac remained with the 
governor at iNJoradbaug, ’till the Ma- 
jor went to Patna, and Mir. 
Sittart returned to Calcutta. 

Major Yorke ftaid at Nloorfhedabad 


with the party under his command. 


Van 


«2 Oct. The old Nabob departs for Cal- Z. 
cutta — takes his leave with much 
chearful] nefs. 


State of the old Nabob’s treafury. 

Cofim Aly applies himfelf vigo- 
roufly tothe regulation of a “iirs. 

Syftem of prudence-and aœ -onomy. 


Mr. Ellis applies for the chieffhip 
of Patna, to which Mr. M’Guire had 
Deen appointed two months before. 
= NOV. Ane Preiident arrived in Calcutta 


the 





xvi C ONTE NT Sz 


Year. =——the next day he reported his pro- Letter of 
wew ceedings in general, and the advan- reference. 
tages acquired for the Company ——yT~ 
prefent the whole Councz/. 
Diftinétion between the Council, and 
the felect or fecret Committee. 

Minute of the 8th of November, Ps; I- 
from Mr. Verelft and Mr. Smyth, 
who were of the Councz/, and zot of the 
feleé? Committee. 

‘They ovierye, that the proceedings 
of the fecret Con.witter, wase not made 
known to the whole Counc. before 
they were carried into execut.:on, and 
exprefs themfelves, ‘* diflati fed at 
being made cyphers of, in {o critical a 
concern,” 

Reply—that the tranfaéticn is now 
ordered to be laid before the board, Cy I. 
and the reafon why the whole Coun- 
cil were not acquainted with it before 
was, beeaufe it was an affair that 
required Secrecy: and to that was 
owing the fpeedy and eafy fuccefs, 
which attended the execution of it. 

It is with fuch intent that the Court 
of Directors have appointed a felect 
committee. 

Mr. Van Sittart’s memorial, con- f>, r 

æ D = 2 = 
taining proofs, that affairs were at an 
extremity no longer to be neglected, 
without manifeft danger of having 
the province over-run, and the trade 
intirely ruined.—Some meafures mutft 

have been taken —neceffity required, 
them—th - 1tafelft, moft juftifiable, and X « Asfs 
moft cx, edirious were chofen — fuc- Cc. 

cefs atte ded them. 

1761. Ditguft taken by feveral members 

of the Council. 
H. H,a. Mr. Amyatt, chief of Patna, had 
been informed irvm time to time of 
| HLE 
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CON TERETE 


the proceedings — on which he gave 
no particular opinion, contenting 
himfelf with reprefenting the dificul- 
tics and dangers which he was him- 
{elf engaged in. 

The firt declaration of Mr. Amy- 
att’s difapprobation of the proceed- 
ings of the feleét Commiitec, and of 
a change in Mr. Ellis’s fentiments, 
appears in a minute which they en- 
tered upon the confultrations wn the 
Sth of Jante: to which Mir. Smyth 
affeented. 

They obferve, <s Pirtt, that the 
c rgafons alledged are not futhcient 
“ to convict Jafier Aly Cawn of 
<* breach of faith. 

<¢ Secandly, “The cruelties he has 
<< been guilty of, may feem fhocking 
“<< to a civilized government, but are 
“<< commen in defpotic {tates — the 
«< prefent Nabob has already fallen 
<< into the like feverities. 

<e ‘Thirdly, Ihe advantages to be 
«c derived to the Company from the 
<€ ceded provinces, will all prove 
‘s imacinary.”” 

The gentlemen of the council who 
did, and {till do approve of the late 
tranfactions with the country govern- 
ment. Reply; | 

I That there were reafons enough 
to juitify, or rather to urge the felećt 
Committee, when deliberating on the 
{tate of affairs in Auguít laft, to have 
broken off all meafures wita JafSer— 
befides the inftances thern-m-mnoned 
of his perfidy, the letter of tes Dutch 
Directore, which may be feen by thofe 
who will take the pains to examine it; 
is a full proof of his breach of faith. 


—{offim Aly was his neare{t relation 
=- -W hale 
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whofe views were in reverfion. 


Letter of 


II. They do not look upon afiafi- reference. 


nation and murders, with fuch indif- 
ference as is expreffed in Mir. Amy- 
att’s minute, nor could they fo eafily 
excufe a crime fo fhocking. “The 
pretenaced fufterers, the fon of Sirfe- 
rauz Cawn, andthe widow of Aliverdy 
Cawn, inftead of having been the 
obiects of the Nabob Coffim’s vio- 
lence, bive, and are obliged to his 
benevolence for a hewdfome main- 
tenance allowed them. 

III. As to the advantages .xcquired 
to the Company, which are all un- 
dervalued, becaufe fome have not ,et 
been collected---the fhortnefs of the 
time has prevented the receipt of fe- 
veral payments which are fettled ; 
that for Burdwan became due this 
day—the country is in our own pof- 
feffion---the profpect is fair, and the 
prefent benefits are worth mention- 
img 5 as, 

I. I he payment of the arrears due 
to the Englifh troops. 

2. Ihe affiftance to the Company 
of five lacks. 

3- Leave granted for coining Moor- 
fhedabad ficcas. 


4- Seven or eight lacks paid to the 
INabob’s troops. 

5. The troops fatisfied, and actu- 
ally in the field, and the enemy de- 
feated, which, without fuch payment, 
could not-have happened. There is 
no ross “ror blame, whether the event 
be con‘.dered, or the deliberations 
that -preceded it. The felet Com- 
mittee gave all poffible attention to 
the fituation of the Company at 
home, and of their affairs in general ; 


and 
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Year. and their neceffitics and dangers ap- Letter of 
wen mA peared fo ftriking, that there was not reference. 
a doubt but that the meafures under- “~ W™ 
taken fhould be purfued even with 
rife, which are now found fault with, 
though juftified upon principle, and 
crowned with /uccefs. 
x6 Jan. Mr. Ellis’s minute—his fentiments G, I. 

have never altered. 
9 Feb. to Inftructions fent from time tq *fme G, I. 
April. to Major Carnac, to affift the Nabob K, ı. 
in collecong his revenues from the 
great nien of the country—their rea- 
dinefs& to make ufe of the Englifh pro- 
tewtion, to fcreen them from exami- 
mation of their accounts, when in 
arrear to the government. ‘Ihis is a 
fact wail known. 


1761. 


to 





Major Carnac’s anfwers. 
He accufes the Nabob of want of L, 1. to 
courage. | IMs Is 
Difagreement between the Nabob 
and the Major. 


22 Apr. Col. Coote fet out to take the 
command of the army. 
8 May. Letter from Major Carnac, defiring 


leave to come to Calcutta in his way 
to England. 

Determines afterwards to remain 
at Patna. 











April to Evafioms and perfidy of Ramnarain N. r. to 

Aug. — will come to no account with the GCG. > 
INabob for four months together — es 
will not explain himfelf — was three 


years im arrear to the gc ernment — 
is deputy governor ( Naib ) of. the 

Patna province—fepportea in his dif- 
‘6 June. obedience — heavy complaints of the 5,1,¢- 
Nabob againft the Colonel and Major. 5;15g.- 

A remarkable occurrence in the 

Nabob’s army. 
b 2 The 
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Year. The Colonel, very early in the Letter of 
Sn morning, with horfemen and Seapoys reference. 
1761. entered the Nabob’s encampment — -~ Vv ™ 
marched through the tents with a 5, T, h. 
cocked piftol in each hand. Se Ls = 

The Colonel’s own account of the V, r. 
affair, im which he denies the piftols V. 1, a. 
were cocked. 





The Governor’s Minute. 
26 June. Particular directions, the 1r7th of I, r. 
ay, that Ramnarain irmouid be re- 
garded as the deputy of the gg 
ment of Mcecorfhedabad tit he 
fhould give the Nabob a faithful a-- 
count of his outf{tanding balances, anu 


2© July. that the INabob fhould fend his own 





people to collect them. ee 
21 June. Major Carnac’s tranfactions on his I,2. K,2. 
march with the Shah. Don E 


Orders of the India Company, and Y,1.X,1- 
the eftablifhed cuftom, that no difient 
to any letter from the board, fhould 
be figned on the face of the letter it- 
felf——prudence and policy of that or- 
der—tranfereffions of it. H, 2. 
Correfpondence with the Princes of 
the country government to be car- 
ried on in the name of the Prefident. 
IViaxims of the Mogul empire. 

Sept. The Colonel and the Major recal- 
led to Calcutta. 

A great change happe.:s in the 
Council, in confequence or Letters 
from Europe. 

Mr. Ellis advanced to the chieffhip 
of Patna. 

22 Sep. Inftructions to 4r. Ellis, princi- L, 
pally to tollow the cautions received 
from the Court of Direétors----xot to 
protec? the fervants ef the INabob againfèi 
their mafler.---- And Dy no means to 
imterfere in any of the affairs of the 

country 








Near. 
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M, = 
country government, or the pceop.c 


ww belonging to it. 


EVORs 


5762. 
Jan: 


22 jan. 


4 Feb. 


10 Feb. 


Feb. 


4 Feb. 


Mr. Ellis arrived at Patna avout 
the middle of November---his preju- 
dices and violence of temper ---~- tends 


to Capt. Carftairs an order to feize 
and imprifon an officer of the govern- 
ment, named Munferam---the Nabob 
was then about forty miles otř- --C’apt. 
Carftairs hefitates to execut& the 
order. 

Letter from the IWabob toS antri 
Wir Eis- 

etter from Mer. Ellis to 
che Nabok. 

The perfon mentioned in Mer. 
Ellis’s letter to have been fent a pri- 
foner to Calcutta, was an cfiicer of 
the Nabob’s----his name was Coja 
Antoon---he had been accufed of pur- 
chafing five maunds of falt-petre: to 
an{wer for this crime, he was fent 900 
miles, and after a confinement of 
three months, was delivered over to 
farther punif{MNment. Another charge 
acainft this perlon was, that he had 
given a certificate of fome goods 
having been duly paft, which was a 
contempt of the Company’s duftuck. 
Diftingétion between the trade ot the 
Croompany, and the concerns of private 
mercha@nts----every {trugele made by 
the coantry peopie againít the oppret- 
fions and extortions of the privute 
Engl: b Gomaftahs trade, was imme- 
diately conftrued as an attack upon 
the Company’s rights. 

_ ds@tters of the Nabob’s received in 
February’. 

Information (which proved to be 
falle) given to Mr. Uis, that two 
deferters had taken fhelter in the fort 


bctween 
them. 


D3 of 


XNE 


I.etter cr: 
reterence. 
a T 


ds 2s LIS: 
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Year. of Mongheer, then governed by Shu- Letter of 
i—“v~ jan Sing, as Deputy (Naib) to Coja reference. 
Gregore. Mr. Ellis applied to Ra- | Y NS 
jebullub, the Naib of Patna, for an R, 2. 
order to deliver up the deferters, and S,2. I ,2. 
contenting himfelf with a verbal re- 
ply of the meffengers, immediately A, 3. 
fent a company of Seapoys to fearch 
the-fort, amd take the deferters. Ais 35 Ce 
Ihe Seapoys appear before the fort d.e. 

----Shujan Sing carried twa of them 
into the fort, and fhewed them every 
22 Feb. place about it---no deferters were to 

be found, in fact there were none.-. 

Mr. Ellis {till infifted that he woula 

not recall his forces, till two ferjeants 

fhould have been admitted to fearch 

the fort. Joofe as is the country 

difcipline, Shujan Sing apprehended 

it to be his duty, neither to admit the 

party into the fort nor the ferjeants--- 

his refufal. This was termed the 

higheft excefs of infolence in Shujan 

Sing----the party remained for three 

months----mutual complaints on this 

fubject. 

Whilft this affair depended, ano- V, 2. 
ther difpute arofe.---Mr. E'lis {tations W,2. 
Seapoys., 

27 Apr. At length the Nabob admits Lieut. 
Ironfide, two Seapoys and a ferjeant 
---they fearch the fort. 

Thefe, and fuch like difputes, take 
up the greateft part of the correfpon- 
dence beewcen the Prefident and 
Council, and the Nabob. 

The Prefident was in continual ap- 
prehenfior, that the moft defperate 
meafures would take place---makes it 
his ftudy, by moderation, to abate 
the violent fpirit which prevailed--- 

forbears 


1762. 








Year. 


1762. 
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forbears to make any remarks on the 
íteps which had been taken by Mer. 
Ellis, and could not then be prevented 
--- endeavours to keep things quiet 
upon the footing they were, until he 
could agree with the Nabob upon 
fome method of removing the occafion 
which had been taken to fet thefe dif- 
putes on foot. Whatever ccnficence 
the Nabob might have in the mo 
ration of the Prefident, yet, as feveral 
of the Nabob’s letters teftify, he knew 
that he depended on the will of many, 
and æi re of thofe, his irreconcileable 
ene nies. ‘hoffe who were diiaf- 
fected about his perfon, feifed the op- 
portunity of attempting his life, and 
overfetin? his government---the con- 
{piracy was carried on by Seetaram 
Dewan and others.----As foon as the 
INabob had full proofs of the tranf- 
action, he fummoned Sectaram into 
his prefence, and charged him with 
his crime before feveral hundreds of 
people, and appealed to the afiembly 
for their fentence on him, who ad- 
judged him, and the refit of the con- 
{pirators, guilty of death. 

Some letters tranimitted by Mr. 
Batfon to the board—evident marks 
of forgery in them.—Agreed to carry 
on an enquiry with the greateft fe- 
crecy—which produced a further de- 
tection or their forgery. —— ‘I hings 
could not long continue upon the 
point to which they were brought. 

The Prefident judges, that the beft 
way to put an end -to the ditien-ions 
and jealoufies, would be to fend a 
perfon, in whom the WNabob had 
great confidence, to aflure him there 
was no intention of breaking with 

b 4 him, 
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Year. him, and to advife him to forget Letter of 


we what had pafied. reference. 
I702.- Mr. Haftings deputed for this pur- Snr 
35 Mar. pofe—his initruétions. B, 3. 


Motion made by Mr. Amyatt, to B; 3.4. 
ingraft on thefe infitructions to Mr. 
Eiaitings, a demand to be made on 
the Nabob for twenty lacks of rupees*, 
which he had formerly, after his ac- 
celilon, offered to the Governor and 
the members of the felet Committee, 
and which they had refufed. — T he 
paper or bond, containing the offer 
of this fum, was returned rcs the 
INabob by the Prefident, the mom nt 
he knew the contents of it. Ihe 
gentlemen of the felet Committee, 
intirely approved of the Prefiaenr’s re- 
fufal of the offer; it is now moved, 
that the money fhould be demanded 
of the Nabob, ** And in cafe he re- 
& fufes payment on account of the 
< bond’s being returned, that he 
fhould be made to underftand, that 
it was returned without proper au- 
s% thority.” For the arguments on 
each fide, fee 

Upon this occafion, and fome 
others, a motion was made for calling 
Major Carnac to the board — The 
Company’s inftruéctions in their 64th 
paragraph, of the 13th wf Mareh, 
1761, giving him a place at the 
Board, and in the feleét Committee, 
in affairs where military matters are B, 3,b. 
under debate. A a 

‘Ihe majority’ of the board agree, = ve 


that the demand fhould be made on 
ahe Nabob. 





B, $> -* 


5, 3545C< 








* A lack of rupees is about 12,500]. 


Dir., 





oS On TF WNW &] & xx? 
Year. Mr. Elaftings fet out on this com= Lerter of 
aw? TMM, And arrived at Parna the od reference. 
1762. of May———his converfation with. the —"V™w 
9 April. Nabob, who expretied much diflatif— 
2iMiay. faction that he fhould be charged with 
entertaining a jealoufy of the Enelifh 
and deties him to mention one in- 

itance of his having betrayed a want CAE 

of confidence in the Company, or 

deviated from the treaty with them. 

“< itis true, he added, he had frequent 

fubject of complaint againitt the En- 

glih dependents, but that made no 

altera ton in his engagements with 

thea principals :” he defired that any 

or nis people might be named, who 

were fufpected of having created dif- 

ferences between him and the En- 

elifh, and declared, if they were found 

guilty, he would put them ts death A 

at the fame time, he {poke very warm- 

ly of the a&éts of violence committed 
on his fervants by Mr. Ellis. 
The Nabob’s anfwer to the demand © 
of twenty lacks. : 
x2 May. The Nabob was well acquainted CC, 2, f. 
' with the power of the board, and the 
conflitution of the Company’s govern- 
ment in India. 
Arrival of the Company’s general 
letter to Bengal, dated 19th June, 61. 
Containing, 

April. E'xprefiions of the higheft fatisfac- D. 23 
tion, ** In this happy event.” Speak- 
ing of the revolution in 1760. 

May. Another letter arriyed of a fubfe- 
quent date, 30th of Sept. 1761, in 
which they fpeak of the me efures 
taken as unavoidable. 

July. Difputes ftill continue between the 
INabob and Mr. Fllis—ill effects re- 
fulting from them—endeavours to pre- 


vent 


53 :Viay. 
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vent them. 
contention is, 
‘The private trade. 

Which is the inland trade, carried 
on by private perfons, on their own 
credit and bottom, in commodities 
produced in the country, and again 
fold in the fame country.—The Eaft 





A principal matter of 





‘India Company, a collective body of 


foreign merchants incorporated—pro- 
cure from the Mogul at a great 
price, by their agents, a freedom from 
duties (except at the port af Surat) 
for all goods belonging to am col- 
jective body. 

They did not lay out the money ou 
the community for the benefit of 
private merchants, but for the benefit 
of the Company. 

‘The private trade confitts of goods 
not fit for exportation, but which are 
again fold in the country 3 or it con- 
fifts of articles which are funds appro- 
priated, and paid into the exchequer 
of the country government. 

‘The Company never impowered 
their fervants to deal in this trade, 
though they fometimes over-looked it, 
unlefs when attended with incon- 
veniencies to themfelves ; upon fuch 
occafions, from time to time they 
iffued orders forbidding ic. 

As the Company never dealt in 
thefe branches of commerce for them- 
felves, their duftuck was never grant- 
ed to pafs them free of duties, nor of 
courfe could it with juftice be given ; 
and when their fervants or agents 
dealt in this trade, they did not deal 
as agents of the Company, but as 
private merchants tranfacting their 
oOwn COMncernis. 


If 
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reference. 
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Year. If the Company’s duffuck did not go Letter of 
Ler with fuch goods, of confequence the reference. 
goods were liable to all duties ufually ~e ^nr 
paid by private traders, or the natives 
themfelves. 

July. It never could be intended by the 
Mogul King, that private foreign mer- 
chants fhould be upon a better footing 

than private mative merchants. 

If any fet of private foreign mer- 
chants could deal in all goods produ- 
ced in the country, and fold in any 
part of the fame country, free from 
all dutie (while at the fame time all H, 3- 
duties «vere paid by the natives) the 
foreigners muft in confequence keep 
the whole trade to themfelves, and 
the government of the country muft 
alfo lofe the whole of the duties. 

Or if the duftucks were forged, or 
if they were bartered or fold to the H, 3, a. 
natives, the fame lofs of all duties 
would be felt by the government. 

By the trade in goods zmported or 
exported, the country government are 
gainers, and fo is the Company ; 
by the private inland trade carried on 
by foreigners, the country govern- L, 3,42. 
ment are in every inftance lofers, and 
the Englifh Company can get nothing 
by it. 

This trade, unlefs it be quite a- 
bolifhed, or wifely regulated, muft be 
the fource of continual difputes. 

It never can be fettled, unlefs the 
boundaries of the Company’s jurif- 
diction, and the country government’s G,3,L 
authority, be fixed. . D, 4,2 

If the Company could fet up a title 
to, and could actually take pofieffion 
of the whole province of Bengal, they 
could not garrifon or protect it. 


1762. 
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CON TF EAT >Ü 


If they do not take pofleffion of the 
whole province, and the government 
cannot have the fruits of its duties 
and revenues, there wiil itill be per- 
petual fources of difpute. 

Nor can any Adogul or Nabob, or 
the fubjeéts of either, be contented 
with the refidence of tuch guefts ; and 
the whole continent, for their own 
interefts, will. be ready to join againít 
them. 

Debates upon the fubject of trade 
—the nature and extent of it——the 
power of our faétors (goma. ahs) and 
their right of ufing force in th `r own 
concerns, with matters of a fimiular 
kind, are inferted at large. 

Variety of opinions—agreement in 
one, that redrefs was greatly wanted; 
for, 

Private factors ( gomaftahs) fet 
themfelves up for judges of caufes, 
particularly where their own interefts 
were concerned, or that of their 
mafters ; beating and binding officers 
of confiderable itation in the country 
g-overnment—foldiers and Seapoys at- 
tending their orders — they forcibly 
took away goods, they dealt in all 
merchandize, fixed their own prices, 
extorted payment, „hoifted Englifh 
colours, forged pafies, would give no 
account of themfelvés — fhops were 
fhut up — villages abandoned — and 
nothing was heard of but outcries on 
the one hand, againft the tyranny and 
oppreffiions of the Englifh and their 
~omattahs 5; and on the other, againft 
the infolence and encroachments of 
the Nabob and his officers. 

Fhe Nabobecame to Mongheer — 
Mr. Haftings returned to Calcutta. 
Dan~ 
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Dangerous illnefs of the governor 
for two months — during this time 
grievances were encreafed, and a 
great number of complaints made. 

It is agreed, that the governor, at- 
tended by Mir. Haftings, fhould pay a 
vilit to the Nabob, and regulate af- 
fairs with him. 

They fet out from Calcutta, and 
arrived the 3d of November at Moor- 
flhhedabad. 

Letter from the Governor to the 
Council. 

‘The board having received accounts 
of duties on private inland trade, fcnd 
them cto the governor, ‘** That Zzp 
“<< may be of ferwice to him, in Jinsi; 


<< fettling thefe matters upon a json. 


<< plan.” 

Accordingly, on his arrival at Mon- 
gheer (the goth) he had frequent 
converfation with the Nabob, and 
made inquiries of every kind, jointly 
with Mr. Haftings, that he might, 
before his return, fettle matters finally 
upon a folid plan. 

‘The joint letter of the Prefident 
and Mr. Haftings to the board, con- 
taining the plan of the regulations to 
prevent the many com;/aints, and the 
abuies of the private trade—this plan 
corre{fponds, in a great meafure, with 
that of the 18tn of May, 1762. 








The articles of the intended agrec- 
ment. 


I. For the Company’s imports and 
exports, the Company’s duftuck (pafs) 
fhall be granted — refpeét to be peid 
to 1f. 

Il. For the private trade, the pafs 
of the government fhgll be given. 

KIL. 
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Year. III. At the time of taking out the Letter of . 
ev _laft--mentioned pafs, the duties fhall reference. ~ 
ya be paid according to the rates which ~rr 
Daes teat te d to thi 
aa e annexed to this agreement. 
Decem. IV. The duties fhall be paid once 
for all, fo that there fhall be no de- 
lays on the road, or at the place of 
fale. 

V. If any frauds fhall be commit- 
ted, notice fhall be immediatcly fent 
to the neareft Englifh factory, and to 
the neareft officer of the government. 

VI. If any perfon attempts to país 
goods, without a duftuck for inland 
trade—feifure—and notice # given 
to the neareft Englifh factory, m4 to 
the officer of the government. 

VII. Goods without g duftuck at- 
tempted to be clandeftinely pafied in 
company with boats or goods having 
a duftuck.— 

VIII. The gomattahs (factors) in 
every place, fhall carry on their trade 
freely, and as merchants.—In cafe of 
any difpute on either fide, application 
fhall be made to the officer of the 
government, and juftice fhall be done. 

Ix. If the gomaftah thinks himfelf 
aggrieved, he fhall' ‘complain to his 
principal, and his principal, according 
to cuftom, fhall appeal to the prefi-- 
dency, and redrefs fhall be obtained. 

The rates (mentioned in article III.) 
were fixed at nine per cent. which was 
lefs than had been paid by the En- 
elifh themfelves at Luckypoor, in 
their private. trade, as appears from P = ee 
the extract of the letter fent by the nae 
bo=urd to the Prefident, when they gave 
him directions finally to fettle thefe 
matters upon a folid plan, (the 1rsth 
of November, G2, P, 3.) and it was 

much 
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Year. much lefs than was ufually paid by Letter of 
ey’ other merchants in their private trade ; reference. 
befides that, the inconvenience was = nr rm3 
avoided of making a diverfity of pay- X, 3. 
ments, which other merchants were 
Dec. fubject to. “I he Prefident, therefore, 

thought he was doing a great fervice 
to the Englifh merchants, by efta- 
blifhing a right to a trade, which had 
always before been difputed, and he 
knew that the profits on that trade 
would bear fuch a Charge, without the 
leait caufe of complaint. The Na- 
bob having fet on foot an expedition 
again‘! Betea and Napaul, which he 
inte tded to command in perfon, 
waited only the Prefident’s taking leave 
of him, to fet out. In order therefore 
to bring the bufinefs to a conclufion, 
he fummed up all his complaints and 
26 Dec. propofals in a letter, the 26th of Dec. 
and the Prefident immediately wrote 
him an anfwer, affuring him, that the 
regulations agreed on fhould be efta- 
blifhed, and that orders fhould be 
fent in confequence, to all the fubor-— 
dinate factories. At the fame time, 
the Prefident defired, that the Nabob 
would give him orders to all his offi- 
cers, directing them to act in confor- 
mity to thefe regulations, which or- 
ders fhould be forwarded with the 
Prendent’s irom Calcutta. An exact 
tranflation of the Na2abob’s Letter, 
I, 3-—An exaét tranflation of the 
Governor’s anfwer, T, 25 Bs 
1763. ‘The day after the _delivery of this 
letter to the Nabob, the Prefident took 
his leave of him and proceeded tao Pat- 
Jan. 1. ma, where he arrived the rit of Janu- 
ary 5 there he conferred with Mr. El- 
lis, and found that his animofity to 
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Year. the Nabob had taken root too deep to Letter of 
Cen eee? be moved, and faw but little hopes of references, 
1763. the poifibility of a reconciliation. oN 
He ftayed five days at Patna, dur- 
7 Jan. ing which time the Nabob’s Deputy 
laid before him fome complaints, and 
requefted his directions to prevent dif- 
putes in future. The Prefident fettled 
moft of thefe points with Mr. Ellis.— 
What they principally differed about 
was. The Burbunna gate of the ci- 
ty, and the gunge or market. ‘The 
Burbunna gate was a {mall wicket in 
g Jan. the north-weft quarter of the city of 
Patna. The gunge was a market fet U, 3- 
up without any right, grant, or ol lar 
either from the Company, or the Na- 
bob, an authority fuch as no private 
perfons can be allowed ; and it proved 
a continual caufe of conteft with the 
country government for the advantage 
of particulars. 
14. Ja The Prefident arrived at Cofimba- W, 3. 
zar in his way to Calcutta—On the 
road he received a letter from the 
Council, dated 27th of December, be- 
ing an anfwer to his own, and Mr. 
Haftings’s joint letter of the 15th of 
December. If that letter could have 
been fortunately received in time, yet 
the propofal there-mentioned, of leav- 
ing Mr. Haftings with the Nahbob, 
could have been ofno ufe, asthe Nabob 
at that time would have been fetting 
out on the expedition againft the king- 
dom of Napal. The Nabob’s whole 
military force -at this period of time 
was fixteen thoufand horfe, and three 
battalions of Seapoys: at the time of 
his accefhon to the fubafhip, his army, 
as it tood on the books of the govern- 
ment, 
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Year. ment, was upwards of ninety thoufand Letter of 
men. reference. 
J 1763- CJS overnor’s letter to the Council--- 
a5 Jan. Mahomed Aly---high duties paid by Xs 3- 
the Patna and others of the country 
merchants. 
The Prefident fet out in hafte the 
16 Jan. 16th of January from Coffimbazar, 
upon the news of ‘the French fhips in 
Ballafore road, and arrived in Cal- 
"8 Jan. cutta the 1Sth. 

In the mean time, the Nabob had 
haftily difpatched copies of the Prefi- 
dent’s Letter, into all parts of the 
countrys, with general orders for their 
Sisiervance, without waiting for the 
Prefident’s arrival at Calcutta, from 
whence ft had been agreed the Na- 
bob’s Letters, by him delivered to the 
Prefident, fhould have been forward- 
ed together with circular letters from 
the Board to the factories. One of 
thefe copies being delivered by the 
INabob’s officer at Dacca, to the chief 
of the Factory there, was by him im- A, 4. 
mediately fent to the Board, with the 
addition of a letter filled with agegra- 
vated complaints of the encroach- Y, 3. 
ments upon what was called, our pri- 
wileges. “Khe Prefident’s letter, which D, 4,a 
contained the regulations, was tranf{- 
late= into Englifh with a pedantic B, 4. 
fingularity of ftile, and an affected 
exaggeration of fuch pafiages, as were 
called by the Board, an attack upon 
their rights. Major Carnac was de- 
fired to affift at the’ Board, that he 
might contribute his cenfure upon the 
Prefident’s regulations ; and a refo- D, 4, a. 
lution was taken to call down all the 
members of the Board, from the fub- 
ordinate factories to the Jam 
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Year. Copy of a letter from Mr. Cartier Letter of 
yon to the Council, (9th of January) ex- reference-. 
laining the intention of his letter to 
r703; dhe Nabob’s collector at Dacca, Ys 3- 
January. which the Prefident had mentioned to 
the Council, JDDec. T5; (Q, 2:) with 
a defire that they fhould prevent the 
all confequences that would  refult 
from fuch liberties, affumed by pri- 
vate perfons, to threaten the Nabob’s 
officers with the effects of the Englifh 
power ; the Company having exprefly 
forbid letters to be written to the 
country government by any perfon 
excepting the Prefident, or with his 
approbation ; and the Company’s de- 
fign is to keep up the authority of 
their own government. 
Relative to the fame fubject, from Z, 3. 
Meff. Hay and Johnftone. 
Copy of the Governor’s minute. 
xt Feb. In which he anfwers the objeétions D, 4, a. 
to the regulations, and takes little 
notice of the indecent inveéctives a- 
gain{ft himfelf. 
Web. Though the Prefident had reafon to 
be offended at the Nabob’s hafte and 
want of thought, aad for the ill- 
judged power which he had fo fudden- 
iy put into the hands of his officers 
before the Prefident’s arrival in Cal- 
cutta, to fend circular letters From 
the Board, yet he ufed every argu- 
ment, in all his letters to the Nabob, 
that might remove the alarm given 
him by the extraordinary appearances 
in Calcutta, and to perfuade him to 
avoid furnifhing, by any act of refent- 
ment, an occafion for open hoftilities 
againít him. Unhappily, the jea- 
Joufies had arifen to fo great a height, 
that fuch palliatives had no longer 
their 
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Year. their effect, and from this period, the Letter of 
I— y Prefident had not only to contend reference. 
with the violence of the gentlemen S f™< 
1703. who had now the rule of our affairs, 
Feb. but the unconquerable diftruft of the 
INabob. 

Accordingly the remaining extracts 
from the confultations, will fhew the 
fteps by which the breach was widen- 
ed, and a daily increafe of authority 
thrown into the hands of the fubcerdi- 
mate factories ; until at length Mr. 

Ellis thought himfelf at liberty to be- 

gin the war, by the attack of the city C. 6 
of Patna, which was furprifed and ?° `“ 
taken without refiftance by our troops, 

(in the night of the 24th of June, 
1763) and, by the diforderly beha- 
viour of the troops engaged in the 
plunder of the place, was retaken by 

a {mall detachment of the Nabob’s 
people the next morning. 

In the mean time our fubordinate K, 4. 
factories had daily opportunity of ” 
making frefh complaints to the Board, 

of the interruptions of their bufinefs, 
which was always done with fuch ex- 
aggerations, as ferved to increafe the 
flame. 

It was pretended, that our weavers cS 8. 
could not be protected, becaufe the 
Piefident had forbid protecting the 
dependents of the country government. 

The dependents of the country govern- 
ment, are plainly thofe who hold offi- 
ces, trufts, or rents under the govern- 
ment, and there is an eftablifhed di- 
{tinction between zbem and the wea- 
vers, who are regarded as depéndents 
of the merchants that employ them; A. 
and this isa diftinétion well known 

Cc 2 to 
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Year. to all but thofe, who through paffion Letter of 
uN Will not know it. reference. 
= As the officers of the country go- 
1703- vernment began now to take advan- 
Feb. tage of our diffentions, and the Board 
had refolved not to confirm the regz- 
lations propofed in the Governor's letters 
he wrote to the Nabob, that other Foa 
regulations would foon be made by the 

Council, and defired he would fend 
orders to his officers, to reftrain them 
from exercifing any acts of violence 
or injuftice, towards the Englifh 
agents and gomatftahs. 
15 Feb. Mor. Amyatt’s minute, and the an- F, 4- 
{wer to it. 
The general Council affembled the 
r5th of February ; it confifted of the 
following members, the Prefident, 
Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Batfon (chief of 
Coffimbazar) Mr. Billers (chief of 
Luckypoor) Mr. Cartier (chief of 
Dacca) Mr. Haftings, Mr. Johnftone 
(chief of Burdwan) Mr. Hay, Mr. 
Marriott, and Mir. WV atts. T heir 
bufinefs, or at leaft their firft bufinefs, D, 4. 
was to fettle a plan for carrying on 
their private trade: the Council was 
opened by a motion from Mr. Amy- 
att, that IWajor Carnac fhould be fum- 
moned to fit as a member of this 
Council. The Major was, by the 
Company’s appointment, te bea mem- 
ber of the Board, when military af- C, 4. 
fairs only were under debate ; the Prefi- 
dent diflented from this motion, and 
fo did Mr. Haftings, and Mr. Watts 
—but when it was determined that 
Major Carnac fhould fit as a member 
of the Board; the Prefident moved, 
that Major Adams fhould fit alfo, as G, 4; 
it was cuitomary upon all occafions 
to 








i Ail 
D, 45 4- 














18 Feb. 
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to fummon both, when it was neccf- 
fary to fummon ezther ; and the Prefi- 
dent thought that Major Adams, from 
his good temper, his mild and unam- 
bitious difpofition, and his coolnefs 
in debate, would at leaft contribute, 
upon all occafions, as good affiftances 
to the confultations of the Beard, as 
any other military officer whatever. 

Mr. Amyatt’s Minute and the Anfwer. 

The Prefident continues to try every 
means of preventing the dangerous 
confequences he apprehended to the 
Company’s affairs from violent mea- 
fures He therefore avoided every 
word that could inflame. 

Hie hoped, that the Nabob mignt 
be induced to confent to, and rather 
fubject his government to fome lofles 
and inconveniencies, than engage in a 
war, to his znevitable ruin and the Cer- 
pany's great detriment. 

He therefore gives up, as far as 
pofible, his own opinion tothe Board. 

Major Carnac claims the command 
of the detachment ftationed at Patna : 
which he had quitted by an order of 
the Board the 6th of Jurie. 

The gunge or market, mentioned 
inthe letter from the Chief and Coun- 
Cli at Patna to the Board, is confider- 
ed in 
The confultation (TT eb. 18) together 

with, 

I. Ihe regulations fettled with the 
INabob by the Prefident. 

2. Ihe Burbunna gate at Patna. 

3- Ihe difpofition of the troops 
and major Carnac’s letter. 

Contultation (Feb. 22) on the fame 
fubjcét. 

Agreed, the feveral members of the 

c 3 Board 
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Year. Board fhould prepare their opinionsin Letter of 


NANS writing.—Coimpare March r. reference. 
1763. Refolved, that we have a right to ve 
I ħjar, trade in falt, betel-nut, and every 2 4- 


other article of zgnland trade duty free, 
and with the Company’s duftuck, e- 
quaily with the forezen trade. 

Agreed, at the fame time, that 
fomething fhould be paid to the Na- 
bob, in conformity to the ufual prac- 
tice, not as the Nabob’s right, but as 
an indulgence to him from the Board. 
d herefore there fhall be paid on fale 
two anda half per cent. 

Ihe Nabob returned from the Na- 
pal expedition, where he had been de- 
feated ; his letters (22d and 26th of 
rep.) 

TI he Prefident’s letter to the Nabob, 
explaining the refolutions of the Board, 
written in theufual form of the coun- 
try correfpondence ; without expref-— 
fing on the face of it, any diffents 
there might have been in Council. 

It is moved, that the letter fhould 
be written to him by the Board, that 
the Nabob might be informed, that all 
power belonged to them; but this 
was Over-ruled, upon proof that he 
knew, and hada long while known, 

Mar. that all power did belong to the 
Board. 

Difputes were now come to fuch a 
height, that it was neceflary either to 
put an endto them by a peaceable 
negociation, or to declare an open 
war with the Nabob.—It was agreed, 
thatone of the members of the Boafd 
fhould go on a deputation to the Na- 
‘bob. Mr. Amyatt offered himfelf 
for the fervice, which was unani-_ 
moufly accepted, and, at his own re- 


queft, 


N, 4- 


N, 4, a. 


N, 4 b. 





C ONTEN T S XXXİX 


Year. queft, Mr. Hay was afterwards join- Letter of 
wg ed with him in the fame commiffion. reference. 
Letters from the Nabob (5th of o~~ 
g March March 1763) in which he defcribes O Mig ti 
the ftate of his country, and his ap- oO. 4s b 

i proaching ruin. — 
April. From Dacca advices arrived of a 
fray between the officers of the go- 
vernment anda party of Seapoys, that 
were fent to releafe fome boats that 
had been ftopped at Jaffier gunge, in 
which the brother of the Chokydar (Col- D 4- 
lector of the cuftoms) was flain or 
dangeroufly wounded. The fame day 
a letter came from the gentlemen at 
Patna with intelligence, that they had 
fent an officer with three companies 
of Seapoys to Aow, to free the bu- 
finefs of the Factory, and to feize 
fome perfons who had gtven them in- 
terruptions. ‘I his the officer effect- 
ed, taking Afhbur Cawn, the Nabob’s 
Collector, prifoner, whom he carried 
to Patna, and left a guard of 12 Sea- 
poys at ‘I aajepoor, to take care of the 
Company’s falt-petre.—TDIhé Nabob 
ancenfed at this attempt, made almoft 
before his eyes, in the firft impulfe of 
his paffion, fent out a party of 500 
horfe to intercept the Seapoys and re- 
leafe his officer, but arriving too late 
fox this fervice, they marched agarnft 
the fmal] detachment at ‘I aajepoor 
and attacked it. “The Seapoys defend- 
ed themfelves with great bravery, but 
four of the number being killed, the 
reft fubmitted,and were carried prifon- 
ers before the Nabob, who contented 
himfelf with reprimanding thre Go- . 
maftah for being the inftrument of 
fuch an infult on his dignity, and dif- 
: = 4 miffed 
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Year. miffed him.—The Nabob’s behaviour Letter of 
Uan upon this occafion fhews how much reference. 
he was irritated, and at the fame time r~r > 
37023- how careful he was, even upon the 
March greateíft provocation, to avoid coming 
to extremities.—Mr. Ellis was credu- 
lous enough to believe upon this occa- 
fion, that the Nabob was refolved to 
march from Pounerac, where he then 
lay encamped, and to attack the Fac- 
tory, as appears by the Patna letter 
(15th of March)—but the Nabob pro- O, 4,€. 
ceeded direétly to Mongheer, and put 
an end to the fufpicions of him. 

Day after day frefh difturbances P, 4. 
happened, which fcarcely need to be 
marked out particularly, as they are 
mo more than might naturally be ex- 
pected, in a kingdom where there fub- 
fitted two diitinét governments, each 
iffuing out orders oftentimes contra- 
dictory, and each requiring obedience. 

It may be proper, however, to men- 
tion one occurence, as it was the fub- 
ject of great debate in the Council.— 
in the Prefident’s letter to the Board 
(S,3.) he mentions, thatin the courfe 
of the conferences witk the Nabob, 
upon the fubjeét of the duties the Na- 
bob obferved, that if the Englifh Go- 
mattahs were permitted to trade in all 
parts and all commodities cuftom free, 
his cuftoms would be of fo hittle value 
to him, that it would be much more 
for his intereft to lay trade entirely o- 
pen ; and colleét no cuftoms upon any 
kind of merchandize, which would 
draw a number of merchants into his 
country ; and at the fame time <€ it 
<< would effectually, he added, cut 
«c off the principal fubjyect of the dif- 

€c putes 


Wear. 


1763. 


23 Mar. 
20 Mar. 


28 Mar. 


I4 Apre 


3S Apr. 


20 Apr. 
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€c putes which had difturbed the good 
cec underftanding between us.””?—This 
defign he now actually put into execu- 
tion. 

A perfonal afperfion and the anfwer. 

“I wo letters from the Nabob, com- 
plaining of the injuries done him by 
the Board, and the infults to which 
he was daily expofed, in very warm 
and expreffive terms. 

Skirmifh near Gyah—Patna letter 23d 
of March. 

Confultation April 1, 1703- 

Obfervations on the Nabob’s let- 
ters. 

Agreed, that Mefi. Amyatt and 
Hay, fhould proceed as far as Coffim- 
bazar. 

Iinftructions to Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay. 

Infolent letter of Mahomed Aly, to 
Syed-Cawn. | 

Report that the Nabob had ordered 
all the mulberry-trees, and cotton- 
fhrubs to be deftroyed — it gains cre- 
dit for fome time. 

Pian for the operations of the war. 

Propofed, that Mr. Ellis, and the 
gentlemen of Patna, fhould begin the 
war upon the bare appearance of hof- 
tile intention in the Nabob. 

Letter received from Mr. Ellis and 
his counc:!—their Contempt of the 
INabob and his forces. 

Perfonal afperfion and reply. 

Mefi. Amyatt and Hay proceed on 
their deputation. 

INabob’s letter, 2d of April. 

Confultation, 20th of April, 6%. 

Copy of aletter from the Nabob to 
the Eaít India Company, dated the 
244 of April. 
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From the good fenfe and temper Letter of 
apparent in this letter, the Prefident reference. 
began to flatter himfelf with the hopes 
of a reconciliation, efpecially as the 
Nabob had always profefied a favour- 
able opinion of Mr. Amyatt; and as, 
by this time, the report of our forces 
being on the march, muft have loft 
ats credit with the Nabob, and his ob- 
jeGtions to the vifit muft vanifh of 
courte. ‘The Prefident, therefore, 

did all he could to improve the fa- 
vourable opportunity — but it was 
now too late. 
o May Letter from the Chief and Council D, 5. 
at Patna, who are offended at the 
orders of the Board—that they do not 
give fufficient credit to their intelli- O, 4, €. 
gence, which was oftentimes mifta- 
ken. 
2 May Letter from the Nabob to the Go- 
vernor, relative tothe Seets—Bankers. 
Seizure of Mahomed Aly——he is O, 5. 
fent prifoner to Calcutta. Es S- 
18 May Copy of a letter from Mefirs. Amy- 
att and Hay. 
Some boats laden with arms for 
our troops at Patna,.-ftopped by the 
INabob’s people at Mongheer. G, 5- 
The firft advice of this affair was 
in a letter from Mlefirs;, Amyatt and 
Hay (26th of May) which inciofed 
the Natob’s reply to the demands of I, 5. 
the Board ; and was confirmed by their H, 5- 
letters of the 29th and 31ít of the fame 
month. 

Detention of the boats—cypher to K, <- 
carry on correfpondence in cafe of a 
rupture. 

Letters fromthe Nabob, with com- 
plaints L,s5. &c. 
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xliii 

Year. General Council—its refolutions— Letter of 
u~ The Governor being ill, fends his o- reference. 
1763. pinion to the Board. UTN TNA 


On the 13th, letter from Mefirs. P, 5. 
o June Amyatt and Hay, advifing, that the P, 5- 
arms were ftill detained. Q, 5- 
Mer. Ellis orders the troops to hold R, 5- 
themfelves in readinefs to march to 
Patna the sth and 6th of June. 
Confultation of the 18th of June. 
—Difpofition for the march of the 
troops. 
It was now judged neceflary to 
come to fome certain refolution with 
ref{pect tothe government of the coun- 
try, fuppofing the removal of Meer 
Coffim from the Subadary fhould be the 
iffue of the war—and for reimburfing 
to the Company the expences of it 5 
and to private merchants, the loffes 
which they may fuftain by the ra- 








vages of the countrys; iee the Lis Se 
20 June Confultation 2oth of June. 
14 June Letter from Mefirs. Amyatt and 


Hay (14th of June) they fend a du- 
plicate of the cypher—a note in cy- 
pher. 
‘The next lętter a fhort glimpfe of 
hope (roth of June.) 
“he Nabob confents to releafe the 
boats with arms immediately, and A, 6. 
wI treat, without perfifting in his 
preliminary demand of removing the 
troops from Patna—The boats releaf- 
22 June ed 22d of June. 
= On the 2d of July orders given for 
the army to march—report that Mor. 
‘-Amyatt was fet out for Patna, and 


that Mr. Ellis had attacked andtaken 
that city. 
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Year. The Nabob Meer Jaffier proclaim- Letter of 
ty ed the 7th of July 17603.» reference- 
Whilft the Board were fitting, 2 M-N 
1763- letter arrived from Meer Coffim, and E, 6. 
July. confirmed, what had been for fome E, 6, a. 
days apprehended, the news of the 
defeat of our detachment at Patna.— 
The city had been furprifed, and 
taken without refiftance by our troops, 
in the night of the 24th of June j`and, 
by the diforderly behaviour of the 
troops engaged in the plunder of the 
place, was retaken by a ímall party 
of the Nabob’s people the next morn- 
ing ; after which lofs the fcattered re- 
mains of the army retired acrofs the 
river, and were then all deftroyed or 
taken prifoners. 
‘This was followed by a note from 
the gentlemen of Coffimbazar, dated 
the night of the 4th of July, with 
intelligence, that their Factory was 
furrounded by a numerous force. 
The Prefident, that there might 
appear to be no diffenfions to impede 
the vigorous profecution of the war, 
confents to fign the proclamation. 
Confultation, 6th of, July, 17632. 
Articles the Nabob Meer Jaffier 
fhould agree to. 
On the 1r1th the treaty was con- K) 6. 
L 












cluded. 
Demands made on the part of the 
WNabob Jaffier. 
<c By the fuperior courage and dif- 
<c cipline of our troops, and the ad- 
<< mirable conduct and activity of 
<c Major Adams, their commande! , 
<< thfe war was brought to a conclu- 
<< fion, by the expulfion of Meer 
cece Cofflim beyond the Carrumnafia, in 
cc little 
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little more than five months from Letter of 
its commencement, with incon- reference. 
fiderable lofs, except that of the e NN 
unhappy prifoners, who fell into 
<< Meer Coffim’s hands at the begin- 
< ing of the troubles, and were in- 
humanly mafiacred by his orders, 
<< on the sth of Oé€tober.’’ M, 6. 
Oct. <e The firft intimation of fucha de- 
fign was received in a letter from 
<c Meer Coffim to Major Adams, a 
<< few days after the attack of the in- 
<< trenchments at Oodwa Nulla. 
<c An exact tranflation of it. Dated 
‘© the oth of Sept. 1763.” 
Letter from the Prefident to Coffim 
17 Sept. Aly Cawn, dated the 7th of Sept. 
etter from Major Adams, dated 
the 14th of Sept. 
Strange ftate of mind of Coffim 
Aly—with afleverations and oaths he 
denies he had any hand in the death 
of Mr. Amyatt who was killed on his m 6 
Oct. 55 return to Calcutta, and that it hap- > 7 
and 7. pened by miftake, without his order ; 
laments it, and apologizes for it ; 
and at the fame time feems quite in- 
fenfible of having done amifs, in the 
orders given for the maflacre of the 
Englifh prifoners that remained in his 
power. 
Letters thant might tend to deter- 
mine the queftion, how far there had 
been aconcerted defign in any members 
of the Council, to difpoflefs the Na- Q.6 
bob Coffim of the fubahfhip, and to 
procure the King’s (Mogul’s) nomi- 
n .tion of another perfon in his place ? 
Extract of a letter from Mr. George 


Gray; 
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to the reader in underftanding them. 
has been taken to print them correctly. 
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Gray, Refident at Maulda, to the 
Governor (dated the 7th of January 
1704.) 

Letter the 23d of March 1764, 
from Mer. Senior. 

Extract from a paper of reprefenta- 
tions, delivered by the Nabob Jaffier 
Aly Cawn to Major Adams, to be 
laid before the Board---All of them 
complaining of the tyranny and op- 
preflions of the Englith Gomaftahs in 
carrying on their trade. 

As foon as the war with Meer 
Coffim was ended, and the Nabob 
Mieer Jafher was in full poffeffion of 
his government, the Prefident thought 
himfelf at liberty to return to Eng- 
land, which he had beiore declared 
his refolution of doing, when there 
fhhould be no longer any public call 
upon him for his ftay. He accord- 
ingly acquainted the Board with his 
intention, in a letter 1g Dec. 17632. 

The anfwer of the Council, una- 
nimoufly requefting the Prefident to 
{tay another feafon, to ** prevent the 
< country and the Company’s trade 
‘< from being again expofed to the 
€ hazard and defolation of war.” 
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So, sae 


». 6, D- 


T, 6. 


Ea Ce Be 
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Ihe Publifher ot tne following Authentic 
Papers has been advifed to give a chronological connec- 
tion of dates and faéts, which he hopes may be of ufe 


‘i he greateít care 
If arsy literal 


miftake of the prefs is difcovered, the candid reader will 


pardon it. 


At the end of page 264, at the clofe of this 


Volume, if fome part of the Impreffion, the word/in7s, 
is placed inftead of the End of Fol. I. 
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A— Tranflation of a Copy of the PHIRMAUNes 





7 BEES H O all governors, officers, and ma- 
SR ~~» BR nagers of our affairs, Jagheerdars, 
2X $ T + 28 Fougedars, Karnries, Rahdars, Gu- 
at Gaaga on zerbauns, and Zemindars of the 
Ye BS=E BSE OK prefent and time to come, in the 

provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa, Port of Hougly, and other Ports of the 
aforefaid provinces, who hope for our royal 
favour. 

Be it known unto you all, that in thefe days of 
our triumnaphant reign, Mr. John Surman and 
Kauja Sirhud, agerits on the part of the Englith 
Company, ¢.ave preferred a petition, in our juft 
and equitable prefence, to the following purpofe: 
that, in confequence of a decree of his moft facred 
reajefty Shah — deceafed, 2nd former grants, the 
sungif{m Company are a from cuttoms in 

ail 
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all parts of our dominions, except the port of 
Surat, and pay annually, into our royal treafury, 
at the port of Hlougly, three thoufand rupees, as 
a tribute, in lieu of cuftoms; and they hope that, 
according to former grants, our royal Phirmaun 
will be vouchfafed to them. 

Our abfolute and high command ts paffed,. that 
you well knowing, tnat whatever goods and mer- 
chanaize their agents may bring into or carrv out 
from tř ports, borders and quarters of thefe pro- 
vinces, either by land or water, are exempt from 
duties, fhallleave them to buy and fell at their own 
free liberty, fhall annually receive the eftablifhed 
tribute of three thoufand rupees, and on no other 
account whatever impede or interrupt them. More- 
Over, 

if any where any of their effects fhall be made 
away with, you are to ufe all diligence in the re- 
covery thereof, and fhall punifh the thieves, and 
deliver over the goods to the proper owner. Fur- 
ther, wherefoever they may fet up a factory, and 
Buy and fell goods and merchandize, you are to 
afford them help and fupport in their juft concerns, 
and with juftice and fairnefs caufe to be repaid un- 
to their agents, whatever juft demand they may 
have upon any merchant, weaver, or other per- 
fon, and you are to allow no one to meolett their 
agents, nor [hall you ftop for cuftons, &c. boats 
hired by them, or of their Q@wn property. 








B — Tranflation of the Treaty executed by 
MEER JAFRIER. 


- Hlatever articles were agreed upon in 
the time of peace with the Nabob 
Serajah Doula, I agree to comply with. 

tU. “Lhe enemies of the Englifh are my enemies; 
whether they be Indiais or uropeans. 





I. 





Itt. All 
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III. All the effects and factories, belonging to 
the French in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffa, fhall remain in poffeffion of the En- 
elifh, nor will I ever allow them any more to 
iettle in the three provinces. 

IV. In confideration of the loffes, which the 
Englih Company have fuftained by the plunder 
and capture of Calcutta by the Nabob, and tins 
charges occafioned by the maintenance of their 
officers, I will give them acrore of rupees. 

V. For the ettects plundered from the Englifh 
inhabitants of Calcutta, I agree to give fifty laciz 
of rupees. 

VI. For the effeéts plundered from the Gen- 
toos, Muffelmen, and other fubjects of Calcutta,, 
twenty lack of rupees fhall be given.. 

VII. For the effects plundered from the Arme- 
nian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will give the fum 
of feven lack of rupees. The diftribution of the 
fums allotted the natives, Englifh inhabitants, 
Gentoos, and Muffelmen, fhall be left to the Ad- 
miral, and Colonel Clive, and the reft of the 
Council, to be difpofed of by them to whom they 
think proper. 

VII. Within the dttch, which furrounds the 
borders of Calcutta, are tracts of land belonging 
to feveral Zeminders, befides this, I will grant 
the Enghfh Company fix hundred yards without 
the ditch. 

IX. All the land lying to the fouth of Calcut- 
ta, as far as Culnee, fhall be under the Zemin- 
daree of th- Englin Company, and all the ofi- 
cers Of the e parts thall be under their jurifdic- 
tion, the revenues to be paid by them <~the Com- 
pany) inthe fame manner with other Zeminders. 
| - Whenever I demand the Engelifh afiftance, 
T will Be at the charge of tme maintenance of their 
troops. 
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XI. I will not ereét any new fortifications below 
Flougly near the river Ganges. 
XII. As foon as I am eftablifhed in the govern- 


ment of the three provinces, the aforefaid fums 
fhall be faithfully paid. 


Dated 15 Ramazan in the fourth year of the 
king’s reign. 








C — Extract of a Letter from Mr. Scrafton 
at Mloradbaug fo P. R. Pearkes, E/g; and 
the CGounczl at Dacca, without Date, but 


wrote between the fourteenth and twenty-firft 
of July 1758. 





Gentlemen, 


Acquainted you. by exprefs Pulwar of the com- 
I plaints made to me by the Nabob’s Meer 
Muníhee of your oppofing Nehimodee, in pof- 
{effing himfelf of Ruffelpoor and Hydrapoor, for 
which he had received ample Perwanahs from 
the Nabob’s Divan. 

There is likewife a complaint lodged againft an 
Fnoglifh Gomaftah at Chibmarree, that he gives 
protection to numbers’ of merchants who trade 
there. which has proved a lofs to the government 
of feventy thoufand rupees. Alfo, veral com- 
plaints of under-proteétion to the Zemindars, te- 
nants and others. My general anfwer is, that [I 
will write to the gentlemen at Dacca. 

I perfuade myfelf, that moft:of thefe com plaints | 


are without grounds, and that you wll do 
utmott to 


fervants. 











your 
Prevent the encroachment of peur brack 


Ca— Ex- 
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Ca — Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Yaftings 
at Moradbaug fo W. B. Sumner, FE/g; 
Chief at Dacca, dated about the thirtieth of 


January, 1759- 


I Have received a long letter from the Shah- 
zada, in which he complains, that you nave 
begun to carry ona large trade in falt. and herel- 
nut. and refule to pay the duties on thofe arti- 
cles, which has likewite encouraced others to do 
thé lame in your names which practice, ił conti- 
nued, will oblige hım to throw up his poft of Shah- 
bunder Droga. In the affair of Mr. Chevalier’s 
{íalt you informed me, that you had paid the - 
Shah Bunder duties for that parcel; the fame in- 
formation, I think, I received from Mr. Waller. 
I have, in another letter, acquainted you with the 
fame complaint from Shahzada. What other 
circumftances there may be in this affair, that 
might prove to give a different light into it from 
what I have conceived from the particulars alrea- 
dy mentioned, I know not; but I mutt defire, 
that you will prevent thefe complaints from going 
before the Nabob. We have not, I believe, any 
right to trade in {falt ana betei-nut 5s at icat, it 
was never (that lL know of ) jtipulated in our fa- 
vour with the NaboaB: and with refpect to the fale 
trade. I mvfelf know. that none of the Company’s 
fervants. not the colonel himielf, has ever engaged 
in it withoutthe INabob’s rerwanah. 


Cbh— Ex’ raé#_of anothcr Letter from the Jame 

tathe fame. Dated Dec. 12,1755. 
HE fecond complaint is, that an Englifh 
gentleman (Mr. Chevalier, I fuppofe) has 
carried a large cargo of ga to Chilmaree, which 
> 33 is 
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is an unpriviledged trade ; and that he has taken 
‘4uchulcas from all the other traders in the fame 
article, by which they are not allowed to fell any 
íalt till his fhall be all difpofed of. 


ec Extra of another from the fame to the 
Jame, Adaren July 20s 17509- 


SIR, | 


ANY complaints have been laid before the 
INabob againit Mr. Chevalier, who is ac- 
cufed of having acted in a very violent and arbi- 
trary manner at Chilmaree, and Coreegcaum, by 
opprefiinge the merchants of thote places in the 
monopoly cf feveral commodities, particularly 
falt and tobacco, no one being allowed to buv or 
fell either of thofe articles but with his permiffion. 

i defire, tnat you will make the itricteft en- 
mquiry into this, and take effectual care to prevent 
fuch complaints for the future. 

A. tranflation of a letter to the WVadadar of the 
Pereunsah, under the feal of Mr- Chevalier, in 
anf{wer to the demand made by him, to know by 
whee authority he came into thofe parts, I fend 
you herewith, on which I fihall only make this 
remark, that the magiftrates and public officers 
oft the government have an undoubted right to fee 
the Company’s Duftuck, having no other way to 
diftinguifh between the agents of the Company, 
and others ufurping the Enelini name, nor the 
Company any means befides to fecure their own 
priviledges. It cannot, therefore, buts- appear 
itrange in any perfon employe by he Enghih, 
that they fhou!ld make any difieulry o fhew by 
wiat powers they are commifflioned; unlefs chey 
are conicious that they are euilty of practices 
which ought to be concealed: at leat, {fuch am 
abrupt behaviour cani ot but tend to cieate an 


illewill 
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ill-will againft the Englifh, and aggravate every 
complaint made againit them. 

P.S. 1 fend you a copy of the Wadadars let- 
ter. The circumftance of the Tolingas being 
fent by Mr. Chevalier is only an aggravation, but 
the reft cannot be without foundation ; I mutit in- 
ñit that you either put an entire {top to thofe com- 
plaints, or recall Mr. Chevalier, who, I am con- 
vinced, has not behaved in fo moderate, or prudent 
a manner as he ought. 


Cd— Copy of Mr. Chevalier’s Letter to 
Meer Atta Oolla, Wadadar cf rhe Pergu- 
nah of Baharbund. 


HE letter, which you fent to my writer, I 

nave received. You write, thatif I belong 
to the Englifh, I muft have the FEnelifh Sunnud, 
and defire a copy of it to be fent to you. In anfwer, 
I afk,who are you that I fhould fend you a copy of 
the Sunnud? If you want to be informed, who I 
am, and who fent me, fend a man to the Chief, 
who will aniwer you. Ifthe people of your Per- 
gunah are guilty of any infolence to mine, I fhall 
chaftife them handfomely for it. Forbid your 
people, thatthey enter into no quarrels with mine, 
if they do without reafon, they fhall be punifhed ; 
if my people behave ill to your’s, do you write 
me word of ity and I will punifh them. 








Ce— Lxtracé of another Letter from Mr.Ha- 
{Eengs fo 7°. Sumner. Dated 8 Dec. 1758. 


Fi the chieffhip of Dacca, and wifh you all de- 
fireable fuccefs in that ftation. I own, I dreaded 
the appointment of fome other perfon, who would 
not perhaps have acted. with the.fame moderation, 

B 4 which 


E a ; 
Flea’ ily córrgratulate you on your appointment 








ORIGINAL PAPER S. 


which I am perfuaded you have always done, not- 
withftanding the numberlefs complaints from your 
quarter ; and therefore can without compliment 
affure vou, that I fincerely rejoice that this office 
has fallen to your lot. 





D 








Extrat cf e Letter fror: the Governer (Mr. 
HotweELt) fo Mr. HASTINGS. Dated 
11 Feb. 1760. 


E have returned no reply to the Nabob’s 
Perwanahs to the council for two reafons 5; 
his large izal affixed to them is derogatory to the 
Company’s honour, and addreffes of this kind to 
the council muit be at all events quafhed in the 
beginning, or the dignity of the prefident wiil fall 
to nothing. If he pleafes to addrefs me on thofe 
fubjecéts, I will reply to him ; inthe mean time, I 
beg to know on what pretence we are prehibited 
trading in the two articles of falt and betei-nut. 






D—Copy of the Memorial delivered by the Pre- 
fident (Mr. Holwell) zo the felećct Committee, 
zipon the Arrival of Mr. Van Sittart, fo fuc- 
cecd bine 272 the Government. 


S my health, and the confideration of other 
circumftances, will foon oblige me to re- 
queit permiffion from the board to.refign the fer- 
vice, I beg leave, previous to that ftep, to accom- 
pany this fhort addrefs with {fuch remarks and. 
memorials, as may convey to the prefidenr (fc 
Jately arrived amongit us) a knowledge cf tne pre- 
fent tate and fituation of the Compaiuyis affairs, 
as they ftand connected with, or are dependent on 
the Crovernnienr of Bengal. 
To form a judgment of the prefent ftate of 
things in Bengal, te wil: ba weecfiul to retrofpaiil on 


bha 


d- k 
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he late revolution of the year 1757, when necef- 
fity, and a juft refentment for the moft cruel in- 
juries, obliged us to enter into a plan to deprive 
Serajah Dowla of his government, which was ac- 
cordingly done, and Meer Mahomed Jaffier Aly 
Cawn fixed by us at the head of the provinces on 
certain conditions, and under atreaty of alliance 
offenfive and defenfive. 

A fhort {pace of time fully proved how unwor- 
thy the family thus raifed ! The conditions of the 
treaty could not be obtained from the Nabob with- 
out being in a manner extorted from him, and 
by a thoufand fhifts and evafions it was plain to 
the world not a fingle article would ever have been 
complied with, had the Nabob been invefted with 
power fufficient to have prevented it, or could he 
have divetted himfelf of his own fears and appre- 
henfions from our refentments. 

T uncaws on the lands were however granted for 
the payment of the ftipulated fums at particular 
times, by which the Royroyan, Mutta Suddier, 
Jewans, and every Filarpey employed in the Ze- 
mindary and revenues became our implacable ene- 
mies ; and, confequently, a party was foon raifed 
at the Durbar, headed by the Nabob’s fon, Miran 
and Rajah RagebujJlub, who were daily planning 
ichemes to fhake off their dependance on the Eng- 
jifh, and continually urging to the Nabob, that 
till this was eifeéted, his covernment was a name 
only. The Nabobg fomething irritated by the 
protection given Rajah Doolubram, and weak 
andirrefolute in himfelf, fell too foon into thefe 
fentiments. 

Tbe firft {tep taken to accomplifh this meafure 
of independance was, to affaffinate and take off, 
under one pretence or other, every minifter and 
afficer at the Durbar, who they knew were at- 
tached jm the Enelifh ; in’confequence of which, 

Coja 
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Coja Haddy, and Coffim Aly Cawn, firft and fe- 


cond Buxy, were affaffinated in November and 
December 17583 and after many attempts made 
on the perfons of Rheim Cawn, and Golam Shah, 
his uncle and Brother, they were obliged to feek 
an afylum with the Shahzadain «4759. Roydoolub, 
his fon, and four brothers, were profcribed on nw 
account, but thet of the various intormations he 
gave us and his firm attachments; this family 
would have fallen a facrifice, had they not been 
refcued out of the Nabob’s hands by force of arms. 
Ameer Beg Cawn would from the fame caufe have 
fuffered the fame fate, had he not given his folemn 
engagement to quit the kingdom, which he ac- 
cordingly did. 

The next project of the Durbar appeared, by 
every concurring fubfequent circumftance, to be a 
fecret negotiation with the Dutch, for tranfporting 
troops from Batavia into thefe provinces, that with 
their united force a ftop might be put to the power 
of the Englifh. This fcheme was conduéted by 
Rajah Ragebuliub on the one part, and Toocra- 
toojar for the Dutch on the other, about Oétober 
or November 1758, the period when the Deccan 
expedition took place, and the garrifon was much 
reduced. 

Soon after, the provinces were invaded by the 
Shahzada on the fide of Patna, and Colonel Clive 
with our military and feapoys jois«d the Nabob 
and his troops, and by forced marches preferved 
Rajah Ramnarain fteady in his duty, and arrived 
juft in time to fave that city and provir ce, ,and 
drove the Prince, though the unMovbted heir to 
the kingdom, beyond the Currur naa. and 
brought the Bouge poor, &c. countries into fub- 
jection to the Nabob. 

The prince more than once wrote to the cols 
nel, offering any terms? tor the company =d him- 


felf, 
ii 
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felf, on condition the Englifh would quit the Na- 
bob and join his arms; but the colonel thinking 
it incompatible with our treaty of alliance with the 
WNabob, gave the prince no encouragement. 
At the end of the campaign, the colonel re- 
turned to us in June 1759, and the two WNabobs 
arrived in the city about the fame time, with full 
conviction of our firm attachment to his govern- 
ment and family, and our religious regard to our 
treaties. What fenfe they retained of thefe obli- 
gations, and how long, will appcar by and by. 
‘The Nabobs, thinking themfelves now better 
eftablifhed in the government, and fcreened bv 
fuch a fure and powerful fupport as our arms, be- 
gan to fet no bounds to their cruelties, oppreffions, 
and exactions from thofe who had any thing to be 
plundered of; and this barely received a check 
trom the fevere and frequent remonftrances of the 
colonel to the Nabob, on a conduét which he told 
him mutt, from the general deteftation of the peo- 
ple, end inthe deftruétion of himfelf, his family, 
and country. His troops clamorous at the fame 
time for their pay, whilft the Nabob, in place of 
appropriating the fums he had acquired by repeat- 
ed affaffinations to the juft demands of his Jemma- 
dars and troops, Javmned the fame in boundlefs 
extravagances. 
About the latter end of July 1759, the young 
INabob arriyea on a pretended vifit to colonel Clive, 
but the real motive was, to negotiate, if poffible, 
the delivery of Rajah Doolubram, and two or three 
other articles given him in charge by his father, 
fuchas tie urrender of the Tuncaw Lands on 
fecirity, -h borrowing of usa large fum of mo- 
ney, &c. -nthefe the ton proving unfuccefsful, a 
member ci the board of felest committee was, at 
his deise, fent to accompany him to the city, to 
recontisle the Nabob to lhe negatives his fon had 
receivid 
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received in Calcutta, and at the fame time to inti- 
mate to him the advice we had received, thata 
large armament was fitting out at Batavia deftined 
for Bengal; andto penetrate, if poffible, his fenti- 
ments on this ecccafion, and what refolution he 
would come to, in cafe that force arrived in the! 
river. 

He was not to be reconciled to the refufals his 
fon met with, but determined to try his own power, 
and declared his intention to pay the colonel a vi- 
fit himfelf in September, which he did with fuccefs 
equal to his fon ; he feemed to make light of the 
Dutch intelligence, and not to give credit to it, 
though he difcovered much perplexity ; however, 
he wrote a letter to the colonel, demanding our 
affiftance by virtue of the treaty-of alliance, in cafe 
the Dutch troops came into the river. | 

The armament arrived during his vifit; his 
{tay after that was fhort, his mind much embar- 
raffled, and his whole fubfequent conduct gave 
moft undoubted proofs, that the Dutch forces 
were arrived by his invitation. “That fuch were 
the fentiments of colonel Clive, and the council, 
appears from the narrative of that Dutch bufinefs 
tran{mitted to the honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors, and to our feveral admirals: a perufal of 
this narrative will convince the impartial, that 
the Nabob, in his behaviour on aħis occafion, was 
guilty of a moft flagitious breach the article of 
the treaty of alliance, and that from this period 
no terms whatever fhould have been preferved with 
him, after fuch unexampled treach ry and ingra- 
titude, to which, by way of illuftra 10 , we may 
add the fubfequent farces carried’on heeweer the 
Nabobs and the Dutch, as fet forth in the feveral 
letters between Mr: Holwell and the rneficent at 
Moradbaug on this tubject; by referencews: which 
it will appear moit marifett, that the N a bob’s 

real 
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real intentions never were to diftrefs effectually 
that people, but on the contrary, were only aim- 
ed to amufe and deceive uss witneis, the private 
orders and inftructions given to Meer Cofim Aly 
Cawn, fo oppofite to his publick ones, when he 
"was fent down to demolifh the new works at 
Chinfura ; in the apparent delays of this fervice 
Coffim Aly Cawn fuffered much in the opinion of 
the late prefidenr, though unjuftly, as we fubfe- 
quently learnt. He was acting ftrictly conforma- 
ble to the private orders of the Nabob. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, the Shahza- 
da invaded the provinces again with a force more 
re{pectable than the preceding year, both in troops 
and commanders, by the revolt of Comgar Cawn, 
Golam Shaw, Reim Cawn and others ; the Na- 
bob by this time having made himielf and his fa- 
mily fo univerfally hated, that we may juftly tay, 
there was hardly a man in the provinces that did 
not wifh fuccefs to the prince. 

Colonel Clive refigned the government early in 
February 1760, about which time the Mlorattas 
entered the province from the fouthward, and 
penetrated into the Burdwan country, making a 
confiderable diverfion in favour of the piince ‘I'he 
Nabob demanded a body of our troops, feapoys, 
and field-artiller*’ for the defence of this Country, 
to join his uirc the command cf Meer Cotiim 
Aly Cawn, wh cn was granted ; but their ufe was 
fruftrated by the Nabob’s pufilanimous, irregular 
and contradict ry orders to his general Coffim Aly 
Cawn, to mar h with our troops to Cutwa and the 
city, in pl .c of. marching directly to the. fourh- 
war Tar s this country fell a prey to the Mo- 
rattas, and a {top was put to the collecting our 
Tuneavs. in which was our greateft dependance 
and exp tation for the fervice of the year. (Vide 
military @orrefpondence in the months of i*ecbruary 

and 
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and March 1760) Our troops under the command 
of major Caillaud had taken the field, in conjunc- 
tion with the Nabob’s, under the command of his 
fon, fometime before the Colonel’s departure for 
Europe, and fhaped their rout towards Patna,, 
whilft the Nabob himfelf remained in the neigh-* 
bourhood of Rajamaul, a check on Cuddeim., 
Hlofein Cawn, Nabob of Poornea (then in rebel- 
lion) until Shubut’s advance, recalled him to the 
city. 

TA regular and particular detail of the tranfac- 
tions of this laborious campaign will not be ex- 
pected here, as the progrefs of it will prefent itfelf 
in the courfe of the military correfpondence laid 
before the committee, therefore general remarks 
on the fuccefs, effects, and probable confequences, 
will be fufficient. a 

This, like the former ones, has produced no 
definite action or ftroke to lay the leaft foundation 
of peace to the provinces. In the courfe of this 
campaign three morally fure and important op- 
portunities were loft by the cowardice of both the 
Nabobs 3; the firft, when the young Nabob refufed 
to join the major in the immediate purfuit of the 
Shahzada when routed near Patna; the fecond, when 
the old Nabob refufed to compry with the majors 
requeit and demand to croís k ‘orfe over the 
Burdwan river, and attack the p. a when united 
with Shabur, &c. ; the third, when in he late pur- 
fuit of Cuddeim Hoffein Cawn, the poung Nabob 
refufed to lead or detach his horfe to the major’s 
affiftance, by which a general acticn rnight have 
been brought on: buton the cont ary, he kept 
encamped two or three miles in the  iayjyor’s rear, 
as if his intentions were to leave our truops, with- 
out horfe, a facrifice to the enemy. 

Fiad the moft been made of either of usefe fa- 
vourable occafions, the troke had, in ari Human 

probability, 




















Relative to the Difiurbances in BENGAL. Ws 


probability, been decifive; as it is, it only proves, 
that we continue to draw our fwords in fupport of 
a family, moft unworthy the government they 
have by our affiftance ufurped, and this to the 
manifeft hazard and ruin of the Company’s trade 
and concerns. 

On the near approach of the major to Patna, he 
received a Phirmaun from the prince, of which he 
advifed the board, and promifed to forward a 
copy, but no wonder, that, inthe courfe of fo 
extraordinary and fatiguing, a campaign, it fhould 
efcape his memory. On his arrival in the Beer- 
boom country, after the unexpected march he 
formed upon his defeat, the prefident received in- 
telligence, that the old Nabob had actual:iy a Vac- 
keel in the Shahzada’s camp, and that he was ne- 
gsociating a feparate treaty with him. T his appear- 
ed to have fo dangerous a tendency, that any 
means were eligible to obtain the truth of it: 

The late prefident, by a third hand, procured 
Amd Jumma Cawn Rajah of Beerboom, and his 
uncle Comgar Cawn, to be wrote to on this fub- 
ject.of the Nabob’s Vackeel and treaty “This foon 
produced a Phirmaun from the prince, inclofing a 
copy of the Nabob’s Arzdafhet. The prefident 
made noreply to the Phirmaun, but returned 2 
fhort one to Cr gar Cawn’s letter which accom- 
panied it, invi ing, that copies carried little va- 
lidity where Ori 2zinals were in being. 

A few das before the prince begun his retreat 
from the nills, che prefident received a fecond Phir- 
maun‘trorc.® hin, inclofing the original Arzdafhe 
from the D.a ob. Ali that can be faid, either for 
or .zainf F liet being given to the authenticity 
either of the copy or original, will appear on the 
face of::F correfpondence, in two letters from the 
puefide .. to the major, under dates the twenty- 

econd und twenty-fourth of April laft, and to 
Nir 
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Mr. Haftings, the twentieth of the fame month 

To thefe we may furtheradd, that if they are for- 
geries, they have yet this corroborating, fignature 
of truth, thatthe whole tenor of the Nabob’s con- 
duct moit exactly tallies with the terms of the 
Arzdafht. But to refume the courfe of the cam- 
paign to the prefent time. 

Patna is relieved, and fecure for the prefent. 
Cuddeim Hofein Cawn is difpofiefied of his govern- 
ment of Purnea, and driven out of the country, 
but with all his treafure and valuable effects, to the 
reproach and infamy of the young Nabob’s name; 
{ío that, after the rains, he will eafily join the prince 
with the effentials of war, which he only wants to 
harrafs the provinces five years longer. T he young 
WNabob is taken off by a flafh of fightning, and our 
troops are gone into quarters. After having done 
as much, or more than could be expected from 
men fo wretchedly fupported by thofe very people 
for whofe prefervation they endured every diftrefs 
and fatigue, and braved variety of deaths. 

The prince has found means to preferve himfelf 
and forces a footing on this fide the Soane, and in 
the neighbourhood of Patna. It is faid, Comgar 
Cawn has forfaken the caufas of the prince, which 
appears moft improbable, not o. ly on account of 
his having no other chance for 1burfing him- 
felf but perfeverance; but beta we have un- 
doubted intelligence, that three uc ovitand of his 
troops have lately joined his nephew iid jumma 
Cawn, who has thrown off his ali giance td the 
INabob. ‘Thefe troops are, doubtl is, lodg<d to 
make an early and important diverfiona the open- 
ing of the next campaign, by entering: the Buid- 
Wan country as ioon as the prince beg ns to be in 
motion above. And thus our fupplies frar thence 
will be again cutoff, and the Company’s , :-@irs be 
reduced co the laft extremity cf diftrets, u--lews the 

approaching 
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approaching fhips of the feafon relieve us, or the 
whole ITuncaws on thofe lands could be collected 
during the rains. The latter is hardly poffible in 
any ferviceable degree, and the former carries very 
little probability. The late propofal of the Na- 
bob’s to pay our balances, and refume his lands, 
as devoutly to be wifhed ; butit is likewife to be 
feared he has no meaning in it. 

The various reafons, urged againít the meafure 
of fupporting the prefent langle longer on 
the plan, we have been fome time purfuing, to 
the heavy injury of the Company, with various 
expedients to refcue them from manifeft approach- 
ing ruin, are fet forth at large, in the military 
correfpondence, in letters from the prefident to 
Major Caillaud, under dates the twenty-fourth 
and twenty-fifth of May, fourteenth of June, and 
third of July ; to Mr. Amyatt, under dates the 
twenty-fifth and thirtieth of May; to Mr. Ha- 
ftings, under dates the twenty-fourth of May, 
thirtieth of June, and fifth and eighth of July. 
Both the reafons and expedients, in the prefene 
{tate of affairs, feem rather to confirm than con- 
tra-indicate any other; however, the fudden death 
of the young Nabob (if made a proper ufe of) 
ficems to point out a middle way, if things are not 
gone tod far alre2d 7 to admit of any other than 
the divefting thi tmily of the government alto- 
gether. Vius . =: Prefident’s letter to Mr. Ha- 
{tings of the ' :xteenth of lat month, and to Ma- 
jor Caillaud o, the twenty-fixth, on the fame 
fubject. 

Refpecting 2 4 matters relative to the Dutch and 
the Noob, tk 2 Dutch and Us, the Tuncaws and 
obitructions aifed by the Nabob on our collect- 
ing them, a’ alfo the late fecret treaty between 
the Nab. and the Morarvas, &c. they will 
C appear 
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appear on the face of the correfpondence without 
exaggeration. 





E— Extract of a Letter from Mr. Van Sittart 
to Colonel Caillaud. Dated 29 July 1760. 


Ertain it is, that fome new meafures muft be 

adopted, or both Bengal and Madras wilt 
be ruined for want of money. WhatI wrote you 
about formerly (in the monthof April, I believe) 
feems to me tobe the moft promifing plan. By 
that we extend our influence and our income with- 
out breaking through any former engagements, 
and it appears to me to be the moft certain way 
of keeping the affairs of the province quiet, and 
in manageable order. 











P—LExtraét of a Letter from Mr Van Sittart 


I 


to Colonel Caillaud. Dated 4 Auguft 1760. 


Suppofe the Nabob, when he anfwers the let- 
ters I wrote him, will, in confequence of your 
advice, propofe a meeting: and indeed, I think, 
it highly neceffary. When fuch a conference is 
refolved on, I will let you know in time to be 
there, and, I think, we fhow'd find the means of 
removing that want of confide: ce.. which I fee now 
every moment between the Na and our gentle- 
men. It is this miftruft that tæ me to be 
in great meafure the caufe of ail ais difficulties 
and ours. His people flight k m, imagining, 
that with us they will be fure to find pt ptection 5 
and, on the other hand, thofe ith, whom the 
Company have to do, thofe pa ticular] upon 
whom we have affignments for mo tey, make ufe 
of it as an opportunity of delayin heir pay- 


ments, depending oa the Nabob’s cc tena ncing; 
their backwardnefis. 





















If? 
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If a negociation with the prince fhould take 
place, I am fo far from intending, to encourage a 
revolution in thefe provinces, that I would have 
the confirmation of the prefent Nabob {ftipulated 
for the firft article. It mizht, however, be upon 
condition of his making over to us countries to 
the value of about fifty lacks per annuam. Burd- 
wan and Kifnagur would nearly anfwer that fum, 
and lie extremely convenient for us 3; the Shazada, 
at the fame time, fhould engage to furnifh’ the 
Company monthly with twice as much as would 
defray the charges of the troops deftined for his 
fervice, and to confer on the Companys in cafe of 
his fuccefs, fuch priviledges and advantages in all 
parts of India, as their feveral governors might 
requeft. 


G—Extraé of a Letter from Colonel Caillaud 
fo Mr. Van Sittart, fo whitch Mr- Amyatt 
alfo fubfcrzbed. 

No date, but received 24 Auguft 1760. 























T were to be wifked, that confidence between 
j us and the Nabob could be eftablifhed ; but 
give me leave to affuse you, that will be no very 
eafy tafk, until |= changes his counfellors. M 
opinion in th is confirmed by Colonel Clive’s 
judgment. wh wanted fuch a change, and would 
have éttect*d it had he ftaid; but I hope the 
fame from vour management. .... The money 
matter itill pe plexes me more. ‘The ftate of our 
finar.ces a` Be agal, you are before this acquainted 
with, Te countries, you mention, are the beft 
we coula F i:ve for the fum wanted; but nothing 
will induc the Nabobto part with them, but his 
fear of ar ftrength and power; and not much 
} 1s fe. = is requifite to beep him in awe, and to 
preveni enemies from within or without from 
©] 2 difturbing 
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difturbing the peace of the Soubafhip, which if 
not perfectly maintained, of confequence the re- 
venues ftuffer. .... The Nabob would not be a 
poorer man by giving us fifty lack per annum, with 
which he could have abody of forces that woulddo 
him fervice, and it does not coft him lefs than that 
fum for maintaining an ufelefs rabble, but to con- 
vince him to this ftep, there lies the difficulty. 
The colonel’s laft letter to him was full of falutary 
inftructions on this head; but he is of fo miitruft- 
ful a nature, that already our power and influence, 
though meant for his good, gives him pain; and 
every thing we can propofe, that feemingly tends to 
encreafe it, gives him umbrage, and will make him 
unwillingly confent to this or any other ítep we can 
propofe. Be affured of this, that he can only be 
frightened into compliance ; and fo you fee, it is 
my opinion, that though the prince goes,we can- 
not fend both men and money to Madras. 

In my two laft letters, I have fpoke fully as to 
the affairs of this province, and given fuch reafons 
as I had for the appointment of Meer Sidon and 
Rajah Rajebullub; at Iledft, what [I kave moft 
RMrongly urged, and it feerms to be your opinion, 
that no change fhould be made for the prefent. 
The INabob’s ulage to me, in é e courfe of this 
allai hath piqued me tenfioly,. + will I let it go 
unnoticed. {í do not quarrel veitl e man for be- 
ing of a different opinion with mv. rađa le inge- 
muoufly told me fo, tor I left all to his shojce, and 
Ony advifed what I chought beits t ar he agreed 
Fry his letters ro all I propofed, allov ed iat was the 
Deit could be done, and approved of ak my mea- 
fures, whilft, at the fame time, he was acting di- 
ametrically oppofite, without ever confilering me, 
or the engagements I had entered into spon the 
itrenoth of his promiles. 


ti—BPA ¢traé 





Relative tothe Diffurbances in BENGAL. oF 


H—Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt zo 
Mr. Van Sittart and Colonel Caillaud. Da- 
ted Patna, 5 October 1760. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Am favoured with your’s of the twenty-fifth 
ultimo. I am very glad you have taken fteps 
to fupply us with money 3; we have laboured un- 
der great difficulties for want of it, and a {mall 
fupply to the Nabob’s troops would have enabled 
Rajebullub to quit this place, who is very anxious 
and defirous to getaway,and without fome money he 
cannot. He has run the rifque of his lifethefe three 
days, and I expeced an uproar in the city hourly. 
‘To day they are fomewhat quiet, and Ramnarain 
has fent for fome of the chief commanders to ex- 
poftulate with them, but without fome money fent 
him, he fays, he cannot, nor will not under- 
take to fatisfy them. I have talked to Ramna- 
rain, all in my power, to take the command of 
them, as Rajebullub may go, and I cannot but 
fay he has a great deal of reafon on his fide, they 
are fuch a fet of rabble, and he without money, 
befides his own traops unpaid; they will not hear 
reafon ; fome mc ney muít be given immediately, 
and where thai ‘ta come from he does not know. 
The Natss ie aot wrote to them or Rajebullub, 
and Coffim Aly Cawn to a very few, that they are 
outrageous. “Chey fay, the colonel and Rajebul- 
lub kept then together; one is gone, and fent 
them nomoney, and the latter they expect to make 
thei» pay good, {ío that here is a fine fpotof con- 
fufion. Our army only prevents matters coming 
to extrem‘ties. I apprehend, when the prince 
hears aly*his, we fhall have him move this way. 
Were al! &thefe troubleforne forces joined with him 
C 3 
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it would be nothing; but they within and the 
prince without is bad, though, I hope, as we are 
a little quiet to day, that Ramnarain will be able 
to work upon them; Rajebullyub, in thefe mat- 
ters, is a child tothe other. 


Ha—FExiraé of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt Zu 
Mr. Van Sittart aud Colonel! Caillaud. Da- 
ted Patna, 12 October 1760. 


Hi E Nabob’s Seapoys are daily deferting ta 
the prince; the remainder labour under 


great difficulties, and are very troublefome {or 
their pay. 








I 





Extract of a Letter from Mr. Hattings 
to the Seleét Committee. Dated Morad- 
baug, 13 July 1760. 


Y laft gave you the melancholy news of the 

Chuta Nabob’s death. It is proper, that 
now acquaint you with the confequences of that 
event here. No fooner was tf: intelligence pub- 
lifhed, than the Seapoys, no longer intimidated by 
the authority of the Chuta N~- ,0b, nor the pre- 
fence of the Englith forces, which had hitherto re- 
itrained them from giving {fco;, > their relent- 
ment againft the Nabob, imme teh mncurred 
to take the advantage, which his‘:. :f,-and the 
contternation caufed by fo fudden a'c satal a ftroke 
afforded them to compel him to p: y their long ar- 
rears. I hey accordingly encompaffed his palace 
on the fourteenth, in a clamorous manner but 
proceeded no further chan to infult the treafurer 
and other muttafuddies, whom they pulled out of 
their palanquins, and treated with otherindigni- 
ties. “he fame diford@rs continued the next daw. 


ON 
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On the fixteenth, they affembled in a large body, 
and {topped up the doors of the palace, fuffering 
none to enter, or come out of it. Numbers 
mounted on every wall, not excepting the places 
held the moft facred, and loaded the Nabob with 
the moft opprobrious language, threatening him 
with death if their demands were not complied 
with. Such of his courtiers or attendants, as made 
their appearance, were aflauited by fragments 
broke off from the walls, by which feveral perfons 
of diftinction were wounded. This fcene lafted two 
days, and feemed to portend the certain deftruc- 
tion of the Nabob, when Coffein Aly Cawn, the 
WNabob’s fon-in-law, by his interpofition, put a 
{top to the perfecution, and brought on an ac- 
commodation. The Nabob has promifed to pay 
the full arrears from the fixth fun, and two half 
months of the prefent year, as foon as it fhall ap- 
pear from the accounts what is due to them. For 
this payment, Coffein Aly Cawn became fecurity, 
and paid them immediately three lacks of rupees 
from his own treafury. This fatishied the Sea- 
poys, who inftantly rerired to their own habita- 
tions. “Though trie ftorm is now blown over, yet 
fhouid it return azain (which is to be apprehended 
from the fmall f-ofpect there at prefent appears, 
thatthe Nabob vill be able to colleét fo large a 
fum ashe has „gaged to difcharge) I much fear 
the corfsaim .8-willI prove fatal to the Nabob, 
as well fro nthe umrulinefs and difaffection of the 
multitude, as from the machinations of his nume- 
rous enemies, with whom it will be no difficulty 
to make rhefe the inftrument of his ruin. 

4:Mid Jemma Cawn, the Rajah of Beerboom, is 
afiembling forces, and, though no open _ hoitili- 
ties heave been committed by him, it is no lon- 
ger denbted, but his defign is to revolt from the 
prefent government. 

C 4 
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K—Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob to 
Mejor Caillaud. 


Ormerly the command of the forces, the go- 
vernment of the country, the regulating otf 
the army, and raifing of troops, were the office 
of the Nabob Naiir-ool-moolk deceafed. At this 
time, excepting my beloved fon Meer Mahomed 
Coffein Cawn Bahadre, there is none of my fons 
or brethren equal to that truft, and I now have 
received greater proofs than ever of his merit. 
For this reafon, I have judged my fon aforefaid, 
worthy of and proper for the direction of all mi- 
litary Operations and affairs of the adminiitration, 
in the fame manner with the Nabob Nafir-ool-moolk 
deceafed. I doubt not, that you have the fame opli- 
nion of the qualities and capacity of my fon afore- 
faid ; and the friend fhip which you entertain for him 
is free from deceit and defign. From the entire 
dependance, which he places upon your eftablifh- 
ed acquaintance and friendfhip, he hopes that you 
will affift him on this occafion, by exerting your 
influence fo effectually in his behalf, that Mahra- 
jah Ramnarain Bahadre may be. entirely pleafed 
with my faid fon, and maii..ain a friendly inter- 
courfe with him; that when rec uired he may af- 
ford the faid Mahrajah his affifta ‘and fupport, 
as the late Nabob WNatar-oo!l mooi. dic By this 
our friendfhip will be daily augmented the affairs 
of the government will profper, snd you will do 
me great pleafure. 


L—————Tranflation of a Letter from the INawob 
foddr. SAoiwell. Recezved 10 July 1760: 
H E letter you wrote me concerning Meer 
Mahomed CoffeinAly Cawn; i havereceived 
You acquaint me, that he is a ncbie, good, and 
brave 
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brave man. Mr. Hiaftings alfo has wrote me to 
the fame purpofe, and has defired me, to let him 
fucceed my fon. This rejoiced me much, becaufe 
I was fenfible he is highly deferving of my fa- 
«our and friendfhip. I have no friends dearer to 
m.: than himfelf and family, and fhould be very 
glad if it was in my power to give it him; but 
the colonel has wrote me a letter, a copy whereof 
M have inclofed for your perufal, and you will then 
be able to judge, what motive has induced me to 
prefer the Chuta Nabob’s fon. 


M 


























—Extraét of a Letter from the Sele& 
Committee at Calcutta fo the Prefident and 
Council of Fort St. George. Dated 28 


July 1760. 


E have received your favours of the twelfth 
of June, and feventh of July, and are 
very forry to find, there is a profpect of your be- 
ing under the neceffity of raifing the blockade of 
Pondicherry. We flatter ourfelves, however, that 
affairs will take a more favourable turn, and that 
when the expected succours arrive, you willl be 
fully enabled to czrry into execution your moft 
fanguine expectaticns. We moft ardently wifh it 
were in our powwi +o affift you on this important 
occafion with rmen and money, but fuch is our fi- 
tuation, tnat: notwithftanding our unwearied en- 
deavours, we arz otable to effect either. “The 
Shahzadg. with his forces had croffed the river 
Soane. whicb afforded a profpeét of the Patna 
provir ce being reftored to peace, for a few months 
at leaft; but the death of the young Nabob, which 
happened by a flafh o lightning on the eighth of 
July, hasencousaged tbeShahzada to return with- 
in «a few cofe of w: city of Patna. Major Cail- 
laud, with our troops and thofe of the nme 
under 
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under his command, by our lateft advices, was 
in that city, fo that an action may very probably 
enfue. 

Every method has been tried for raifing a fum of 
money, as well for the fupplying your fettlemenr. 
as providing an inveftment here for the Compar’y. 
‘The troubles, which have this feafon continued fo 
late in the country, have fo much impeded the col- 
lection of our ‘I uncaws, that for a confiderable 
time paít we have had little more money in our 
treafury than fufficient to defray the current ex- 
pences of the fettlement. This being the real fi- 
tuation of our affairs, we perfuade ourfelves you 
will be convinced that your not receiving the fup- 
plies you may have expected from us is not owing 
to any neglect in us, as we cag, on the contrary, 
affure you we fhould, upon all occafions, moft 
chearfully contribute every thing in our power for 
the good of the fervice in general. 


N Eixtrac? of a Confultation of the 7th of 
Augulit 1760. Prefent Mef: Van Sittart, 
Sumner, Holwell M ‘G wire, Batfon, 
Verelit, Smyth, and Sm th. 


IN order to determine ‘por the expediency of 

complying with the applicz*tion of the Com- 
mittee of Aurungs, for a fufficient advance of 
money to compleat the invettment intended this 
year, the board think it neceflary to inquire into 
the prefent ftate of the treafuy,y, and tke farther 
fupplies that we have to depend on, fuppofing none 
to come from Europe, by the fhiigs +f this teafon, 
and to fet again{ft them, firft, he undifpenfible 
demands for the current chọrges of the prefidencys 
as the pay of the troops, t 1e marine charges, the 
fortifications and repairs, @ 
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Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, the following calculation is now 
framed, to include a whole year, commencing the 
firt of Auguft 1760, and ending the thirty-firft 
of July 1761. 











Rupees. 
Re maining this day in the treafury 1,060,008 
‘To be received from the Nabob the full 

amount of his debt, about 2 5,000,000 
‘To be received from the company’s 

lands 8,00,000 
IL Land and Sea cuftoms I,50,000 
In fales in the import warehoufe, and 

bills of exchange on Europe 2,000,000 











Total about 37,50,;cC00 


N. B. The amount of this calculation is 
237,50,000 rupees, to which we may add 12 lacks 
for the yearly amount of the lack of rupees per 
month, which the Nabob has ftipulated to pay for 
the field expences of our troops. The whole fum 
will be 49,50,000; of which it is to be obferved, 
that 37 lacks were ta he paid by the Nabob, and 
therefore could by «io means be depended on. The 
remainder is only 12.50,000 rupees, a fum very 
infufficient for dei saying even the current expences 
of the fetrlement, 

Of which it mav he computed, that eighteen 
lacks of upees will be required for the indifpenfi- 
ble charges of th troops, fortifications, &c. for 
twelve inonthks, arom the firft of Auguft 1760, 
to the thirty-firt of July 1761. And the prefident 
reprefents t t*e board, that the want of money 
upon the coait vegan to be very preffling before he 
left it, fo tliat there,feems to be an abfolute and 
immediate negeffiry or fending at leaft ten lacks 
to Madras, otherwieé the valit fums already dif- 
burfed there, and a.l the advantages thereby ac- 

: quired 
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quired over the enemy will be loft, at acrifis too, 
whenthere is great probability of purfuing the blow 
with fuccefs to the utmoft accomplifhment of our 
wifhes, by the reduction of Pondicherry. 

Thefe ten lacks for Madras muft therefore ha 
made up out of the firft monies that can be got o- 
gether, whether by loan, or from the Nabob’s 
‘Tuncaws and affignments. ‘here will yet remain 
ten lacks out of the before going computation, 
which will ferve to begin upon an invelftment next 
year, if no other urgent occafion fhould demand 
a fupply from it. 

But for the prefent year it is abfolutely im pofi- 
ble, unlefs our honourable matters fhould, con- 
trary to their laft mentioned intentions, fend us a 
fupply in the expected fhips. 

Upon the whole, it is the unanimous opinion 
of the board, that it will be moft for the Com- 
pany’s intereft, in this cafe of necefiity, to ftop 
any further advances on account of this year’s in- 
veitment: 


































O- Copy of a Lette- from Mr. Sykes fo 
Mr. Van Sittart. Deatea Coffimbazar, 16 
September 1760. 

Now inclofe you two letters from the Nabob, 

{ on perufinge which yon will find, I have not 

been fuccefsful in my application to him for the 

Fougedarry of Chittagong awd -_Sillétt. fie has 

acquainted me juft now with th renit of! his con- 

fultation yefterday with his minier’, Wirich isa 
downright refufal, alledging, ti at. ele two pro- 
vinces he has affigned for the nm mfertance of two 

of his fons, and Moniloll aĉ $ as thew Dewan. I 

informed him, that you did ve. mezn that our 

having thefe two countries: hOuld be any lois to 
him in his revenues, asewe would pay the fame _ 
the 
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the prefent poffeffor docs , yet he feems to think, 
that if we have once a factory at Chittagong, his 
people will be greatly controuled in the tranfac- 
tions in thofe parts. 














P--——-Copy of the Proceedings at a Committee. 
Prefent Mef- Van Sittart, Caillaud, Sum- 
ner, Holwell, and M‘Guire. 11 Sept. 
1760. 


H E colonel informs the Committee, that 
he left Patna the thirty firft of laft month, 
at which time the prince was at Dowdnagore on 
this fide the Soane; that all the reports of his 
croffling it were over, and that Monfieur Laws 
withMawdarah Dowla were preparing to repaís the 
river, and join him. It was faid, their next mo- 
tion would be towards Comgar Cawn, with whom 
the operations of the next campaign were to be 
fettled. 

Before we refolve upon a aba of future opera- 
tions, we will attempt 2<cdefcription of the ftate 
the Company’s affaig are rrow in, and this not to 
be confined tro Beng il, but with regard alfo to the 
exigencies of the oiher i1ettlements, who are told 
to depend on this fer fupplies of money. Our in- 
fluence encreafing from time to time, fince the re- 
volution krought 2ahout by Colonel Clive, fo have 
we been obliged sra amcreafe our force to fupport 











shat influe ice. have now more than a thou- 
fand Eurcypean five thoufand Seapoys, which 
with the cont e¢t.expences of an army, is far 


more tnan tł.e re. mues allotted for their Maime- 
mance. TF his:léħnciens»z; was not fo mucharermgec 
to whilft the imme fums ftipulated Øyane lait 
greaty were coming - but thefe- refoureas being 
pow quite exhauftecS 2nd mo fupplice™® ot money 


corhirre 
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coming from Europe, it becomes immediately né« 
ceffary to fecure to the Company fuch an income 
as will bear them clear of charges, and bring in 
befides a fupply for the emergencies of their other 
fettlements, and for providing cargoes for joad- 
ing home their fhips. 

The firft queftion then that naturally occurs is 
this, Whether that great forceis wanted ? 

That a lefs force would fecure the fertlement af 
Fort William, with its former bounds, againft 
any thing that is now in the country, is not tobe 
doubted, but it isascertain, that nothing but that 
influence and weight, which we maintain by the 
largenef{s of our force, can poffibly prevent the 
well-known defigns of the two principal European 
powers, who have long fhareal with us the bene- 
fats of the trade of this country ; and to this we 
may add, that the nearer we approach to a peace 
in Europe, the nearer we are to our danger here. 

Thefe confiderations, having their due weight, 
we believe few will difpute the neceffity of keep- 
ing up our prefent force, perhaps augmenting it. 
This granted, it follow that means muft be 
found within ourfelves of fu; vorting the expence, 
and thefe means can be noo her than a propor- 
tionable fhare of the revenues of the country. 

By the treaty made with the prefent Nabob, he 
is obliged, as often as in may be requifite for our 
troops to take the field, tofurnith a lack of rupees 
a month for their expences; twtr e uncertainty of 


























this payment has-been too lon  erieiiced to be 
any more depended on, nor 35 t Sy any 
means fufficient to anfwer the fe, funpofing 
the payment regularly mniade aut therefore 
be propofed to the Nabob: t2 afie za rhe Com- 
pany a much larger incon and 4s atiign rt in 
fuch a full and ample mai by giving to the 


Company the fole right of uf. diftriéts as he mof& 
eonvenient 
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convenient for our management, that we may no 
longer be fubject to the inconveniencies we ex- 
perienced from the late Tuncaws, being orders 
only on a certain part of the revenues. From the 
experienced weaknefs and unfteadinefs of the Na- 
bcb himfelf, and the nature of thofe dependents 
who now rule him, and who by felf-interefted 
views muit naturally oppofe every increafe of our 
Ower, as their own will of courfe be proportio- 
nably leffened, it is to be fuppofed, that ftuch a 
propofal would meet with all the difficulties that 
could poffibly be thrown in our way. Notwith- 
{tanding thefe difficulties we will fuppofe, that we 
fhould have weight enough to over-rule his coun- 
fellors, and to obtain his confent, we then juft 
keep our prefent footing. We have a fund for 
paying our troops, and thofe troops muft be em- 
ployed in the fervice of the Nabob, and this fer- 
vice, the fame as for two years paft, in oppofing 
the Shahzada, whofe defigns on thefe provinces, 
it is almaoit certain will {till be purfued. 

From the experience of thefe two years, it is 
pretty clear, that oa ®@ ops, though victorious in 
the field, yetcanrot by their fuccefs put an end to 
the troubles. The fame «2 fe which hath prevented 
it before {till exifts. The nature of thofe people in 
alliance with whom we ate to aét, who will not 
purfue the advantages we gain, and we not hav- 
ing the. means ip our power, for want of a body 



























of cavalry ur Sur command. Thus the war 
may be protr for years to come, and every 
year tne N s circumftances are worfe and 
worfe, thre an increaie of expence and lofs 
of revenues, anly by the devaftations which the 
enem” r make. int by the continual defection 
of lome 01 ‘s ow -ajahs and dependents. Many, 
in the courfe of cwo laft years, have declared 


themlielves; and tn. others are ripe for doing the 
fame 





32 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


fame is not to be doubted, particularly the Rajah 
of Beerboom, in a letter the governor lately re- 
ceived from him, has {poke his fentiments very 
freely. The province of Patna is already fo much 
reduced, by the two campaigns, as to be incapa 
ble of affording: fubfiftance to the prince any long- 
er, who muit always find on the fpot the means 
of carrying on the war, having, no refources within 
himfelf, and who confequently muft through ne- 
ceffity attempt next year to penetrate farther into 
Bengals and inthis he will no doubt be encoura- 
ged by the fuccefs, which attended his laft year’s 
incurfion as far as Burdwan. 

It is therefore next to be confidered, whether it 
is beft for the intereft of the Nabob, to purfue the 
prefent meafures, by continuing to oppofe the 
Shahzada, or to fupport him in his pretenfions to 
the crown of Delly ? Thetwo parties ftill fubfift, 
Between whom the throne is difputed, or rather 
who fhall give a king tothatghrone. One of thofe 
parties has repeatedly invited the Shahzada to him, 
and itis well known what offers he has made both 
to the Nabob and us for cun affiftance. The fame 
reafons may be fuppofed yet to have their weight 
with him, while the difpute re nains undecided ; 
and is it not probable, that fuch an affiftance gi- 
ven tothe prince, and trown into Abdalla’s fcale, 
would infure the fuccefs of the entervrize ? The 
immediate confequence of this to Rengal would be 























clearing the country of an en by removing 
the caufe whence all the late tr əs ami confu- 
fion have arifen ; and if we with Carrer our- 
felves we fhould fucceed, what adv res May not 





the Company expect? 

Suppofing this change of rneatures es not ap- 
pear to the Nabob inthe ligi > ha repreient- 
ed, it is to be confidered, her the exigencies 
of the Company’s affairs befs:é defcribed do not 

require 
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require our forming fuch connections independent- 
lu of him, as may over-rule the advice and iway 
ot his creatures and minifters. 

The unfortunate death of the young Nabob hav- 

ng created a number of feparate interefts, which 
ic is impoffible to conciliate to the fatisfaction of 
all,and thereby given the faire{t opportunity to any. 
other European power to gain a party to f{upporce 
them in their defigns of eitablifhing an influence 
here, is an inducement to make us follow fucha 
{y{ftem as will put this the moft out of their power. 

The fhare of influence we row enjoy in thefe 
provinces, however great in appearance, does not 
carry with it thofe real advantages and weighty ef- 
fects which are neceflary not to leave that power in 
danger of being difputed, and of failing us at a 
time when we moit want it, and nothing is more 
probable than that that period will happen on a 
peace. To prevent the evil coniequences of this, 
there feems now to orter fuch an opportunity of 
fecuring to ourfelves all that we could with in thts 
refpect, as likely may never happen again ; an op- 
portunity that will & ve us voth power and right. 

Another principe motive, that urges usto think 
of changing our fyt em, is .he want of money; a 
want that is not confined f> ourfelves alone, but 
upon which greatly depenn the operations on the 
ecoaft. Lhe reduction ot Pondicherry, and the 
provifion of an inveftment for loading home the 
next year’s fhips at all the three prefidencies. 

It is herciy co be doubted, but that the Shah- 
zada woula Ee wing to enter into a negotiation 
with ^s indepen -nt of the Nabob, but fuch a 
meafure weul?} reitresr be for the intereft nor the 
honour cf cur. .nativa. Our views in adopting the 
fy{tem fhoula we di: *-ed rather to {trenethen than 
weaken or overthrc E he prefent Subah. All we 
deffre is, to fee the power removed out of the 


hands 
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hands of that fort of men, who now rule and direc: 
the affairs of the Nabob, and through whofe mil- 
managements and frauds, the country and his ad- 
miniftration fuffer fo confiderably, and to have 
fuch a fhare of power invefted in the Company as 
will enable them to prevent the bad confequences 
of fo many contending interefts ; will effectually 
put a ftop to that diffipation of revenues which 
hath reduced the Nabob to his prefent diftrefied 
condition, which revenue, if properly applied, 
would leave him nor us any thing to fear from 
the defigns of any enemy, and effectually fecure to 
us fuch a fund as would anfwer al! our prefent 
preffing, exigencies, ancl in time prove-an increafe 
of honour and advantage ta the nation and the 
Company. 


Q—The Prefident lays before the Committee, 
the following Letter wich be lately received 


fromthe Rajab of Burboom. 
Hanks be given to the Almighty at this 
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< happy time, Í ha e received your moft 
kind letter, acquain ing me of your appoint- 
ment tothe admini tranmon of the affairs of the 
Company, and yorr fafe arrival in Calcutta. 
It has filled my heart ith a joy too great for ex- 
preffion, and I have offered up ‘my praifes to 
Gop for it. May the Almighty beitow on 
you a daily encreafe of honor and incline you 
to favour your well-wifher. T~-ns is the ftate 
of my affairs. By the count:nartce and care of 
you, gentlemen, my Zemin.? aee had begun to 
put on a flourifhing app erance; but lately, 
fance I have been deprived of that advantage, 
the magittrate of the country, who has rebelled 
againft his fovereigr, affi€é everyman of worth 
and honour with infults and indignities, from 
ee which 
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~ which the ftriéteft obedience is nofecurity. By 
© the commands of the Lord of the univerfe, I 
< have put myfelf in readinefs. You are a wile 
ts and confiderate man. “The principles of your 
‘<< religion ordain, that every man fhould be put 
e in poffeffion of his right; and by your cu- 
<: {toms too, the king is entitled to obedience. 
<e Thefe confaderations, added to the long friend- 
‘<< fhip I have had for your country, perfuade me 
*< that you will engage in nocaufe that fhall op- 
“© pofe that of Shah Aulum. Since your inclina- 
<< tions and mine are always the fame, 1] hope 
“< from the countenance of your favour to be al- 
ways made happy by the news of your welfare, 
“<< and that you will take care of me.” 





R— Extract of the Proceetings af a Com- 

mittee, the 15th Sapc. 1760. Prefent, 
Mef: Van Sittart Caillaud, Sumner, Hol- 
well, and MtGswire. 








HE great objects f our prefent delibera- 
tions are Firft, Zhe fecuring a fund of 
money for the piyefene aid future exigencies 
of this fetrlement, as well 25 the other two prefi- 
dencies, no money being expected from Europe. 
And fecondly, Fhe putting an end to the di- 
{turbances fofmented and kept up by the Shah- 
zada in feveral pafts of thefe provinces, that the 
whole ts1:y be uns ed under the Nahob and he 
put under tne mo e immediate influence of the 
Company, whof torte is his chief fupport and 
dependence, by this: means enabling us to 1o0ina 
large bodv of country troops to our own to Op- 
pole any attempts of European or country powers. 

The queition to be confidered is, vwvyhether we 
can beft arrive at thefe ends by following the pre- 
1) 2 tent 
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fent fyftem of oppofing the Shahzada, or by pro- 
pofing to him an alliance with the Englifh, and 
she affiftance of part of our forces to proceed with 
him to Delly, and fupport him in his pretenfions 
¢o the throne. 

(The difficulties on both fides having been / 
confidered ) 

Refolved therefore unanimoufly, That the en- 
ae into an alliance with the Shahzada is a 
-necefiary and expedient meafure. The prefident. 
is accordingly defired to prefs Coffein Aly Cawn 
on the fubjeét of our expences, and our great di- 
ftrefs for money, fo as to draw from him fome 
propofal of means for removing thofe difficulties, 
by which poffibly we may be ableto form ajudg- 
ment, whether he might not be brought to join 
in this negotiation, and in procuring the Na- 
bob’s confent. 
























S— Extract of the Proceedings of a Com- 
mittee of the 16% of Sept. 1760. Prefent, 
Mef.Van Sittart; Caillaud, Sumner, Hol- 
well, and M'G wv ire. 








A ig prefident ai quaints the Committee, that 
in a long converfation he had laft night 
with Coffein Aly Cawn, he had an opportunity 
of making fome progrefs towards the dticoveries 
a or carrying on the negociation propofed 
yeiterday ; and that, withou letting, l] im know 
any thing of our. defign, he hat led him ro make 
fuch declarations of his defir! tra have tlle rule 
over the Nabob, and the general management of 
the affairs of the province, as amount almoft to 
a proof of his readinefs to aét the part intended. 
for him. 
























After 
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After telling him much of our regard, and of 
our opinion of him, asthe fitteft perion for con- 
ducting the great affairs of the Bengal govern- 
ment, I began to make him ftronge reprefertrations 
on the fubject of the Company’s expences; that 
the immediate charges of the army far exceeded 
the fum affigned for that purpofe, which fum alfo 
was not regularly paid, there b2inge now three or 
four months arrears; that befides this he could 
not but be fenfible how much the Company gave 
up in the other parts, for the fake of providing: 
for the fecurity of Bengal, withdrawing their 
forces from the Deccan and Madras, and fending 
continually frefh fupplies from Europe. I repre- 
fented to him farther, the greatlofs the Company 
had fuffered by the long continuance of the pre- 
fent war with the Shahzada. and how much it 
was to be wifhed, for the-gen tral benefit, that an 
end could be put to it, fo: s :o enable the Nabob 
to reduce his expences collect his full reve- 
mues: of which agr_at partis now loft by the ra- 
vages of the er particuiarly the whole pro- 
duce of the Patna province. 

In anfwer to this, Cor zin Aly Cawn replied, 
that he has it not at prefe it in his power to pro- 
vide in a proper manner ‘or the fupply of the 
Company ; that if we coul: undertake to give him 
the general management »y the country, by tak- 
ing it Out of the hands or thofe who are now en- 
truíted with ıt by the Nabob, he would then make 
fuch affignments, in favour of the Company, as 
fhould e perfect] to our fatisfaétion. At the 
fame Time ne infinuated, that this would undoubt- 
edly iheet with cfopofition at Moorfhedabad, and at 
firft prove very difagreeable to the Nabob him- 
felf ; for which reafon, it would be Quite necefia- 
ry to have a force at hand to fupport him. By 
which being enabled to ogcr-rule the prefent evil 
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counfellors of the Nabob, he could anfwer foe 
bringing the Nabob himfelf into {uch terms as 
fhould be agreed on here. 


Copy of the Treaty concluded between 
Air: Van Sittart, anada zbe Gentlemen of the 
Select Committee, azd rhe Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Cotiim Cawn. 


T 





I. THLE Nabob Meer Mahomed Jafħer Cawn 
fhall continue in pofieffion of his digni- 
ties, and all aftairs be tranfacted in his name, 
and a fuitable income fhall be allowed for his 
expences. 

II. The Neabut of the Soubadaree of Bengal, 
sazimabad, and Oriffa, &c. fhhall be conferred by 
his excellency the N .oc=on Meer Mahomed Cof- 
fim Cawn. He fhal te invefted with the admi- 





niftration of all the of the provinces, -andl 
after his Excellency fhalf 4.-ceed to the go- 
vernment. 


III. Betwixt us antl Meer Mahomed Coffim 
Cawn, a firm friendfhip and union is eftablifhed. 
Hilis enemies are Our er :mies, and his friends are 
our friends. 

IV. The Europeans and the Seapoys of the 
Englifh army fhall be ady to affift the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Coffim Cawn inthe management 
of all affairs, and in all affairs depencent on him 
they fhall exert themfelves ro the utrmoft of their 
abilities. 

V. For all charges of the Comparry, d of 
the faid army, and provifions fer the field, &c. 
the lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chit- 
tagong fhall be affigned, and Sunnuds for that 
purpoie fhall be written and granted. The Coni- 
pany is to itand to ali loties, and receive all the 

profits 
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profits of thefe three countries; and we will ies 
mand no more than the three affignments alore- 
íaid. 

VI. One half of the Chunam produced at Sillet 
for three years fhall be purchaied by the Gema- 
ftahs of the Company, from the people of ths 
government, at the cuftomary rate of that place. 
The tenants and inhabitants of that place ihais 
receive no injury. 

VII. The baliance of the former Tuncaws fhall 
be paid according to the Hiilbundee agreed upon 
with the Royroyan. The jewels which have been 
pledged fhall be received back again. 

VIII. We will not allow the tenants of the Sir- 
car to fettle in the lands of the Lenghih Company, 
neither fhall the tenants of the Company be allow- 
ed to fettle in the tands of the Sircar. 

IX. We will give no ;:ro: ećłion to the depen- 
dents of the Sircar, in the !inds or the factories 
of the Company, neit’.= all any proteclion be 
given to the deper?_nts of the Company in the 
lands of the Sir and whoever fhall Ay to either 
party for refuge fhall be given up. 

X. The meafures for war or peace with the 
Shahzada, and raifing fu plies of money, and the 
concluding both thefe prints, fhall be weighed 
in the fcale of reafon, ind whatever is judged 
expedient fhall be put is execution; and it fhall 
be fo contrived, by our joint counfels, that he be 
removed fröm this country, nor tuffered to get 
any footing in it. Whether there be peace with 
the She‘zada or rot, our agreement with Meer 
Mahomeu Coffim Cawn, we will, by the grace of 
Gop; inviolably obferve, as long as the Englifh 
Company’s factories continue in this country. 
Dated the 17th day of the month of Suffur, in 
the year 1174 of the Hegyra. 


D 4 V — Copy 
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V——Copy of the Sele&t Committee’s Infiruc- 
tious to Nz. Van Sittart aud Colonel Cail- 
laud. 


S fome days have already elapfed fince the 

Prefident, at the defire of the Committee, 
wrote to Mr. Amyatt, of the intended negotia- 
tion with the Shahzada, and as one copy of Roy- 
doolub’s letter to the Prince has been forwarded 
by his own people, we may expect, that within 
fifteen or twenty days from this time, fomething 
of it will tranfpire, and the report fpread ta 
mMoorfhedabad. It is not to be doubted, but that 
the Nabob will be extremely alarmed at the firft 
news of it, and that thofe, who now rule him, 
will ufe their influence to encreafe his fears and 
fufpicions, and to mak him as averfe as poffible 
to acquiefcing in th meafures we propofe to a- 
dopt, and towhich@ -m Aly Cawn has acceded. 
Ie will be necefiary, have perfons commiffioned 
with full powers from hence, d that they be 
fuch as will have ge = enough on the one part, 
to keep Coffim Aly Casan firm to the agreements 
he has entered into; ar 1 on the other, to fupport 
him fo ftrongly, as to natele him to over-rule the 
WNabob, and all his pre ent advifers. 

This entire confident = we place in you, em- 
powering you to act, according to your own dif- 
cretion, in all circumftances that may occar, and 
the better to enable you to accomplhifh our inten- 
tions, and prevent any difturbance, we have 
thought proper to make a detachment c® two 
compleat companies of military, a compasry of 
artillery with four pieces of cannon, and Captain 
Tabbay’s battalion of Seapoys, who are to act 
under your orders. This detachment is repre- 
fented to the Nabob as defigned to reinforce the 


army 
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army at Patna, but it is not our intention, that 
they fhall proceed farther than Coffimbazar, 
unlefs the approach of the Burboom, or other 
difaffeéted Rajahs, or Jemmadars, fhould make 
it neceflary to fend them out to oppofe them. 

If the affairs of Patna fhould not abfolutely re- 
quire the Colonel’s immediate proceeding there, 
we would have him remain at Moorfhedabad till 
this affair fhall be fettled there, and the govern- 
ment put under the regulation propofed. In which 
cafe you will pleafe to forward to Mr. Amyatt the 
general inftructions of the twenty-fourth and twen- 
ty-fifch, direéted to him and the Colonel, with 
orders to Captain Knox to co-operate with the 
chief of Patna, in the execution of the faid in- 
{tructions,: When the Colonel proceeds to Patna, 
Major Yorke will remain with the command of 
the detachment, and wil rrdlow the orders of the 
governor for his further pyc ceedings: 

You will be continser tvifed of the news we 
may receive, and of any alteration that may hap- 
pen here, in axde that you may take the neceflary 
meafures for tending back the detachment, in cafe 


any danger fram abroad fhould threaten the fet- 
tlement. 











W —Copy of a Lette from Mr.Van Sittart 
to the Seleét Committee. 
Dated Coffimbazar, 15 Oct. 1760. 


Came here by eafy ftages, in order to give 
time for Coffim Aly Cawn, as well as the de- 
tackmen’, to arrive before me. 

Wefterday evening I reached this place, and this 
morning, the Nabob did me the honour of a vifit. 
After the firft ceremonies, he defired a private 
converfation, which he opened by reprefenting 
the dangerous fituation of affairs at Patna, and 
defiring 
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defiring the Colonel might be fent back with ail 
pofflible expedition. This gave me the opportu- 
nity of picturing to him the general weak condi- 
tion of his government, occafioned not ío much 
by the want of means in the country, as by the 
abufe and evil adminiftration of thofe to whom he 
had entruited the management; that the Colonel’s 
going to Patna, without a Jarge fupply of money, 
would be of no ufe; and that it is not by tempo- 
rary remittances of forty or fifty thoufand rupees 
that the prefent confufion can be remedied, or his 
affairs carried on in future, but by fome general 
regulation, which may give more confidence to 
his Officers and troops. I defcribed every thing in 
the worft light I could, in hopes that, by magni- 
fying his difficulties, I might bring him more 
eafily to confent to thofe meafures which we have 
refolved on. This fee ne to operate in the manner 














I could wifh. He íar] more than once, that „he 
would gladly follow «twice I fhould propofe 
to him, defired that woulcrennfider the matter 





fully between this and to mor evening, and 
promifed on his part to do the fame, and that he 
would then meet me at Moradbaug, and come 
to fuch determination as_fhall approve. 

Upon the whole, I h: ve gwreat hopes I fhall be 
able to obtain the prec cooled advantages for the 
Company. Obtain the. indeed, I wi:Jl at all 
events; but I hope, and much with, to get it 
done without exerting any force. 

P. S. Inclofed is a letter from Mr Amyatt. 
T roubles muft be expected at Patna, untihmeans 
are found of paying fome money to the Nabob’s 
troops. The Nabob’s not writing himfelf, after 
repeatedly fpreffing us to do it was very extraor- 
dinary ; however, I am not forry at this time to 
have io ftriking an inftance to urge of the weaknefs 
and unfteadinefs of his prefcent povernment. 

W a-——T Ee 
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W a— The following is an Extraéi of Mr. A- 
myatt’s Letter here mentioned. 
Satria, 4 Oct. 1760. 





Gentlemen, 


HE Nabob has not wrote to Rajebul- 

< lub, and by what Mr. Sykes writes 
<< me, he will not till he has feen Colonel Cail- 
< laud, but, notwithftanding this, Rajebullub 
æ is very willing and glad to go to Moarfheda- 
< bad, and wanted to fet out immediately. The 
‘¢ army, hearing this, furrounded his houfe, abu- 
fed and uted him ill, feized upon his boats, and 
<< for thefe three days paft there has been fuch a 
<< fcene of confufion I cannot exprefs it; the Sea- 
‘© poys are no ways und Meir commander, and 
< do almoít what they plenfe. And this fcene is 
< likely to continue, #< —ərobably may end in 
Rajebullub’s bei sg cut off, or fome difaiter 
upon the citv. Nothing but the fear of our 
% army pre entsit; for a trifle will ftir them up 
“© to raíhneís; however,: they have obliged him 
“© to fwear he will not ṣo, till money or Coffim 
ss Aly Cawn comes; ina :ed, they will not Jet him 
‘ go, and ufe him moft exceffively ill.” 




















X— Copy of a Letter from Mr. Var. Sittart 
and Colonel Caillaud zo the Seleé&t Com- 
mittee. 

Dated Moradbaug, 21 O&t. 1760. 


Gentlemen, 


FIE governor. wrote you yefterday of the af- 
i fairs here being fettled to the Company’s 
advantage. We fhall now have the honour to 


acquaint you with the ftefss by which we advanced 
to this point of fuccefe. The 
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The Nabob’s vifit to the Governor at Coffim- 
bazar the fifteenth of the month, as well as that 
we paid him the next day in return, pafied only 
in general converfation. The eighteenth, he 
came here to talk upon bufinefs. In order to 
give him a clear and full view of the bad ma- 
nagement of his minifters, by which his own af- 
fairs as well as the Company’s are reduced to 
fo dangerous a ftate, and the inhabitants in ge- 
neral to want and mifery, we had prepared three 
letters, which after a fhort and friendly intro- 
duction, the Governor delivered to him, and of 
which tranflations are hereunto annexed under 
No. I, II, and III. 

The Nabob feemed much affeéted by the peru- 
fal of the letters, but endeavoured more to put 
an end to the conference. than to propofe a re- 
medy to the evils. VW = however prevailed on 
him to fend for his dint er to Mroradbaug, and in 
a manner infifted on caming to fame deter- 
mination for the immediate referm of his govern- 
ment. At length, he confeffied lim {elf thro’ age 
and grief incapable alone of ftruggling againft fo 
many difficulties, and deGred he might have time 
to confult with his frie ads. We told him, the 
men, with whom he hai lately advifed, were nof 
his friends, but his grez eft enemies ; that his re- 
turning again, in the mi f of them. would only 
be the means of augmenting His diffieulties ; that 
he had much better take the affiftance of one from 
among his relations, on whofe attachment and 
fidelity he might more fafely rely. Ele named 
five or fix, and among them Coffim Aly Cawn ; 
we afked him, which of that number was moft 
fit to affGift him in his prefent exigencies ? He 
replied, without any hefitation, that Cofim Aly 
Cawn was the moft proper. WNeverthelefs it was 
with the urmoft difficulty we could prevail on 

him 
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him to fend for him, and fo very late, that be- 
fore Cofliin Aly Cawn could arrive, the old Na- 
bob was iv extremely fatigued, and in duch a 
{tate of anxiety, that we could not refufe his re- 
turn home to take his reft. We were convinced, 
indeed, that it would be to no purpofe to keep 
him ; for tuch was the jealoufy he difcovered with 
regard to Cofim Aly Cawn, that we faw he ne- 
ver would confentr, without fome fort of force, to 
give the other the means of reftoring order to his 
atfairs. An hour or two after the Nabob’s de- 
parture, Coffim Aly Cawn arrived, and feemed 
to be extremely apprehenfive, that the Nabob, 
inftead of truiting him with the management of 
his affairs, would endeavour, by fome means or 
other, to getrid*%f him. We agreed therefore 
in opinion with him, tlt-# he fhould not go tothe 
Wabob’s houfe, until meafures were taken for his 
fecurity. We retolved, however, to give the 
IWNabob the next c~y (the nineteenth) to reflect 
upon the lerters seforementioncd, in hopes, that 
he would propoOie fome means of regulation. We 
heard nothing from him.all day, but found by 
our inteiiigence, that he had been in council with 
his old aivifers, Keesir n), Moonilaul and Che- 
con, whofe advice, we ere fure, would be con- 
trary to the welfare c the country in general, 
and that af the Company in particular. We de- 
termfrned, therefore, to act immediately upon the 
INabob’s fears. There could not be a better op- 
portur.ity than the night of the nineteenth af- 
torzed, ıt being the concltufion of the Gentoo 
feait, when all the principal people of that caft 
would be pretty well fatigued with their ceremo- 
nies. We determined, therefore, that Colonel 
Caillaud with the two companies of Military and 
fix companies of Seapoys fhould crofs the river, 
between three and Sour tn the morning, and hav- 

ing 
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ving joined Coffim Aly Cawn and his people, 
march to the Nabob’s palace, and furrouncdl it juis 
at day-break, being extremely defirous tọ pre- 
vent any difturbance, or bloodfhed. The Gover- 
nor wrote a letter to the Nabob, (the tranflation 
of which is annexed, No. IV.) and delivered it to 
the Colonel to fend it to him, at fuch time, as he 
fhould chink moft expedient. Mleatures were at 
the fame time taken, for feizing the perfons of Kee- 
niram, Mioonilaul, and Checon, our intention be- 
ing only to remove chole three unworthy mini- 
fters, and place Coffim Aly Cawn in the full 
management of all the affairs, in quality of de- 
puty and fucceffor to the Nabob. “I'he Gsovernor 
remained at Moradbaug, in reacitne{s to pay a 
vifit of congratulation ro rhe DT urbar, as {oon as 
the point fhould be fettléa. 

The neceffary preparations being accordingly 
made, with all the care and fecrecy imaginable, 
the Colonel embarked with the troops, joined 
Coffim Aly Cawn, without the ewerft alarm, and 
marched into the court-yard of the palace, juit 
At the proper initant:* Phe pates of tne inner 
court beine fur, the Colonel formed ihis men 
without, and tent the c«csS8eernor’s letter to the 
Mlabob, who Was at Bret in á great frases, and 
lone threatened he would make what refiitance 
he could, and take his fate. The CGwolonel for- 
bore ail hoftilities, and feveral meflages paffed by 
the means of Mr. Haftings and Mr. L.ufington, 
whofe ferviceson this occafion deferve notice. The 
affair remained in this doubtful ftate about two 
hours, when the Nabob finding his perfitting was 
to no purpote, tent a meflage to Coilim Aly Cawn, 
informing him, he was ready ro fend him the 
feals, and all the enligns of digt:ity, and to order 
the Nabit to be ituck up in his name, provided 
nhe Would apree, to take the whole charge of the 
govern- 
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government upon him, to difcharge all the ar- 
rears due tothe troops, to pay the ufual revenues 
to the king, to fave his life and honour, and to 
give him an allowance fufficient for his mainte- 
nance. All thefe conditions being agreed to, 
Coffim Aly Cawn was proclaimed, and the oid 
Nabob came out to the Colonel, declaring, that 
he depended on him for his life; and the troops 
then took poffeffion of all the gates, and netice 
was fent to the Governor, who came immedicte- 
ly, and the old Nabob met him in the gate- wav. 
afking if his perion was fafe, which feemed vao 
to be all his concern. The Governor told ire, 
not only his perfon was fafe, buc his governi:...-°* 
too if he pleafed, of which it never was intended 
to deprive him. The Nabob anfwered. cbar he 
had no more bufinefs at the city, rhat he fhould 
be in continual danger from Coffim Aly Cawn, 
and that if he was permitted to go and live ae 
Calcutta, he fhould be extreme!y happy and con- 
tented. ‘Thoug:> we could not help lamenting: his 
fudden fall, we were not forry for this propofal, 
as the affairs will doubtlefs be better managed 
without him, and the adwantages {ftipulated’ for 
the Company be obtæamec without the leaft difti- 
culty or delay. Coffim #ly Cawn was accord- 
ingly feated on the thrasc, and we paid him our 
congratulatigms in ene ufual form. All the Jem- 
madeis, merchants and others, refiding in the 
city, cahe immediately, and made their acknow- 
ledgimet rs to the new Subah, and in the evening 
ever, thing was as perfectly quiet as if there had 
been no change. The people in general feem 
much pleafed with this revolution, and we are 
particularly happy in its having been brought 
about, without the leaft difturbance in the town, 
ora drop of blood fpilt. 

The 
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The advantages to the Company are great ins 
deed. The Phirmauns for the countries of Burd- 
wan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, we fhall re- 
ceive immediately, as well as that for half of the 
Chunam produced at Sillet. A very fevere order 
has already been iffued, forbidding all the fhroffs 
and merchants to refufe the Calcutta Siccas, or to 
afk any Batta on them. A fupply of money will 
be fent with the Colonel for the payment of the 
troops at Patna, and we have even fome hopes of 
obtaining a prefent of three or four lacks befides, 
to fend down to Calcutta to-help out the Com- 
pany in their prefent oceafions there, and at Ma- 
drafs. The former ballance is to be paid month- 
Jy tothe old Nabob’s Kiftbundy. 

We are the more pleafed with this fortunate 
event at this time, when the approach of peace 
in Europe gives us reafon to fear the other Fu- 
ropean nations will And leifure to difturb us here. 
We fhall have now ftrong refources within our- 
felves, and an ally whofe attachment to the Com- 
pany may be depended on. ‘The old Nabob 
could by no means be relied on for fuch an occa- 
fion. Both his means and defire of fupporting us 
were very uncertain, as his Behaviour in the Dutch 
troubles evinced. 

The old Nabob did net think himfelf fafe even 
for one night inthe city. Conim Aèy Cawn fup- 
plied him with boats, and gave him leave xo take 
away as many of his women as he defirad, and a 
reafonable quantity of cloaths and jJewes. We 
furnifhed him with a ftrong efcort of Europeans 
and Seapoys, and intended to lodge him at Hee- 
rogeel ; but he would not truft himfelf there, and 
begged he might fleep in his boats clofe to Mo- 
radbaug, which he did accordingly. We fhall 
take care, that Cofflim Aly Cawn provides everys 
>” thing 
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thing that is convenient and hand{fome for him- 
felf and his women, and fettle upon him a tuf- 
ficient allowance for his maintenance, and then 
difpatch him witha ftrong efcort to Calcutta. You 
will pleafe to provide two houfes for his reception ; 
there are two belonging to Subiram Byfauc and 
Raufbery Seet, which the Royroyan occupied when 
he was at Calcutta; if thefe can be got, we judge 
they will anfwer very well. 

Hilis legitimate wife, called the Begum, the mo- 
ther of the deceafed Chuta Nabob, and of Coffim 
Aly Cawn’s wife, refufed to accompany the old 
Nabob, with whom, fhe fays, fhe has not been 
in good harmony for a long time paft, that fhe 
is very glad the government is put into fuch good 
hands, and that fhe fhall live much happier with 
her daughter and fon-in-law. 

The oid Nabob is now pretty eafy, and feems 
to be reconciled to the lofs of a power, which he 
owns to have been rather a burthen than a plea- 
fure, and too much for his abilities to manage 
fince the death.otf his fon , and the enjoyment of 
the reft of his days in fecurity, under the Englifh 
protection, feems to be the chief objeét of his 
wiihes. 


Y—No. I. Tranflaetion of an Addrefs pre- 
femted te ibe Nabeb jather Aly Cawn, y 
the Gever. 














Dated 18 O€t. 1760. 
HEN I was at Madras, Colonel Clive 


frequently wrote to me upon the ftate of 
the affairs of this country, and told me, that 
whenever he quitted this country to return to 
europe, he would procure my appointment to 
(ae government. T he fricndfhip and connections 
SMaewscen your Excellency and the Colonel are weil 
known 
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known to me, and I hoped ,to have found all af- 
fairs carried on entirely according to the treaty, 
but what I obferved upon my arrival, I fhall now 
lay before you particularly. i 

š. The Englifh forces, who are employed in 
your fervice, and in the fupport of your govern- 
ment at Patna, are kept without their pay. 

II. T he forces of the government, who are fta- 
tioned in thofe parts, are difcontented and difaf- 
fected to the fervice for want of their pay. 

III. Ii he Seapoys of Moorfhedabad had fur- 
rounded your palace, in a tumultuous manner, 
for the arrears of their pay, and endangered your 
life; how deeply I was affected cannot be ex- 
prefied; Gop is witnefs what I felt on that 
occafion. 

IV. I plainly perceived, that the minifters of 
this court, from their covetous and bafe difpofi- 
tions, had fet afide all juftice, were plundering 
the poor without caufe, and doing what they 
pleaíed, not even with-holding their hands from 
the lives of the people, deftroying the fubjeéts, 
and bringing ruin and defolation on the country. 

V. The ícarcity of provifions, &c. is fo great 
as was never before known in this country, info- 
much that the people of all degrees are in the 
greatett diftrefs. Thig can be owing to no other 
caufe but the bad management of your minifters. 

VI. Formerly, at the defire or the Englifh 
Company, a mint was eftablifhed in Calcutta, 
and it was your order, that the Sicca of Cal- 
cutta, of the fame weight and finenefs as the Sic 
cas of Moorfhedabad, fhould pafs for equal va- 
lue. Notwithitanding your Perwanah for the 
enforcing this grant, the officers of the pro- 
vinces have not fuffered Fhem to país, but, con- 


trary to your order, require and infift on a Batta 
on the Siccas. 

















VII. The 
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VII. The war with the Shahzada {till conti- 
nues, notwithitanding the fums expended, and 
the endeavours of the Fienglifh forces. This aft- 
fair is yet no nearer to a conclufion than the fir it 
day. Excepting the fort of Patna, no part of 
the Bahar province remains in your poffeffion. 
All the lands and villages are in a {tate of ruin, 
and the Zemindars in every place are ready to 
join the Shahzada’s army, as appears from the 
letter to me to this purpofe from Beerboom. 
From thefe circumitances it evidently appears to 
me, that all thefe difficulties cameto pafs after 
the death of your fon, the late Chuta Nabob. 
From which time, the miniiters of your govern- 
ment, regarding only their own intereft, neglect 
the good of the country, and the welfare of your 
fubjects, and employ them<£elves in opprefiing the 
poor, in rapine, violence, injuftice, and iniqui- 
ty. When I faw the affairs of the Sircar in the 
hands of fuch faithlefs and unworthy men, and 
every thing tending ftill further to ruin, I lifted 
up my eyes to heaven, and bewailed my {trange 
fate, that Providence fhould fend me into this 
country at fuch atime, and in the midit of fuch 
calamities, when thie dignity of the Nabcb, the 
reputation of the Company, and the profperity 
of the country are almuft expired. After long 
confideratian, |l conciuded, that I would make 
one vigorous tr.) immediately to remedy all thefe 
eviis, hoping by Gobp’s affiftance to furmount al} 
dificulties. Or this realon, I am come with 
great joy h.to yeur prefence, and am happy in 
Paying you my reiprets. 
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Ya No. Il. Tranflation of an Addrefs pre- 
fented to the Nabob Jafher Aly Cawn, by 


the Goveri10r- 
Dated 18 O&t. 1760. 


r i “EIE minifters that are about your perfon, 

and who cranfaét your bufinefs, are people 
that are wavering and changing in their councils, 
as is evident from the Perwanah you frequently 
fent me, complaining of the bad conduct and 
wicked intentions of Mahrajah Rajebullub, in-. 
fitting upon his being recalled by fome means 
or other. The Colonel, confidering the fituation 
of affairs at that time, recommended Rajebullub 
to you; and you fent me a copy of his recom- 
mendation in a letter. which you did me the ho- 
nour to write to me, and faid, you was furpriz- 
ed, that the Colonel would recommend a man fo 
very unfit for every bufinefs. You alfo fent me 
word by the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Cawn, 
and the Royroyan, that the bufinefs of the moft 
confequence was to get Rajebullub down from 
Patna; I therefore, agreeably to your defire, 
wrote to Mr. Amyatt to fend him down. Gop 
only knows what counfe! your minifters gave, that 
the Perwanah was deferred being fent; but that 
is the true caufe of the troubles now at Patna. 
It is a known maxim, that ~ government, where 
the counfels change every day, cannor be well re- 
es ulated. 


Yb—No. Ill. Treaenflation of a Lerrer prefent- 
ed to the Nabob Jafier Aly Cawn, 4y the 
Grovecrior . 

















Dated 18 O&. 1760. 


i poe E important affans, for the regulation af 
which I have was<d upon you, are fubone- 


ced 
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ted to your confideration, in a feparate addrefs 
containing feven articles. Now that [I a!n here, 
this is the time for opening the docr of the difi- 
culties therein mentioned, which is only to be ef- 
fected by the Key of your enlightened wifdom. 
If this opportunity be loft, another will hardly 
occur, when we can meet together fo conveni- 
ently. Befides the particulars, which I have ta- 
ken notice of, and the payment of the arrears due 
to the Englifh troops, and thofe of the Sircar, ir 
is neceffary to make a large provifion for future 
exigencies. You have already given in pledge 
jewels for a large amount to be difcharged by dif- 
ferent payments, agreed and figned to in your 
hand. How this fum is to be paid, unlefs the 
country is fettled, I do not perceive. The pay 
allowed for the Englifth army has been limitted to 
a lack of rupees per month. As the difturbances 
an the country have increafed every day 3; for that 
reafon large fums have been expended in bringing 
foldiers from Europe and Madras, and in raifingg 
Seapoys. On this account, a lack of rupees is by 
no means fufficient. Let your Excellency duly 
reflect, that your own Seapoys, in the time of 
extremity, preferring their own fafety, have join- 
ed with the forces ot the enemy ; and the Einglifh 
forces, devoted entirely to your fervice, and the 
deftruction of our enemies, never were guilty of 
fuch a cone act, nor ever will be; and by the 
Dleffing of Gop wherever the Englifh ftandard 
has been fixed,they have always proved victorious. 
Upon tais account, it is by no means becoming 
your wifdom to neglect fuch brave men, or to 
deny them their due rewards. It is necefflary, 
that for this bufinefs yo ur-Excellency grant the 
I nglith Company cette¢a lands fufficient for the 
pay ot the troops, the expemces of the artillery, 
and the provifion of ftores ag. that without any 

eS. 3 -i trouble 
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trouble to yourfelf all thefe charges may be de- 
frayed from the produce of thofe lands, and our 
arms always ready to be employed in your fer- 
vice ; otherwife I muft fubmit to neceffity. My 
ccencern for my own honour wili not fuffer me to 
be unmoved at the Company’s lofs, but I muft 
feek fome expedients for promoting the interefts 
of the Company, and removing the evilsthey are 
opprefled with, and thofe expedients muft be 
adopted. But if your affliction for the death of 
your fon has taken that hold upon your mind, 
that you cannot attend to the remedying, of fuch 
great difficulties, it is proper, that you appoint 
fome capable perfon, from among your children, 
in the place and dignity of your faid fon the Nabob 
WNafir-ool-moolk, wha may take charge of all 
thofe affairs, regulate the bufinefs of the country, 
and remove all thefe difficulties, that your Ex- 
cellency, freed from all the troubles and fatigues 
of the tranfactions, may remain without care and 
uneafinefs, and the fhadow of your protection 
over{pread the whole. 


Yeo—No. IV. Tranflation of a Letter from: the 
Governor to the Nabob. 
Dated ro Oct. at Night. 


Have been waiting all this day in expeéctation, 
that you would have fettled fome -f the weigh- 
ty and urgent affairs, upon which I ye erday con- 
ferred with you, and that you woul have ac- 
quainted me with your determination; ™ut you 
have not favoured me with any anfwer concern- 
ing them. From hemze it plainly appears; that 
as long as thofe evil coumfellors remain about 
your perfon, whatfocever I im.sy reprefent to you 
for your profpeiity ang wemware, and the goo or 
the country, will h à © Ho eect. ‘Sate Tolly. of 
thofe 
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thofe people will foon deprive you of your govern- 
ment, and prove the ruin likewife of the Compa- 
my’s affairs. I have judged it improper, that fuch 
evils and difgrace fhould be brought upon us for 
the fake of two or three men. For this reafon, I 
have fent Colonel Caillaud with forces to wait up- 
on you. When the faid Colonel arrives, he wiil 
expel thofe bad counfellors, and place your affairs 
in a proper ftate. I will fhortly follow. Let not 
your Excellency be under any apprehenfions, but 
chearfully receive the Colonel, and give orders to 
your men that they commit no difturbances, nor 
raife tumults inthe city. I folemnly declare, that 
I have no other view but your good and welfare. 
Look upon me as your fincere well-wifher, and. 
remain fatished. 


L — Extract of a Letter from Mr. NV an Sittart. 
to Mr. Ellis. 




















Moradbaug, 22 Oct. 1760. 


H E old Nabob fet outthis morning for Cal- 
cutta, efcorted by a company of Europeans, 
and one of Seapoys, under the command of Cap- 
tain Robertfon. I meamtioned, in my letter laft 
night, that he would be glad to remain at Chit- 
pour, until the houfes are repaired for his recep- 
tion. You wilt pleafe to fend two of the gentle- 
men to me% nim at the French Gardens, and in 
every wav receive him witha decent refpect. He 
took his leave with great chearfulnefs, and, I be- 
lieve, .the days of his eafe will do him more ho- 
nour chan thofe of his power, and that he will be 
much happier; for it fhajl be my particular care, 
that he wants for nothing Every thing is perfect- 
ly quiet here; I am warmng to get the Sunnuds, 
radze how the you ac Nabdb goes on, and to give 
him a fe r ufeful jnttructio s for his guidance. In 
Eu 4 four 











568 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


four or five days I hope every thing will be com~ 
pleat, and that J fhall be fetting out for Calcutta 
with a reinforcement for your treafury, fuch as 
will enable us to fend a fupply to Madras, and to 
keep our inveftment jogging on here. 





Ait—Extrac of a Letter from Mr.Van Sittart 
fo Mr. Ellis, 3 

Moradbaug, 23 Oct. 1760. 

Very thing remains perfectly quiet, and the 

| new INabob does not {pare pains to get the 
affairs regulated. Hie will have no eafy tafk of 
it. The balance due to the Seapoys is itmmentfe ; 
money found in the treafury none, only gold and 
filver plate to the amount of -:wo or three lacks, 
which is ordered to be coined ; and the old Na- 
bob’s Mattafuddies pretend, that the balance due 
from them is trifling, that the Nabob fpent every 
thing as faft as it came in, but they do not know 
how. It was high time for a reform indeed; I 
do not think it would have been poffible for the 
old INabob to have faved himfelf from being mur- 
thered, or the city from plunder another month. 
I have engaged Juggutieat’s advice and affiftance, 
and will fee the Colonel difpatched with a fupply 
of money to Patna, and all other affairs reduced 


to a fyitem of prudence and beconomy before If 
itir from hence. 


Ala: Extract? of a Letter from Fir. Van 


Sittart and Colonel CAillaud fo rhe S=lec& 
Committee. 

















Nytoradbaug, 24 Oct. 1760. 
Very thing remains perfectly quiet. 
| Nabob applies ih Pu 
regulation of his affair 





Ihe new 
diligence to be 
and behaves to as to gain 
: the 
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the affection of the people. We went yefterday 
to the Durbar, when he acquainted us, that he 
had found in the treafury, ot ready money, only 
forty or fifty thoufand rupees, and about the va- 
lue of three lacks in gold and filver plate, which 
he has ordered to be coined. Keeniram, Mooni- 
laul, and Checon, the principal managers in the 
fate adminiftration, pretend likewife, that the 
ballances due from them are trifling. The Na- 
bob, however, hopes to oblige them to make 
further difcoveries, and, in the mean time, is 
endeavouring, with the affiftance of Juggutfeet, 
together with the ufual prefents, advances upon 
the rents, &Wc. to raife fufficient to pay off fuch 
a proportion of the arrears, as will fatisfy the 
troops at Patna and here, as well as enable him 
to give the Conipany iach an affiftance as is men- 
tioned in our laft letter, by way of acknowledg- 
ment for their fervices. “The Sunnuds, for the 
new diftricts, will be made out upon the arrival 


of Royroyan, who is expected from Ambor in 
three or four days. 
































A 1 .b— Exiraé of a Letter from Mr. Van 
Sittart eand Coloxed Caillaud fo rhe Select 


Committee. 





Moradbaug, 3 Nov. 1760. 


“= F &rfaculty the Nabob has met with in 
raning the fums wanted for the fupply of 
the tro’ ps here and at Patna, has been the occa- 
fion of his deferring the Colonel’s difpatch till 
ro-1no0rrow evening. 

Hie will carry with him in bills and money feven 
lacks of rupees, of whi h two are for the Enghfh 
army, andtwofor the ‘abob’s. 

The Nabob having: riven the Company the 
Perwanahs for the diftrie s of Burdwan, Midna- 

poor, 
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poor, and Chittagong from the tenth of October, 
the allowance of one lack per month, ítipulated 
to be paid by the Wabob for the expences Of the 
army in the ficid mutit be reckoned from the firlt 
of December 1759, to the thirtieth of September 
3760, being ten months, or ten lacks of rupees, 
ot which nine and a half lacks have been paid, 
including the two lacks beforementioned; the re- 
maining, half lack the Nabob will remit to the 
Colonel. 

‘This done, all the future demands of the army 

muft be fupplied by the Company. We have en- 
gaged Juggutfeet to take all opportunities that 
may offer, of advancing money at Patna, to re- 
ceive it again at Calcutta, for a premium of two 
per Cent. 
The Colonel will do all that he poffibly can, con- 
Gftently with the good of the fervice, to make the 
expences of the army light. Indeed, itis not only 
with this view, but for many other urgent confice- 
rations, much tobe wifhed, that an end could be 
put tothe war with the Shahzada.We might almoft 
fay, that it is abfolutely neceffary, for the pay of 
the troops in the armies of the late Chuta Nabob, 
and of Ramnarain, amount to fo immenfe a fum 
monthly, that the revenues of the three provinces 
would fcarce be fufficient fully to anfwer it. Not- 
withftanding therefore, the fum now fent by the 
INabob, and all the future fupplies, may be 
able to furnifh, the arrears can never be paid off, 
but, on the contrary, muit continue grow ng. 

For a diforder fo defperate, what remedy is to 
be found? The moft we can hope is, to paliiate 
and prevent its increafe, and endeavour, in the 
mean time, to bring our  .ufinefs to a conclufion 
d he Cotonel, upon his au-val at Patna, will im 
mediately take the feld, sand .cek the Shahzadr 
to oblige him, either toore to terms of accom- 

modarion, 
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modation, or venture a battle. With regard to 
the reduction ot the Nabob’s troops, the Colonel 
will take fuch meafures, upon his arrival, as he 
fhall judge moft eligible. 


A1,c—Copy of a Letter from the Seleé&t Com- 
mittee (Alef. Ellis, Sumner, and M'G wire) 
to Mr. Van Sittart and Colonel Caillaud. 


Dated 24 Oct. 1760. 











E have been honoured with your favour 

of the twenty-ffirft, and one from the 
Prefident of the twentieth inftant, by which we 
have been informed of the great fuccefs that has 
attended your operations. We mott heartily con- 
eratulate you on your having amply effected the 
intended purpofes without the effufion of blood 
or any difturbance, and are highly pleafed to {nd 
the Nabob fo well reconciled to his prefent fitua- 
tion. We doubt not, but what has been fo well 
begun, will be concluded for the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the Company, and that the affairs of 
the government will in future be put on a fecure 
and proper footing. 

We have given the neceflary directions for the 
reception and accommodation of the old Nabob, 
whenever he arrives at Calcutta. 

A :2w days, we flatter ourfelves, will brin 
this *::atter to a conclufion, and that we fhal 
very ‘hortly have the pleafure of the Governor's 
p-efence with us. 











A1,d——Copy 
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Aid Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis Zo 


Mr. Van Sittart. 
Dated 24 Oct. 1760. 


Had the honour to addrefs you laft night, and 
this evening was favoured with your’s of the 
twenty-firft inftant, inclofing a letter tothe Coni- 
mittee. I moft heartily congratulate you on the 
fuccefs of your negociations, but muft, at the 
fame time lament the neceffity you have been 
under of depofing the old Nabob. Directions are 
iven to prepare the two houfes you mentioned 
or his reception, and in cafe he fhould arrive 
before they are put in proper order, Mr. Sum- 
ner will accommodate him for a day or two at 


Chilpore. 





















Ay,e —Extrac of a Letter from Mr. Ellis 


to Mr. Van Sittart. 
25 Oct. r700. 


T is with much pleafure, I hear of the tranquil- 
lity that reigns in the city 5 fuch a revolution 
with fo little difturbance fcarce ever happened, and 
I dare fay, Sir, there will be nothing wanting, on 
your part, to place this tranquillity on a lafting 
and folid foundation. 


Bı. Copy of Mr. Verelft’s Munute & the 
eighth of November, zo which Mr. Smyth 


ablented. 

















R. Verel(t begs leavi to obferve, that the 
board has been till cw kept entirely ig- 
orant of the proceedings 6t‘*<tie Seleét Commit- 
tee relating to the prefeny revolution, and their 
motives for it, he = ai Ri cannot pretend ta 
judges 
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judge, how far fuch a ftep was neceflary, but 
thinks, that, in an affair of fuch immediate con- 
fequence to the Company’s eftates in thefe parts, 
the moft mature confideration of the whole board 
fhould have been firít had; that a treaty executed 
in the moft folemn manner fubfifted between Meer 
Jaffer and Us, the moft faithful adherence to 
which, as wellas all other our engagements, has 
preferved that influence and power we have main- 
tained ever fince the recapture of Calcutta, a 
fteadinefs to which treaty made the Britifh ad- 
mired, nay even courted by every prince through- 
out thefe provinces, and has ever been fatal tothe 
Prince apparent of the Empire, and many other 
difturbers, who have hitherto weakly endeavoured 
to engage us to break through thofe folemn ties 
we were fwornto. As this fudden change muft 
alarm every One to find us fo unexpectedly break- 
ing through all our engagements, which were fo 
publick, reputable, andto the honour of the na- 
tion, he cannot be blamed as a member of the 
board for exprefling his diffatisfactiocn at being 
made acypher of in fo critical a concern. 

Regarding thefe objections, as chiefly to have 
proceeded from thofe gentlemen not being fully 
acquainted with the motives of the Seleét Com- 
mittee’s refolutions, the Prefident only made the 
following reply. 

















C1r.2—C py cf Mr. Van Sittart’s Reply ro tbe 


Joregoing Minute. 


HE Prefident begs leave to remark upon 

the foregoing minute, that though Mr. 
Verelit and Mr. Smyth might, without the leatt 
prefumption, think, that they and the reft of the 
gentlemen of the Cous..' | ought to have been con- 
fulted, upon an afitmr of fo much importance, 
n before 
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before it was carried into execution, yet their 
venturing to condemn or approve, before they 
know the nature of the engagements entered into, 
the reafons why, or the manner in which the whole 
was conducted, feems rather premature, efpecially 
as they will have an opportunity of fo foon mak- 
ing themfelves competent judges, the whole be- 
ing now ordered to be laid before the board, as 
mentioned in the former part of their minute. 
The reafon, why the whole council was not 
before informed, was, that it was an affair that 
abfolutely required fecrecy, and it is exprefly for 
the conduct of fuch affairs, that the Court of 
Direétors has thought proper to appoint a Select 
Committee. ‘To the fecrecy, which was obferv- 
ed, may, in great meafure, be attributed the 
{fpeedy and eafy fuccefs which attended the exe- 


cution, and the preventing all difturbance and 
lofs of blood. 


DI. Copy of a Memorial oz the Subject of 
the Revolution zn the Bengal Government, in 
fhe Lear 1760. 


"T FE Nabob Jaffer Aly Cawn was of a tem- 
per extremely tyrannicaı and avaritious, and 
at the fame time very indolent; and the people 
about him being either abject flaves and flatterers, 
or elfe the bafe initruments of his vices: there was 
no chance of having the affairs of the govée 'nmentct 
properly conducted, but by their removal. Ele at- 
tributed all the ill fuccefs of his affairs to imagi- 
mary plots and contrivances, and facrificed livwes 
without mercy tothe excefs of his jealoufy. Num- 
Derle{fs are the infitances çf men of all degrees, 
whofe biood he ípilt with ut the leaft affigned 
realon: “Fo learn the natrie and circumftances 
of all theie fusterers wou d be a work of time, 


but 
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but fome of the moit ftriking, examples are thefe 
following. 

Coja Haddee, the frit Buxy, firft banifhed for 

a pretended conipiracy apain{tt the Nabob’s life, 
and afterwards cut off at Shabad in his march out 
of the province. 
Meer Cazim, the fecond Buxy, invited by the 
Chuta Nabob to kis houfe, and, after having re- 
ceived from him unufual marks of affection, 
afflaffinated atthe gates of the palace. 

Abdal Ohab Cawn murdered at the Rumna, 
in the month of March 1760, by fome of the 
Hircarahs belonging to Checon, who way-laid 
him for that purpofe, by the Nabob’s orders. 

Yar Mahmud, formerly in great favour with 
the Nabob Serajak Dowla, and fince Droga of the 
E.mfrut, flain in the prsafence of the Chuta Nabob, 
in the month of April 1760. 
= Gaffeeta Begum, widow of the Nabob Shaha- 
mut fung. 

Emma Begum, 
Dowla. 

Murâda Dowla, the fon of Padfha Couli Cawn, 
adopted by Shahamut Jung. 

Lutfen Nifla Begum, widow of the Nabob Se- 
rajah Dowla. 

Her infant daughter by Serajah Dowla. 

The five unhappy fufferers, mentioned laft, 
perifhed all in one night at Dacca, about the 
month of June 1760, where they had been de- 
tained -prifoners, fince the acceffion of Jafher 
Aly Cawn tothe government. A Perwana was 
fent to Jefsarut Cawn, the Nabob of Dacca, 
to put to death all the furvivors of the family of 
the Nabobs, Aliverde “awn, Shahamut Jung, 
and Serajah Dowla; b upon his declining: to 
obey fo cruel an ors w, the meflenger, who had 

private 











mother to the Nabob Serajah 
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private inftructions to execute this tragedy, in 
cafe of the other’s refufal, took them from the 
place of their confinement, carried them out at 
midnight upon the river, and maffacred and 
drowned them, with about feventy women of in- 
ferior note, and attendants. What became of 
Aliverdi Cawn’s widow is uncertain, it being re- 
ported by many, that fhe efcaped the fate of the 
reft of her family. 

Executions of this kind had made the Nabob 
the dread, or the deteftation of all good men, 
and he necefiarily became a prey to people of 
mean extraétion and abjeét difpofitions, who 
knowing, that a government fo managed could 
not ftand long, fought only to make themfelves 
rich by oppreffions of all forts upon the country 
and inhabitants. To the heavy taxes, laid by 
them on the markets, is afcribed the prefent un- 
ufual {carcity and dearnefs of provifions at the 
city, the capital of a country once efteemed the 
moft plentiful in the world. The perfons, who 
have had the chief fhare in this bad management, 
are Keeneram, Monilol, and Checon, all of low 
birth ; and the two firft the menial fervants of 
Jaffer Aly Cawn, before he came to the Suba- 
fhip. ‘Thefe managed fo as to engage him con- 
tinually in idle or vicious amufements, keeping 
him, by that means, in utter ignorance of his 
affairs, and in a ftate of indifference as to their 
fuccefs. No money came into his treaiu y, atthe 
fame time nothing was paid to his army, info- 
much that his troops mutinied, and furrounded 
his palace, in a tumultuous manner, threatening 
ro take away his life, which they would certainly 
have done, had not his fon-in-law, the prefent 
Wabob Coffim Aly Cawa, become anfwerable, 
and paid them a very lara®s. fam out of his own 
treafury. This happene i Init June, and if the 


imminent 
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imminent danger, with which his perfon was 
threatened, on this occafion, awakened him for 
a moment, no fooner was it removed again to a 
diftance than he fell back into the lethargy, which 
had fo long poffeffed him. The fame unworthy 
minifters remained {till his only countfellors, and 
continued in the management of his affairs to the 
laft day of his adminiftration, which he left in fo 
confufed and impoverifhed a ftate, that, in all 
human appearance, another month could hardly 
have run through, before he would have bcen 

cut off by his own Seapoys, and the city have 

become a fcene of plunder and diforder, the Na- 

bob having made no farther provifion for the 
payment of the arrears due to his people, after 
Coffim Aly Cawn had freed him from his former 
extremity. This danger he could not but fore- 
fee, and more than once declared his apprehen- 
fions of it, yet had not the power to exert the 
neceflary means for preventing it, but funk the 
deeper into cejection. 

Befides this inteftine danger, to which the go- 
vernment was expofed, two armies were in the 
field, and waiting only the fair weather to ad- 
vance ; the Shahzada towards Patna, and the 
Beerboom Rajah towurus Moorfhedabad the ca- 
pital. The Rajahs of Biffenpoor, Ramgur, and 
the other countries bordering upon the mountains, 
were ready ta fhake off their dependence, and 
had offérec- confiderable fupplies to the Beerboom 
Rajah. The Rajah of Curruckpoor had commit- 
ted open hoftilities, and taken poffeffion of all the 
countmy about Banglepoor, which entirely ftopped 
the communication between the two provinces on 
that fade of the river. In a word, the whole 
country feemed quite ripe for an univerfal revolt, 
thofe parts only exceps+ whofe natural weaknefs 
or neighbourhood with :ìe city, intimidated — 

rom 
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from taking up arms. To encounter all thefe diffi- 
culties there was nothing but troops without pay, 
from whom therefore no great efforts could be 
expected. Of this a very recent inftance occurs 
in the detachment, which was ordered againft the 
Beerboom Rajah three months before the Nabob’s 
abdication, but never advanced more than three 
cofs from the city, in which fituation they con- 
tinued upon my arrival there. 

All who are now in Bengal, and acquainted 

with the tranfactions of the government will bear 
witnefs, that this is a true defcription of faéts; 
and all who are convinced of the facts will cer- 
tainly agree, that affairs were at an extremity no 
longer to be neglected, without manifeft danger 
of having the province over-run, and the trade 
entirely ruined. I was refolved, therefore, to ufe 
my utmoft endeavours to get thefe bad minifters 
removed, and judging it might be difficult to pre- 
vail with the Nabob to part with his favourites, 
without fome degree of violence, I brought with 
me a detachment of Europeans and Seapoys, un- 
der pretence of fending them with Colonel Cail- 
laud, to reinforce the army at Patna. 
(Hiere follows, an account of the Revolution, as 
has been already related, in the letters from Mr. 
Van Sittart and Colonel Caillaud at Moradbaug.) 
aa wwa Coffim Aly Cawn fupplied the Nabob 
with boats, and permitted him te iake away as 
many of his women as he defired (Which he did 
to the number of about fixty) with a reafonable 
quantity of jewels. .....In the morning of the 
twenty-fecond of October, he fet out for Cal- 
cutta, and arrived there the twenty-ninth. He 
was met by a deputation from the Council, and 
treated with every mark of refpeét due to his 
former dignity. 
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E1.—Copy of Me. Amyatt’s Minute, to which 
Afef: Ellis waa Smyth affjented. 


R: Amyatt takes this opportunity to ob- 
ferve, that he is of opinion, the reafons 
given for depofing Jafher Aly Cawn (for he can 
Jook upon it in no other lieht) are far from 
beings fufficient to convict him of breach of faiths 
confequently, in the eyes of the worid, the whole 
odium of fuch a proceeding muit retort upon our- 
felves. “ST he cruelties, of which he is accufed, 
muit, to a civilized government, appear fhock- 
ing > but in defpotic ones, there are none entirely 
free from inftances of this kind, as theirown fears 
and jealoufies are ever prompting them to fuch 
unwarrantable actions, and it is well known, 
that the prefent Nabob has already fallen into 
the fame feverities, as likewife, that he has 
fhewn marks of favour to thofe minifters, who, 
we are told, ** faw with an evil eye the influ- 
“© ence of the Company, and readily inateched 
<< at every occafion to reduce it.” Meer Jaf- 
ers Deine confirmed, Dy the Court of Delly, in 
the Soubafhip, was a very valuable confideration, 
which ought not to Have Been overlooked, be- 
caufe, whenever that diftracted {tare is reftored 
tO peace and tranquility, he. being legally ia 
poffe Mion of the government, would of courfe be 
confarmeu by the reigning king without hefita- 
tion 3; whereas the obtaining to great a favour tor 
Coffim Aly Cawn mult be attended with both 
adi culty anc expence.. “The treaty fubiifiine ba- 
tween Us ancl Golli Aly Cawn plainly fhews, 
that his fole aim, at the time of entering in= 
to it, was the Subadarry of Bengal, Ootherwife, 
how ridiculous was at for him, to make a pro- 
mile of Ceding certa countries: to the Conipany, 
r 2 which 
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which his poft of Duan could never have given 
him the power of executing. The great advan- 
tages expected to accrue from thofe countries, it 
is feared, will prove entirely imaginary, as it is 
now nearthree months fince this revolution was 
effected, and yet fo far from any appearance of 
extricating ourfelves from our difficulties as ex- 
pected, we are involved in frefh troubles every 
day, which will not appear ftrange, when we caft 
our eyes upon the perfon we have raifed to the 
Miufned, whofe chara¢éter was never confpicuous 
in any light till lately, and whofe treacherous be- 
haviourto his father-in-law leaves us very little 
hopes of his attachment to our intereft; nor in- 
deed can it be expected, that he will place any 
confidence in us, who have affifted to dethrone a 
man we were bound to fupport by the moft fo- 
lemn ties, divine and human. Such a breach of 
faith muft neceffarily occafion the lofs of our in- 
fluence inthis country, and bereave us of the 
fuperiority, which our {teady adherence to our 
promife, ever gave us over thefe people. For the 
above reafons, Mr. Amyatt diffents to the whole 
tranfactions, and farther declares, that he never 
was confulted, nor advifed with, concerning it, 
nor did he know, that itwas ever intended, till 
publick report had infermed him of its execu- 
tion. 

















Fis.—The 
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Fsr.—The Governor, Colonel Caillaud, and the 
other Gentlemen of the Ccunctl, who dtd, and 
fiill continue to approve of the late Tranfac- 
tions with the Ceuntry Government, beg leare 
to offer afew Obfervations upon Mr. Amy- 
att’s Minute of laf Confiultation ; the Tenor 
of which might deceive the Ww orld, if not 
examined, but when examined will be found 
to have little Foundation. 








F the Seleét Committee, debating upon the 
dangerous ftate of the affairs of the province, 
in Auguft and September laft, had been defirous 
of breaking: with ghe then Nabob Jaffier Aly 
Cawn, there were reafoms enough to juftify, nay, 
to urge fuch a refolution. The letter, which the 
former Governor Mr. Holwell laid before the Se- 
let Committee, the fourth of Auguft, for the in- 
formation of Mr. Van Sittarr, then juft arrived, 
contains more than fufficient proofs of that Na- 
bob’s breach of his engagements to the Compa- 
ny. Many initances are méntioned of his jealou- 
fy of the Englifh power, and of his refufal of 
every favour that was aiked him, which might tend 
to encreafe it. We have, in our hands, an au- 
thentic proof of one moft effential inftance of his 
ill faith there’m mentioned. It is faid in the trea- 
ty, that our enemies fhould be his enemies, but 
it is beyond doubt, that he urged the Dutch to 
fend for forces to oppofe ours. We have an ori- 
ginal letter of the Direétore to the Navob, which 
plainly implies, that it was with his confent thofe 
troops were fent for, and the tenor of the gene- 
ral advices tranfmitted to Europe laft feafon fuf- 
ficiently fhews this wa: Colonel Clive’s opinion, 
though he mentioned it with all poffible tender- 
a: yee nefs. 





70 ORIGINAL PA PERS 


mefs. Nor, if we had deffred to remove Jaffer 
Aly Cawn from the government, need we have 
done more than withdrawn our proteétion. His 
government would foon have been put an end to, 
and probably his life alfo, which was more than 
once in extreme danger from his own people. 

But, mindful of the conneétions that had been 
between him and the Company, we had the moft 
tender regard both for his perfon and govern- 
ment, neither of which could have fubfifted with- 
out other fupports than thofe he had about him.. 
After the unfortunate death of his fon, his fon- 
in-law Coffim Aly Cawn was the proper perfon 
to fucceed to the government, and, being his 
neareit relation, it was thought his counfel and afi- 
{tance would be the leaft obnoxious. Butif, on the 
other hand, he fhould have determined to admit of 
no one near him, and continually refufe every ap- 
plication for the advantage of the Company, and 
even common juitice in the performance of paft 
agreements, would it have been expedient to fa- 
crifice the intereit of the Company, andthe prof- 
pect of relieving the-province from its diftrefled 
{tate to the invincible jealoufy of one man? And 
might we not, with morez reafon, place our paft 
fervices in the fcale againft the benefits received 
from him, and purfue with fteadinefs the plan 
determined on, as moít for the welfare of the 
country in general, and of the Company in par- 
ticular ? 

That Coffim Aly Cawn had views of the Su- 
baderry for himfelf, when he entered intro the 
treaty with us, is beyond all doubt; butthey were 
views in reverGion, not immediate. In the mean 
time he engaged, thar, through the influence we 
were to give him over the old. Nabob, he would 
obtain;for the Company the grants therein men- 
tioned. 

But 
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But it is infinuated in Mr. Amyatt’s Minute, 
that our affairs are in a worfe condition now than 
before the change of the government. ‘That the 
addition of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta- 
gong to the Company’s pofileifions, without the 
lofs of a man, is a hurt to the Company, feem 
to me a paradox. It is faid, that it is near three 
months {ince the revolution was effected, and yet 
there is no appearance of extricating: ourfelves 
from the difficulties, and that the great advan- 
tages expected to accrue from thofe countries will 
prove, it is feared, merely imaginary. It is only 
twenty days fince the Burdwan Vackeel came here, 
and fettled the payment. This day is the firft 
payment due, and, although the Rajah’s faith is 
not to be depended upon, yet, it is probable, he 
will pay the money, according tothe agreement, 
to make his peace; if not, the country is worth 
that and more money, and lies fo convenient, that 
it can always be difpofed of as we fee beft. 

As to Midnapore, it is not a month fince Cap- 
tain White took pofieffion, and he had no orders 
to collect money. Mr. Johnftone is appointed for 
that purpofe, but fet out fo lately that his arrival 
is not yet heard of. 

And for Chittagong, Mr. Verel{ft and the other 
gentlemen appointed fet Out only twenty days ago. 
We mutt give them time to arrive before we can 
expect to collect money. 

Surely, here is a fair profpeét of advantages 
accruing tothe Company, and of prefent benefits, 
inftances may alfo be mentioned. 

<<. Ihe payment of the arrears due to the En- 
<< glifh troops at Patna, and of what we advan- 
<< ced to the Nabob’s troops. 

An affiftance to the Company of five lacks, 
e which Mr. Batfone at Cofimbazar is now re- 
<< ceiving. 
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< Leave granted for coining Moorfhedabad 
Siccas in our mint, which was before confined 
< to Calcutta Siccas. 

<: Who would there have been to oppofe the 
<< march of the Beerboom Rajah to the capital 
“© of Moorfhedabad ? For the old Nabob had 
<< neither the means of making his own troops 
<c take the field, nor would he truit the Englifh. 

<< Where would the Nabob’s troops at Patna 
< have got a fupply of feven or eight lacks of 
<< rupees, as the prefent Nabob has paid them 
< fince his coming to the government ? ” 

Wee believe no one will pretend to fay, the old 
WNabob would or could have made fuch efforts, or 
vwrould have granted fuch favours to the Company. 

^s to the Mogul’s Firmaun, there was a time 

when the orders of Deliy had tome weight at 
Bengal, but that time is no more. It is hard to 
fay, who is king at Delly, or who will be, but if 
ever it comes to be fettled, there is littie doubt of 
Cofiim Aly Cawn/’s getting a Firmaun with as 
much eafe as One was procured for the old Na- 
bob, who never paid the king his fhare of the 
revenues. 
It is afferted, that the mynifters complained of 
under the old Nabob have received marks of fa- 
vour from the prefent Nabob. Two of them 
have received the compliments of a Kellaar, or 
addrefs upon the adjuftment of their accounts, 
but are in no employ ortruft. If they were, it 
would not be in their power to do now the fame 
injuries to the Company and the country, as they 
did in the old Nabob’stime,; becaufe the prefent 
INabob would not be fo eafily led, or give ear to 
their evil counfels, as his predeceffor. 

It is afferted alfo, that the prefent Nabob has 
been guilty of fome affaffinations. “This the Go- 
vernor believes is a faifé report. We ceclares, 
thac 
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that he had not before heard of any fuch pro- 
ceeding, although he has pretty good intelligence 
of what pafies, and that he has enquired particu- 
larly fince he faw it fo pofitively afferted, and has 
great reafon to think it is an unjuft accufation. If 
it fhould prove true, we fhould not fo eafily excufe 
a crime fo fhocking, nor think of it folightly as 
it is reprefentedin Mr. Amyatt’s Minute. * 

That Mr. Smyth fhould fubfcribe to this opini- 
on, is not to be wondered at, becaufe he fub- 
{cribed to one of the like nature of Mr. Verelit’s 
in confultation of the eighth of November, with- 
out having read any of the proceedings. But that 
Mr. Ellis fhould fubfcribe to it, after fignifying 
his approbation of the meafures in many letters 
that have been wrote on the fubjecét, and particu- 
larly in one from the Seleét Committee to the 
Governor, and Colonel Caillaud, dated the twen- 
ty-fourth of November, is fomewhat furprizing, 
and gives frefh reafon to apprehend, what has been 
long fufpected,; that other perfons, not in the 
Company’s fervice, nor having any regard for the 
Company, are confulted upon affairs which do 
not belong to them, by which unfortunately they 
gain an afcendancy over the minds of better men 
than themfelves; and this authority they exert to 
the utmoft, to the purpofe of making divifions 
in the fettlement, and more particularly in the 


Council. 

















* N. B. It afterwards appeared, that there was no foun- 
daticn for Mr. Amyatt’s affertion. "The pretended fufferers 
were, a fon of Sirterauz Cawn (Nabob of Bengal twenty 
years ago) and the widow of Aliverdy Cawn, (the next Na- 
bob after Sirfcrauz Cawn). Upon enquiry I found, that 
thefe two perfons, initead of having fuffered any violence, 
were obliged to the Nadbob’s benevolence for a handfome 
maintenance, upon which ‘they lived at their eafe, initead 
of being re-'uced to beg, v. hich was their cafe bcfore. 
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Council. It is only fuch pens as thofe that can 
reflect upon the late meafures, as a breach of * all 
<< ties human and divine.” A reproach, which 
nothing can merit, but a premeditated intention 
to do fome great ill. 

Ic were to be wifhed, in diffents of this nature, 
that the reafons, fer the meafures formed, were 
eonfidered in their full extent, the firuation of the 
Company at home, andthe fituation of their affairs 
in general well weighed. All thete, in as full a man- 
mer as poffible, were laid before the board, and our 
meceffities and wants fo plainly appeared, that all 
members prefent were fatisied and convinced, that 
unlefs fome other meafures were purfued, we could 
mot keep up the caufe any longer. Itwas plain, 
that what was propofecdi to be done was rather the 
effect of neceffity than choice, and what followed 
was certainly unexpected. It was therefore im- 
poflible, that Mr. Amyatt could be made ac- 
quainted with a defign that never exifted. Thofe 
to whofe confideration it fell were unanimous in 
their opinion, and they flatter themfelves, that all 
who will take into their view the then ftate of af- 
fairs, the nature of the refolutions taken, and all 
the circumftances attending this tranfaétion, and 
will judge thereupon with™candour, not fufferine 
themfelves to be biaffed by the prejudices of o- 
thers, will do us more juftice, and be far from cal- 
ling in queftion our f=nfe of the faith of treaties, 


or our regard for the nation’s honour, and our 
own. 

















Gr.—Copy of Mr. Ellis’s Minute of rhe fix- 
teenth of January 1761 


R. Ellis thinks it incumbent on him to re- 
ply to that part of the Governor’s, &c.’s 
Minute 
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Minute entered in lat Monday’s confultation, 
where fuch furprize is expreffled at his diffent, af- 
ter Genifying his approbation of the late mea- 
fures, in many letters that have been wrote on the 
fubjec&t. Mr. Ellis has carefully perufed, and yet 
cannot find, that his approbation is, any where 
fignified, not even in that (particularly quoted) 
of the twenty-fourth of November, unlefs a com- 
plimentary congratulation can, in any ways, be 
conftrued as an approval of the defign, a light 
in which he flatters himfelf no impartial judge can 
look upon it. His fentiments with regard to the 
revolution have never altered, nor have they ever 
been kept a fecret; but he conceives, there was 
no abfolute necefflity they fhould appear upon the 
face of the confultation till now, when it became 
fo for his own juftificafion to his employers. 

The reflection of his being influenced in his 
Opinion by others, though not of fo good aturn 
of mind as himfelf, is a compliment to his mo- 
rals at the expence of his capacity, which being 
merely perfonal, and quite foreign to the fubjeét 
in hand, might as well] have been fpared; and, 
in anf{wer thereto he only withes, that, for the 
good of the fettlemenrtr, others in power were as 
little influenced, in the management of public af- 


fairs by the opinion of thofe about them, as he 
him felf. 


Eijs Extract? of a Letter from the Selec 
Committee fo Major Carnac. 


9 Feb. 1761. 








E obferve, that when Colonel Caillaud be- 
l gan his march to Patna, the beginning 
of laft year, he. had. particular inftructions from 
Colonel Clive, and rhe reft of the Committee, 
to préte=t Ramnarain, in cafe of the Nabob’s 


making 
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making any attempt againft his perfon or honour. 
Wee believe fuch an injunction at this time unne- 
ceflary, as the prefent Nabob feems to be well in- 
clined towards Ramnarain; but fhould it prove 
otherwife, it is our refolution to have the fame 
regard to the iormer engagements in his favour 
as was then defigaed, and therefore direct you, 
in cafe of necefflity, i protect Ramnarain againit 
all violence and injuftice, that may be offered to 
his perfon, honour or fortune. 

As to Rajebullub, he can have no reafonable 
objection to a fair examination of his accounts 
by the Nabob, or fuch perfon as he fhall ap- 
point, that a juit ftatement being made of all the 
monies he has received, for defraying the charges 
of the troops under his command, together with 
a dueinquiry of what number of troops have really 
been kept up, and how much every one has been 
paid, the ballance, that is found due, may then 
be difcharged, and Rajebullub be employed a- 
gain, or not, as the Nabob thinks proper. ‘This 
the Nabob declares is all he afks, and inthis (as 
tt is juft and reafonable) you will yield him all 
the necefiary affiftance. ` 


Ir. Extract of a Letter from Major Car- 
nac fo rhe Select Committee. 
24 Feb. T761. 


















OU may depend upon my giving the Na- 

bob all the affiftance in my power, to fet- 
tle every thing in the province in the beít man- 
ner. I will allo very readily lend my affiftance, 
in the adjufting the payment of that part of the 
troops under Rajebuliub, as far as he means to 
act fairly by thems but fhould he expect any 
fupport from me in acts of injaftice, he will be 
much miftaken; the Englifh forces, whil. lI _ 
tne 
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the honour of commanding them, fhall never be 
employed as inftruments of violence and oppref-— 
fion. 

Your directions, in regard to Ramnarain, fhall 
be religioufly obferved. I could not have receiv- 
ed any order, from you with more pleafure than 
this, of protecting a perfon, for whom, I know 
Colonel Clive had a particular regard, and who 
himfelf deferves much at the hands of the Eng- 
lifh, on acount of the attachment he has all a- 
long fhewn to them, however ill he might he dif- 
pofed tothe Nabob. 











Kor .—— Extract of a Letter from tke Sele& 
Committee (Me/f. Van Sittart, Amyatt, 
Ellis, azd Sumner) zo Major Carnac. 





7 March 176.2. 





E imagine the WNabob has, before this 
time, reached Patna. By his conduét hi- 
therto, we fee no reafon to «apprehend his engag- 
ing in any acts of violence or injuftice; nor if he 
fhould, is it our defire you fnould fupport him 
in them. Our directions for your conduét, with 
refpect to him, are only thefe; that you give him 
the affiftance he may apply for, to reduce to obe- 
dience fuch Zemindars as have been difaffected to 
the government of Moorfhedabad, and to enable 
him to eftablifh fecurities in the feveral countries — 
of the Bahar province, and colleét the revenues 
due therefrom; and, in regard to Rajebuliub, 
and all others, who have had the management 
of the public monies, or the payment of the 
troops, or otherwife have accounts to fettle with 
the government, as their difpofition to make ufe 
of the protection of the Englith, to fcreen them 
from a yuít and ufual examination, is well known, 
vou 
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you will be careful not to give them countenance 
or encouragement, fo far as to putit in their pow- 
er, to make an ill ufe of your name and authori- 
ty; but, on the contrary, if any fhall obítinately 
and unreafonably perfiit in refufing to fettle ac- 
counts with the government, you areto give the 
Nabob the affiftance, he may require, for com- 
pelling them to it. 


Lyi .— Extract of a Letter frou Mejor Carnac 
fo the Select Committee. 
Patna, 6 March 1761. 

















HE WNabob continues encamped at By- 

kuntpoor, about fix or feven cofs off, where 
I have waited upon him. Whatever good quali- 
ties he may have, courage is not one of them. 
Fie betrayed the moft fhameful fear of the Shah- 
zada, though the unhappy Prince is reduced {o 
low, as to be much more an object of pity than of 
fear. Not thinking himfeif fufficiently fecure with 
the large force he brought up with him, he fent 
for, without acquaintinga me, both Ramnarain 
and Rajebullub with’ their forces, whom I had 
directed to remain in (omgar Cawn’s country, 
with a detachment from our army, under the 
command of Captain Champion. I no tooner 
heard this than I recalled Captain Champion 
likewife, which has given the Nabcb arant of- 
fence ; fo great, thart he alked mic in tice tūbiic 
Durbar, whether I would comply with the con- 
tents of the letter he brought me from the Prefi- 
dent? I anfwered him, I would; fo far as I 
was well perfuaded Mr. Van Sittart expected 
from me, who did not mean, that I was to pay 
him an implicit obedience. I farther told him, 
that the direction of the Penelith forces was left 
With me, ancl chat it was not reafonable any part 
of 
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of them fhould remain in a country, with which 
they were wholly unac uainted, after he had 
withdrawn his own people. I have however, at 
his requeft, ordered Captain Champion’s detach- 
ment to halt awhile at Bahar, but fhall call them 
in entirely, unlefs he tends out abody of hisown 
troops to aét in conjunétion with them, the neg- 
lect whereof will infallibly bring Comgar Cawn 
from out of his hills again. “The Nabob next 
afked me, whether I looked upon him as Suba- 
dar of thefe provinces, -and was willing to affift 
him as fuch ? In anfwer to which, I plainly told 
him, I would give him all the affiftance lt could 
confiftent with honour and juftice, that farther 
I would not do for him or any man. The very 
queftion gives me room to fufpeét he has fome 
unreafonable demands to make of mes fhould 
this be the cafe, he wiil undergo the morcifica- 
tion of a denial. .... I parted from the Nabob 
yelterday evening. We were both, you will 
judge, pretty much difflatishied with each Other ; 
he with me, for fpeaking my mind fo freely to 
him, a thing very unprecedented in this coun- 
try; and I with him, for’the delays and obftruc- 
tions he is likely to caule to our military opera- 
tions. 


Mr. Extra of a Letter from the Nabob 
70 Mro Van Sittart. 


Received 13 Wiarch 276%. 

















N the twenty-fixth of Rejub, I arrived at 

Bykunrpoor, where I had the pleafure of 
meeting Mlajor Carnac, Miharajah, daninarain,s 
and Mharajah Rajckullub. Among other things 
the Miajor told me, that he had ient ror the troops 
Which were at Asaunty., in the Zemindary of 
ComgearCawa, T réplied, that to chaflize Com- 


gar 
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gar Cawn was no difficult matter, but that it was 
not proper to recall the troops belonging to the 
Company and myfelf, in fo much hafte, from the 
place where they were ftationed. ‘This he did not 
confent to; but replied, that he would certainly 
fend for his Englifh troops. I delivered your letter 
to him; when he perufed it, he faid, that Mr. Van 
Sittart is two hundred cofs from hence, and that 
he would do whatever he thought advifeable. I 
was perfuaded, that he would have aéted accord- 
ing to your directions, and did not imagine that 
he would have given me fuch an anfwer. 

The Select Committee hoping, by a farther ex- 
pianation of their intentions, to prevent any more 
difputes wrote Major Carnac as follows: 


IN 1. Copy of a Letter from the Sele& 
Committee (Mef. Van Sittart, Amyatt, 
Ellis, and Sumner) zo Major Carnac. 























17 March 176r. 


E have received vour favour of the fixth, 

{fuch part thereof as relates to the Shah- 
zada, we fhall fully reply to, in an addrefs to 
yourfelf, and Mr. M<‘Gwire. 

We are extremely concerned, to fee the difa- 
greeable circumftances that paffed, at your firft 
interview, with the Nabob, efpecially as fuch a 
want of confidence fhewn in a public Durbar can- 
not fail to hurt both parties in the eyes of the 
world. We hope, a longer acquaintance will 
create a greater harmony, which we mutt earneft- 
ly recommend both to you and the Nabob, as 
the public fervice muft fuffer, if any difference 
fubfift, for thofe are never wanting who will feek 
to make their advantage by it 








ic 





Relative to the Difturbances in BENGAL. Sx 


It is certainly right, and conformalkie to our 
inclinations, that the difpofition of the army, and 
the determination on all military matters, fhould 
reft with our commanding officer. ‘Ihe Nabob’s 
fending for Ramnarain and Rajebullub with their 
forces, without farft confulting you, was a very 
imprudent ftep, and much to be blamed, and, 
perhaps, may have been attended with bad confe- 
quences to his own affairs, as it feems to have 
been in the power of Comgar Cawn to have re- 
turned to his own country. We cannot fuppofe 
the Nabob had any fuch view, becaufe it is evi- 
dently his own lofs; but whatever his reafons 
might be, he ought certainly to have acquainted 
you with them, and we doubt not but he will be 
{f#nfible, from your reprefentations, how much his 
own intereft depends on following your advice in 
all military matters. On the other hand, it ir our 
intention, that you comply with his requeit in 
every thing refpecting the regulation of the coun- 
try, and the collection of the revenues. Anv ue- 
tachments he may afk for fuch fervices, yoa are 
to grant, unlefs you have reafon to judges. that 
the fafety of our troops will be at too grea: a rifk. 
We think this diftinétion fufficiently clear, and 
flatter ourfelves that mo difputes can hereafter 
arife. 

Soon after this, Colonel Coote arrived in Ben- 
gal, and was appolircd to take the command of 
the army at Patna. fie accordingly fee out the 
twenty-fecond of April, and the following in- 
ftructions were given him Ev=the Select Com- 
mittee. 





G' O1.—Ex- 
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O 1 .—— Extract of Inftruétions from the Selečt 
Committee, (Mef: Van Sittart, Coote, 
Amyatt, azd Ellis) fo Colonel Coote. 





21 April 1761. 


UCH affiftance, as the Nabob may be in 
need of, to colleét the balances due to the 
Sircar, we defire you will be pleafed to yield him. 
Wee are advifed by Major Carnac, thatthere is 
a difference between the Nabob and Ramnarain 
relative to the accounts of the Patna province. 
We hope this may be amicably and reafonably 
adjuited, and requeit you will give your affiftance 
towards it as much as pofflible. As Ramnard 
has been remarkably fteady tn his alliance with 
the Company, and received from Colonel Clive 
particular affurances of his protection, with re- 
Ipe&i to his perfon, fortune, and government, 
we  7ommend to you to fecure him againít all 
atten.uts of Oppreffion or injuftice ; and farther, 
that.the: government of Patna be preferved to 
him, .c_4t1s his inclination to continue in it. It 
is needlefs for us to add, that it will be far more 
agreeable to all parties, if that can be done, by 
reprefenting tothe Nabob the obligations we arg 
under to Ramnarain, and preventing, by that 
means, the neceffity of any Forceable meafures. 

















P 1 .—— Extrac of a Letter from the Select 
Committee (#4/. Van Sittart, Amyatt, and 
Ellis) zo Colonel Coote. 





28 April 1761. 


HE WNabob has made various reprefenta- 

tions to us of the difficulties he meets with 
in fettling, his accounts with Rammnarain. As, no 
£ Ese 
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the one hand, we are inclined to fupport Ramna- 
rain inthe government of Patna, with all its juft 
advantages; fo, on the other, we would protect 
the Nabob in the refpeét and authority due to 
him, and afford him every affiftance for the col- 
lection of his revenues, without which it is im- 
poffible he can pay the arrears of his troops, or 
fupport the other charges of his government. 
The nature of the differences between them feems 
to be fuch as can only be adjufted by arbitration 5 
and, for this determination, we can pitch upon 
mo other perfon fo well qualified as yourfelf. We 
therefore requeft, that you will make this bufi- 
nefs one of the firft articles of your attention, 
and when you are yourfelf acquainted with the 
wnerits of the caufe, you will tranfmit them to us 
with your fentim«uiits thereon. 


Or. Extracd of a Letter frem the Select 
Committee (Mef: Van Sittart, Amyatt and 
Ellis) zo Colonel Coote and Mr. M: wire. 


S May 1761. 


E defire you, gentlemen, will ufé your ut- 

moit endeavours to adjuft the accounts 
between the Nabob and Ramnonarain, in fuchman- 
ner as fhall appear to you moft equitable, and fo 
that the revenues may be duly colleéted, and the 
balances not be loft to the Sircar and the publie 
fervice. 

Upon the news of Colonel Coote’s arrival, Ma- 
jor Carnac determined to quit Patna, and wrote 
fo to the Seleét Committee, in the following 
terms. 
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Ri. Extrat of a Letter Jfrom Major 


Carnac zo the Select kopne, 








ay 1 761. 





S Colonel Coote is coming to the army, whoa 
is fo very able to take charge both of your 
military and political concerns, there will be no 
farther occafion for my fervices; and as I have 
great reafon to believe I fhall return to Europé 
the next feafon, unlefs fomething unforefeen 
fhould happen, I am to requeit the favour of 
‘your permiffion to apply to Colonel Coote for 
leave to go to Calcutta on his arrival. I fhould 
not make this requeft fo early, but that I am Ce. 
firous to be there in time, that, in cafe I 
home (which is highly probable) I may be able 
to prt myfelf ready to take the opportunity of 
the £ ft conveyance. 


Sırı. —-Extraé#t of a Letter from the Nabob 
to #4r.Van Sittart. 























Received 12 April 176r. 


\Efrough the inftigations of the difaffected, 

the ties of friendfhyiip are broken between 
the Major and me. Hie gives me fuch orders as 
it is not in my power to comply with, and will 
not liften to the anfwers I make him. For feve- 
ral days it has been reported, that the Shah will 
march from hence, and the Major told me to-day 
that he would accompany him to the Currumnafia, 














and defired, I would let Mbharajah Ramnarain 


proceed with him, and that I would givethe Shah 
I 


two lack of rupees more for his way charges. 
replied, that Mharajah Ramnarain was the com- 
mander of this country, and that it was necefiary 
he fhould ftay to regulate the affairs. 

Si .a—Extrad 
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S r .a— Extract of a Letter from the Nabob 
to Mr. Van Sittart. 


Received 28 April 1761. 


Before heard of the imprudence and evil in- 
tentions of Ramnarain, but fince my arrival 
at Patna, I have feen nothing but bafenefs and 

eceit; and therefore Major Carnac is difpleafed 
with me, and has fent me fuch mefiages by Mr. 
Lufhington, as it is not in my power to comply 
with. ’Till this time, I did not think it necef- 
fary to acquaint you of the whole affair; but the 
RAfinefs is now going out of my hands, and 
through the wickednefs of my enemies my affairs 
will be ruined. It is necefiary for me to acquaint 
you with all particulars, and to defire your xd vice. 
-.-. From what the Major wrote me, ISima- 
gine he is difpleafed. Inclofed, I fend yor” two 
of his letters for your perufal. I am mvth”“lur- 
prized, that though you wrote to the ges:lemen 
to be in friendfhip with me, and follow my ad- 
vice, yet they act in fuch a manner, that I have 
no power over my own Naib; and then what 
other bufinefs can I carry on? Now Colonel 
Coote is coming, and Major Carnac is on good 
terms with him. Doubtlefs, you have properly 
reprefented to him, that, according to the firft 
agreement, whoever remains in this Province, on 
the part of the Company, is to be my ally, and 
aét*acreeable to my defire. Take care, that what 
regulations I think proper to make in this Pro- 
vince, may be confented to by the gentlemen, or 
elfe give me orders to deliver the affairs of the 
Province into their hands. 
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S1.b Extract of a Letter from the Nabob 
to Mr. Van Sittart. 
Received 30 April 1761. 


Y OU acquaint me, that I muft reft fatisfied, 
and put an end to the bufinefs, and that I 
muft not be under any apprehenfions from the 
mifreprefentations of others. ...- . Before my ar 
rival here, I underftood, that the affairs of the 
Province were ruined, and that Ramnarain acted 
contrary to my intereft; but, fince my arrival, | 
have been an eye-witnelis of it. .... And Ram- 
marain, by his deceits, has brought the Mai 
over to his intereft, and it was through his repre. 
fentations, that the Majo: fent Mr. Lufhington 
fo offen to me to defire I would give him leave 
to depart. Ramnarain well knowing, that the 
Mlaicc accompanied the Shah, was defirous of 
goumrs with him, becaufe his paying the money 
due fram him, and giving me an account of his 
concerns would be delayed by that means. 














Src Extract cf a Letter fromthe Nabob 
to Mr. Van Sittart. 


Received 15 June 176r. 


"OU have feveral times wrote tome to pro- 
cure a Sunnud for the Subadarry. In con- 
{equence of your Jetters, I drew up an addrefs to 
his Miajefty, when he had intentions of procted- 
ing to Delly with his royal ftandard, and I wanted 
to prefent it, and get it figned by his Majeftty, 
but Colonel Coote would not confent to it, and 
therefore I deferred it. 





S1.d—La 





Relative fo the Difturbances in BENGAL. 87 





S1.d Extract of a Letter from the Nabob 
to Mr. Van Sittart. 








Received 16 June 1760. 


H E feventeenth of Shevaul I went with 
Colonel Coote to vifit his Majefty, who 
was at Derryopoor, about four cofs to the weft- 
ward of Patna. .... In confequence of your let- 
ter, I carried with me the paper relating to my 
own affairs, and the Sunnud for the Subadarry to 
get it figned, but that day the Colonel would not 
confent to it, and therefore I deferred it. 








S1.e—Copy of q Letter from the Nabob fo 
Mr. Van Sittart. 





H E ftate of affairs here is as follows. You 
were pleafed to intimate to me, >that I 
fhould examine the accounts of Mharajaii*Ram- 
narain; in confequence of which, I appointed 
Mharajah Rajebullub to examine the faid_ accounts 
in the prefence of Colonel Coote; and fent“word 
to Mharajah Ramnarain of“*the refolutions taken 
by the Council. He replied, that he would con- 
fider upon it, and *\give an anfwer, and for four 
or five days Mhagajah Rajebullub conftantly at- 
tended the Colonel, in order to examine the pa- 
pers. Yeiterday Ramnarain made this anfwer to 
the Colonel; <‘* I will not oppofe the order of 
<< the Council, and now that. ye fay the Nabob 
< is my mafter, I will attend upon, and confer 
<< with him.” Laft night the Colonel came to 
my tent, and told me, that he had received no 
orders from the Council for the difmiffion of 
Ramnarain, that I might make a fcrutiny into 
his accounts, and if he was convicted of any 
mifconduct, and the Council’s orders fhould au- 
4 thorize 
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thorize it, he fhould be difmiffed, but without 
this, it could, by no means, be done; and Mr. 
Watts came to me with Rajebullub, in the name 
of the Colorel, and propofed the confirmation 
of Comgar Cawn, with many other demands, 
and faid feveral unbecoming things, which I think 
not fit to repeat; in fact, I have no power in 
any one affair of the government. .... The 
Colonel defires me to go into the Kella. How 
can I gotothe Kella without any authority, and 
whilft my enemy is in full poffeffion? When I 
talk of going to Moorfhedabad, he replies, that 
Shuja Dowla is at hand, and adds, that I pay 
no regard to his words. I anfwer, ‘* In thea 
“<< name of Gop, in what inftance have I beer, 
< or am I deficient? Do ydu take the Pro- 
< vinces of Bengal and Bahar into your own 
<< hands, and make me accountable for all that 
<< I have received thefe feven months palt.” But 
nothiage that I fay is complied with. I have no 
reliance on any One but you, and none elfe can 
conduct my affairs. “There is a juft demand on 
Mhérajah Ramnarain of large fums, On account 
of the laft four years. If I make an inquiry in- 
to his accounts, I fhali v-ssive a large fupply of 
money. Notwithftanding this, I remain here 
wearied out, and involved in vexations. ‘The 
army murmurs on account of the dearnefs of 
grain, andthe fubje¢ts are reduced, by therr dif- 
orders, to the moft fatal extremities. T he wretch 
fits here fomenting diffentions, and giving my 
life and fortune a prey to my Seapoys. For 
Gop’s fake, let not go my hand in the middle 
of the Sea, but affift me as you have always 
done, and write in the moít preffing terms to the 
Colonel, and fend an order of the Council, that 
he oppote not the removal of the Naib of this 

piace, 









































Relative to the Difturbances in BENGAL. 89 


place, and leave the country now in my hands. Af- 
ter this, I will finifh all the accounts. 


S 1 ef: Extraét of a Letter from the Select 
Committee (Mef. Van Sittart, Amyatt, 
Ellis, and Sumner) fo Colonel Coote. * 

18 June 1761. 








E hope our advice has had fome effects 

upon Ramnoarain , it feems, however, 
by his delays in fettling accounts, upon the foot- 
ing direéted in our joint letter to yourfelf and 
Mr. M<s‘Gwire, dated the feventeenth of laft 
month, that he is endeavouring, by evading the 
“€Tivery of his accounts, to preferve his own au 
thority over the Subaitip, and prevent the Jti- 
bob colleéting any money. It is neither. equi- 
table nor expedient to fufler any more of the 
revenues to be loft; but while the old accounts 
are under examination, let the Nabob place his 
own people to collect all the growing rents, and 
to call the Zemindars to account for their hal- 
lance, and let Ramnarain’s power be fuipended 
until his accounts are fettled, and a computation 
of the rents tran{imitttd us, with the Nabob’s 
propofals, for our determination, as defired in 
our before-mentioned fetter. 

The fpeedy execution of this is the more ne- 
ceflary, as our’only dependence, for fupplying 
the army with money, is from the Nabob’s bal- 
lance of about eight lacks, which we have defir- 
ed him to pay tothe Chief and Council at Patna, 
but which, in his letter to the Prefident, received 
Faft night, he fays, it is impoffible for him to do, 
nor, indeed, to pay his own troops, until his A- 
muldars are put in pofieffion of the growing re- 
venues, 


























* N. B.. Mef. Amyatt and Ellis diffented to this letter. 
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venues, and he is fully fupported in calling Ram- 
Narain to an account of his admiuniftration, as 
well as collecting the ballance due from the Ze- 
mindars. He adds, in the fame letter, ** I have 
<< not now the power of collecting a fingle rupee.” 

In another letter, received at the fame time, 
and of which inclofed is a copy, he fpeaks of an 
application made to him, in behalf of Comgar 
Cawn, and other recommendations ef the {fam:= 
mature ; he complains, of the unbecoming; man- 
mer in which thefe applications have been made, 
and reprefents the bad effects fuch protections 
have upon his authority. As he leaves us in the 
wncontrouled pofieffion of the countries made 
ver to the Company, fo neither ought we to in 
te: Sere in his difpofition of thofe remaining under 
his jurifdiétion, nor, indeed, is it confiftent with 
the treaty fubfiitingg between the Nabob and the 
Company, or the good government of the coun- 
try. You will be pleafed to let the Nabob fettle 
all the affairs of his dependence as he thinks fit, 
and only grant him, upon his application, fuch 
military affiftance as he may require, and the ftate 
of Our army permit. 
























S1.z Copy of\a Letter fom the Nabob tzo 
Mr. Van Sittar- 






Dated 16 June 1761. 


Ince the arrival of Colonel Coote, agreeably 
to your directions, efteeming his will worthy 
of my principal attention, and regarding Oc 
mutual friendfhip, I have never been deficient in 
acting agreeably thereto. After his arrival heres 
he fpoke to me, in the following manner, con- 
cerning the king’s affairs, ‘< That as long as he 
s< fhould remain here, I fhould confent to 
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ce him a lack of rupees monthly for his expences $s 
< and that, when be fhould go tq Delly, I fhould 
< confent to difmifs him with twelve lacks of 
e rupees, and a few troops.’? “Thefe articles, 
for the Colonel’s fatisfaction, I was under a ne- 
eeflity of confenting to, and I went to his Ma- 
jefty, and acquainted him, that I would be an- 
{werable for thefe conditions; but he would not 
confent to it. Afterwards, the Colonel directed 
me to pay him, befide what I before gave him, 
fifty thoufand rupees. Agreeable, therefore, tothe 
Colonel’s defire, I gave him the faid fum, by the 
means of Mharajah Ramnarain, befides what I 
mid before. His Majeity made no ftay here, but 
Wetermined to proceed to Delly, and is now o. 
his march that way, When his Majeíty was de- 
parting, I fpoke to the Colonel concerning the 
obtaining of the Sunnuds ; but he was not fatif- 
fied, and forbid me. I was under aneceffity of 
acquiefcing in his pleafure, and deferred it, nor 
mentioned it again. Royfhitabroy, who was ap- 
pointed for the negotiation of affairs at his Ma- 
jeity’s court, always endeavours to throw things 
into confufion ; I frequently defired the Colonel 
to difmifs him as ær incendiary, and appoint 
another in his place 3; bat -he would not liften to 
it. Ewer fance the Colonel came here to this time, 
I have regarded. whats he faid and direéted, as of 
the greateft ‘mportsace und have done every 
thing accordit to nis will. In order to gain his 
friendfhip, I hawe looked upon every thing he 
faid as of the yreateff confequence, making it a 
ørıncipal point to eftablifh a friendfhip between 
us, and to gain his affection. According to the 
rules of friendfhip, E have obferved all the cu- 
{toms and forms in entertainments of eating, and 
reciprocal vifits more attentively, and more heartily 
with him than I ever did with any other perfon. In 

every 






























g2 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


every refpect, I have done every thing to pleafe 
and fatisfy him, and entered into mutual engage- 
ments with him ; notwithftanding which behavti- 
our, he has not confented to a fingle thing that 
I have requefted of him. Agreeable to what you 
wrote te me formerly, concerning Mharajah 
Ramnarai:i’s affairs, I fpoke tothe Colonel, and, 
at his recommendation, appointed Mharajah Ra- 
jebullub to examine the accounts. Golaum Aly 
Cawn, andthe faid Mbharajah, went backwards 
and forwards to the Kella, for fifteen or fixteen 
days together, but Ramnarain neither gave them 
a fingle paper, nor a writer to attend them. Af- 
terwards the Colonel came, and faid to me: ‘** We 
¢ Europeans do not underftand the country ac- 

<> counts, I will fend Mbhara,ah Ramnarain to 
<< you, he fhall not be difmiffed, but you may 
ec examine his accounts yourfelf. ? This I would 
not confent to; mneverthelefs, the next day, he 
fent him to me, contrary to my will, with Mer. 
Watts. Since that day to the.prefent moment, 
he (Ramnarain) protraéts the time in going 
backwards and forwards, and fixing the time for 
preparing his papers; but he has not produced 
a fingle paper, nor paiti a ingle cowry, nor de- 
livered over the charge of a rupee’s worth of the 
country. Though I have complained, no one 
would liften to m nor give -me any redrefs. 
Ever fince my arrivatS’ber> the Eaglifh Seapoys 
have been ftationed at thie gates r the city, and 
would not permit my people to ifafs and repafs. 
Mr. M‘G wire being fomewhat inaifpofed I went 
to fee bim at the Faétory, and from thence E 
went to the Colonel, and fat down and converfedm 
with him. He defired, that, on tuefday the, 
twelfth of Zeccada, I would go into the Kella, 
and, on friday the fifteenth, caufe the Cootba to 
be read, and Siccas ítruck in the trname of his 
M ajefty. 
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Majefty. This I agreed to, and returned home. 
When the officers of my troops heard, that F 
was going into the Kella, they reprefented, that 
they fhould have frequent occafion to come to 
me, in order to lay their requetts and petitions 
before me, and thar till the Seapoys, &c. were 
taken off, they could not país and repaís with- 
out interruption; that when Meer Mahomed Jaf- 
fler Aly Cawn and Nafir-ol-moolk, deceafed, re- 
fided inthe Kella, the Seapoy guards were not 
upon the gates; and that, till they were taken 
off, they fhould not be able to pafs. Confider- 
ing, therefore, that the Seapoys were men of low 
diitpofition, frequently oppoling men of credit in 
paffing, and prefenting their pieces to chem, and 
{itt Many of my people were proud and haugh 
ty, fo that difputes might arife, and diftu:- 
bances be created, Ii therefore wrote a letter 
to the Colonel, requefting, that he would take 
off the Seapoys from the gates, and that then I 
will go to the Kella. Upon the receipt of this 
letter, which contained no more than what I have 
here mentioned, the Colonel was very angry, and | 
flew into fuch a paffion, that he faid, he would 
fend for the King again, and told Golaum Aly 
Cawn, who was then prefent, that he would 
have no farther intercourf= with me, that he 
would not take the guards cf the gates, and 
that I might fend troops to drive them off. Since 
the dzy the @-saionel arrive here, he has de- 
clared to me, tk >œ- 1.410. comply with every thing 
that he fhall resommend:; and, accordingly, he 
has fince told me in perfon, and by mefiages 
breught by Mr. Watts, and Shoik Cumaul, that 
I muft appoint Nundcoraar to the Fougedaree of 
Etougly, give the goveri:ment of Poornea tothe 
zon of Aly Cooly Cawn, reftore Mazuffer Aly 
(who plundered Nafir-ol-moolk’s iewels to the 
amount 













































54 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


amount of eight lacks of rupees) to the Zemin- 
daree of Carrackpoor, reftore Comgar Cawn to 
the Zemindaree of Mey, and regulate the Ze- 
mindarees of Raudfhay and Dinagepoor, accord- 
ing to his pleafure. ‘Though I defired the Co- 
lonel to appoint a Muttafuddy to examine the 
accounts of my eight months government, and 
fet me free, he would not liften to it. All my 
hopes and reliance is on your friendfhip and at- 
tachment to your engagements. ‘This is the only 
coniolation I have under my prefent afflictions. 
It is the dependance I have on your word that 
keeps me alive. Without this it is impoffible 
to furvive them. My hopes were from the re- 
venues of this Province to pay my debt to the 
Company, and reduce the number of my forces; 
wut nothing is yet done. I apprehend the Sea- 
poys will affemble, asin Meer Jaffer Aly Cawn’s 
time, and put my life in danger, and bring fhame 
and difhonour upon my family. In the eight 
months of my government, I have fcarce had lei- 
fure to drink a little water, and have not had 
a minute’s time to eat-or enjoy fleep. The four 
months, that I have been here involved in trou- 
bles, I have not enjoyed the leaft happinefs, ex- 
cept in the confidence E have of your friendfhip. 
My fhame and difmonour are compleated, and Il 
have no one to gamplain to but you. I hope, 
you will fpeedily write me, m what manner I can 
extricate myfelf fre a thefe diMieamicies, ard elta- 
blifh my credit and repsititiomwes Every particular 
of what I have now wrote has besallen me; Gop 
is my witnefs, and Mr. M‘Gwime is acquainted 
with every circumftance. I am forry that you, 
who are my patron andi the partaker of my az 

Aiictions, fhould at this time be at fuch a diftance, 
and that fo much time: fhould be taken up in 
writing and receiving letters; the rains are —, 
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and the Seapoys wages daily encreafe. The af- 
fairs of the country fall every day into greater 
confufion, and every thing contributes to make 
my life a burthen to me. My hopes are in your 
favour, for Gop’s fake make no delay; if you 
do, my affairs are utterly ruined. Now this re- 
mains, that you, who are concerned in my wel- 
fare, come here yourfelf, or fend for me to re- 
late my forrows to you. 
(In the Nabob’s own hand.) 

All affairs here are at an end, and the ruinous 
Gtuation of my affairs at this place has rendered 
my cafe defperate. I have wrote to you every 
particular, and hope from your benevolence that 
you will confider every fyllable, and {fpeedily re» 
diétfs my complaint. 


Si-.h Copy of a Letter from tbe 
fo Mr. Van Sittart. 

















Wabob 





Dated 17 June 1768 


: Eiterday I fent you, by the means of Mr. 
M<‘Gwire, a letter containing all the news, 
the contents of which you will underftand. Laft 
night, Colonel Coote made an entertainment for 
the Dutch, and was making merry. Hiis guards 
were ftationed all round the Kella. About twelve 
at night, Mharajah Ramnarain collected his peo- 
ple together, are lent word ro the Colonel, that 
I had got my. croops in radinefis to attack the 
Kella in the m^ran: nd that I would {pare nei- 
ther of them. “The Colonel, being deceived by 
the fnare, got his peopie ready. My Hiircarahs 
brought me intelligerce of it, but I gave no cre- 
dit toit. This mornirg, Mr. Watts entered my 
private apartment, which is near the Zunana, 
calling out, whereis he Nabob ? and then ftop- 
ped. After him Colonel Coote, in a great paf- 
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fion, with his horfemen, Peons, Seapoys, and 
others, with a cocked piítol in each hand, came 
{wearing into my tent. Ic fo happened, that I 
was afleepin the Zunana, and none of my guards 
were prefent. How fhall I exprefs the unbecom- 
ing manner, in which the Colonel went about, 
from tent to tent, with thirty-five horfemen, and 
two hundred Seapoys, calling out, where is the 
Nabob? He left fome of his people in the Zu- 
nana and Dewankana, and went towards the fouth 
tent. Lhe Eunuch of the Serai and Mr. Watts 
prevented his entering, faying, the Nabob is 
afleep, and this is the private tent of the Zu- 
nana. The Colonel returned, and proceeded 
“~hrough my whole army, and, feeing every Qme 
without arms, or any preparations, went back to 
the Kella. This bafe man is ungrateful, treache- 
rous, and intent only on mifchief, and to fupport 
fuch a wicked man, who has not any fear of Gop, 
and has even forgot himfelf, is to give caufe for 
continual animofities. This you never fuipected. 
He has arrived at this pitch now, and Gop 
knows what lengths he will go to hereafter. In 
the beginning of the night, unknown to me, he 
ftruck Siccas to fhew his own zeal, and be before- 
hand with me, and paffed them. At midnight, 
he fet on foot this difturfbance. I appeal to your 
judgment, what fhame and difgrace the news of 
this event will bring upon me, mwa the minds of 
my enemies and equais ım this place to the 
bounds of Hiindoftan. Za lofs o honour is not 
to be retrieved. You haxe feveraı times wrote 
me, with great affurances of friendfhip, that.the 
Englifh troops were mine, and under my com 
mand. The meanett wnetches would not have 
behaved as thefe people have dene. In what 
manner will my troops behave to me after feeingg 
thefe things. Notrwithftan ling all the care I hawe 
taken. 
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taken, and {till continue to take, it is impoffible 
Or meto prevent this traitor from breeding dif- 
fentions, and giving my life and honour to the 
winds. If you are determined to countenance 
him my m erl is at an end, you may then in- 
veít him with the Subafhip, and I fhall be con- 
tented with the continuance of your friendfhip 
alone. If you approve of continuing me in the 
Subafhip, fend orders without delay for his dif- 
miffion, and an enquiry into his accounts. There 
is great danger in delay, and it will tend to my 
detriment. If this traitor is allowed, the leaft 
occafion or opportunity, like afnake half killed, 
he will never leave off his venom or inveteracy. 
but will throw every thing into confufion, and 
then all your endeavours will prove ineffectual ; 
there is an end to every thing. It is now the 
time to give me a definitive anfwer, and to fend 
exprefs orders upon this fubjeét to the gentlemen, 
who have been, and are the dupes of his craft and 
deceit. . . .As it was incumbent upon me, I have 
now told you every thing; the refl I leave to you 
and your refolutions. 


Sxr.t Copy of a wetter from Mr. M‘G wire 
zo Mir. Van Sittart. 





















Dated 17 June 1761. 


HIS merning I fervearded you a letter re- 

ceived lat wight from his Excellency, and 
this will inclcte another, ac which your furprize 
will not be g zater t4an mine was, when the 
Nabob fent me advice of the treatment he met 
with this morning from the Colonel. In my let- 
ter of yefterday, I offered it as my opinion, ei- 
ther to immediately have Ramnarain difmiffed, 
. or come yourfelf to fettle matters here, otherwifle 
tue poor Nabob muft fajl. I have not heard any 
HI thing 
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thing from the Colonel concerning this affair, or 
of his motives. farther than, that he exprefied him- 
felf yefter day diffatisfied with the Nabob for fending 
him word, that he would not coin the Siccas, or 
read the Cutba, till the guards were taken off the 
city gates. But, no doubt, he will write the ac- 
count of his proceedings, and give his reafons for 
his conduét. I forefaw, in fome degree, the bad 
conifequences of giving fuch ample power to your 
commanders in chief. Few men can brook the 
lofing any part of the authority wherewith they 
are vetted, and fewer ftill who can fupport that 
authority with moderation. Jf you cannot come 
yourfelf, as I find the gentlemen at Madras will 
not fend the regiment, have not you the power to 
recall him, and confine the Major to military 
operations only? I am perfuaded, this Gentoo 
Rajah has laida trap, into which the Colonel fell, 
by raifinga a report, that the Nabob intended to 
attack the city as laft night. However; when the 
Colonel arrived at his tents this morning, there 
was not even his cuftomary body-guard there; and 
as there were not the leaft grounds or appearances 
of hoftilities on his Excellency’s part, the engage- 
ment is deferred till another opportunity. I have 
tent the Nabob word te. bear with this treatment 
for afew days longer till your aniwer arrives, and 
not to take any hafty determination thereon, that 
you will certainly bear him through 3; but he ap- 
prehends daily infults fram his own people, now 
they Aad he is infulted peblicly by the Englifh, Dy 
whom they were before ket in fame awe. If you 
And yourfelf unable to carry the Nabob through 
Dis préefent difficulties, let. the Rajah be declared 
Suban, safc let this miilerablé Great man return 
inglorious, difgraced, and defpifed to Moorfhe- 
dabad, there to enjoy a fingle day of quiet, to’ 

Which 
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which he has been an entire {f{tranger ever fince 
his arrival here. 

I am told, the Rajah ftruck Siccas yefterday 
in the mint; if fo, (and I efteem my authority 
good) itis plain, that he is certain of {fucceeding: 
in the government of this place; for he had not 
permiffion from the Nabob to act in this manner. 

His Excellency’s Mloonfhy is juft arrived; I 
afked him the purport of the letter he wrote the 
Colonel ; he fays, it amounted to this, ** That 
< he would come into the Kella agreeable to ap- 
< pointment, but that his Jemmadars would not 
<< acquiefce thereto, until our guards were taken 
<< off one of the city gates, that they might have 
<< liberty to enter and go out when they thought 
€ proper, that this being granted he would enter 
<< the Kella, and then and there {trike the Siccas, 
<€ and read the Cutba.’”? But as the Nabob will 
tranímit you a copy of the letter, I refer you to it. 

I will now fuppofe the Nabob to have refufed 
complying with ftriking the Siccas, and reading the 
Cutba, as alledged againit him, (but before this 
comes to hand, you will know to the contrary, by 
his having previous to this fent orders to Moor- 
fhedabad, Decca, &eap to ftrike the Siccas on the 
twenty fifth of this maon, being a lucky day, 
and of thefe his intentions kc has wrote to the 
King) was this a reafon for the Colonel’s going 
armed to his tent? Or has he authority to act 
in this manner unnoticéd ? Should he not have 
complained of the Nabc.b’s having broke his pro- 
mife to him, that the board might take notice of 
his behaviour ? May hot the Nabob with juftice 
affert, that he has purchafed a ftick to break his 
own head ? In fhort, Sir, it appears plainly to 
me, that the board meets with more infults from 
this {ftep than the Nabob, who throws himfeif on 
them for protection. 
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Fiad the Nabob formed the defign of forcibly 
‘taking poffefiion of the city, could we not have 
had Hiircarahs to have given the earlieft intima- 
tions of his firft motions to this proceeding, with- 
out the Colonel’s taking it for granted, and go- 
ing with ews companies of Seapoys, and a troop 
of horfe to the Nabob’s tents, two gurries before 
the day broke? 

ihe Nabob coiutinues to requeft you will give 
his letters a careiii! perufal, withe::: +2=wing them 
to your Moonfhy. 








S1.k—Copy of a Letter from Mir. \i‘Gwire zo 
Mr. Van Sittart. 


Dated 18 June 1761. 





Wrote you laft night to inclofe an account 
from his Excellency, fetting forth the fitua- 
tion he was in, and the conduét of the Colonel 
towards him. ‘This evening I was favoured with 
a vilit from the Colonel, in which he gave me 
the whole account, declaring, that the Nabob 
took every f{tep he cou!d think of to render the 
fervices he propofed doing him of no effect s that 
they had agreed, at their laft meeting, to {ftrike 
the Siccas, and read tke Cutba as to-morrow 
that the Nabob was to come into the city, and 
jive there, and that he propofed doing every thing 
the Nabob could wifh to render him eafy, and in 
confequence of this agreement, he as well as the 
INabob had wrote circular letters of their inten- 
tions; that he was furprized, inftead of finding 
the Nabob refolute in thiS agreement, to receive 
a letter from him, fetting forth, he would not 
come into the city till he had taken off the Sea- 
poy guards’; and, about the fame time, he re- 
ceived intelligence, that his Excellency had a con- 
fultation with his Jemmadars, and that he had 

farther 
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farther reafons to believe he intended to raife his 
forces, and attack the city; that he had taken 
the necefflary precautions, the night before, to 
prevent any fuch defign taking place, and in the 
morning went himifelf to feetheNabob (taking with 
him his troop)}to let him and his forces know that 
he was not to be terrified. I obfervedto him, that 
the Nabob intended to keep to his agreement, 
but his Jemmadars were averle to it, unlefs they 
might come in and go out when they thought 
proper. Hie replied, he was fo far from hin- 
dering them, that he had confented to put 


fome of the Nabob’s people Chokeys on the gate, 


together with his own, that the iptention of 


keeping thofe Chokeys there, was to keep out the 
rabble of his army. To-morrow was the day ñx- 
ed upon for ftriking the Siccas; and whilit the 
Colonel remained here, Mr. Watts arrived with 
a mefflage from the WNabob, to whom I under- 
ftand the Colonel fent him, with fome terms of 
accommodation, as I imagine; for, after a private 
conference in my chamber, he told him, when 
he came out, to return to the Nabob, and know 
if he would ftrike the Siccas to-morrow. Flere 
you have all I know of the matter. 



























S.1.1 — Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo 
Colonet Coote. 


15 June 1761. 


WI was agreed, that on tuefday, the twelfth of 
the month Zeccada, I fhould enter the Kella, 
and publifh, with your concurrence, the Cutba 
and Siccas, in the name of his facred and high 
Majefty. Conformably thereto, I was refolved 
upon going to the Kella. The Riffaladars and Jem- 
madars with me, hearing of this, reprefented to 
me, that from the continuance of the guards of 
Lam Seapoys 
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Seapoys at the gates of the city, their paffing 
and repaffing, would be obftructed; that, in the 
time of the Nabob Jaffer Aly Cawn, and the 
Nabob Nafir-ool-moolk deceafed, it never hap- 
pened, that Telingas had the guard of the gates 
of the city; and that till thofe guards were taken 
off they would not go. For this reafon I trou- 
ble you, that it is neceffary to take off the Te- 
lingas from the gates of the city, that I may go 
to the Kella, and attend with you to the publica- 
tion of the Cutba and Siccas, and thefe people 
as they defire may have free ingrefs and egrefs to 
and from me. 
































T.1.— The following is a Copy of a Letter de- 
livered into Council ?he twenty-fixth of 
June. 


GENTLEMEN, 





T is with the utmoft concern I lay before you | 
two letters received laft night from the Na- 
bob, containing a cetail of fome late occurrences 
at Patna, which ferve to fhew how much the pre- 
fent happy tranquillity of thefe Provinces is threa- 
tened by the effects of shofe violent prejudices, 
which were taken up foon after the late Nabob 
Jafher Aly Cawn refigned his government, and 
have been fo induiftrioufly propagated ever fince. 
The urgency of the prefent circumftances will 
not allow me time to enter into a detail of the 
feveral faéts, which, when collected, will fhew 
the truth of what I have above afferted. Such a 
detail fhall be my next work, and I will engage 
to prove, that thofe prejudices are the founda- 
tion of the prefent dangers. But frf, let us en- 
Gdeavour, as far as in us lies, to remedy the difor- 


der, and guard againft thefe dangers. 

































I fay 
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I fay as far as in us lies, becaufe our future 
orders may perhaps be as little regarded as our 
paft. If the officers commanding our troops had 
attended to the in{tructions we fent them, the dif- 
putes at Patna had not continued till this time, 
nor been carried to fo dangerous a length. 

Ramnarain, the Naib or deputy of that Pro- 
vince, has been ever remarkable tor his capacity 
in the arts and intrigues of this country. He 
foon difcovered, how many had taken up preju- 
dices againft the prefent Nabob Coffim Aly Cawn, 
and who they were. He had a long account to 
fettle of his three or four years adminiftration, 
and fought, with too much fuccefs, to engage fuch 
as he knew to be already biaffed againft the Na- 
bob, to fupport him in refufing or evading the 
rendering an account of his adminiftration. 

Compleat tranflations of the Nabob’s two Jet- 
ters fhall be laid before you at our next meeting- 
As yet, they have paffed under no eyes but my 
own, becaufe I think it highly neceflary we 
fhould conceal, as much as poffible, from the 
world, the extreme ill ufage which the Nabob 
has received. Thanks to his moderation, and 
his entire dependance on our juftice and good 
faith, the open hoftnities, which feem to have 

been intended, were, for that time, avoided. 
What he may have been forced to, before now, is 
a fubjeét in my mind of mych uneafinefs. 

The moft material circumftances of the Na- 
bob’s letter are thefe following. (Here follows a 
recital of them agreeably to the contents of the 
letter already entered.) 

This, gentlemen, is the fubftance of the Na- 
bob’s letter, dated the fixteenth of June. The 
other of the feventeenth, contains the relation of 


a fact yet more furprizing and alarming. (Here 
4 follows 
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follows the account of Colonel Coote’s behaviour 
in the Nabob’s camp. ) 

This, gentlemen, is the faét as related in the 

Wabob’s fecond letter, to which headds, a ftronge 
reprefentation of the ill effects, which fuch an af- 
front put upon him, mutt have on his reputation 
in all parts of India, and even among his own 
people, and he concludes with requiring juftice to 
be done him. 
No account of this affair is yet arrived from 
the Colonel, but along with the Nabob’s letters kf 
received one from Mr. M‘Gwire, dated the fe- 
venteenth, and another of the eighteenth is juit 
come to hand. Copies of fuch parts of thefe as 
relate to this affair I have annexed hereunto 3 
and as I regard that gentleman always as a mem- 
ber of the Board, and of the “Select Committee, 
I think fome regard is to be had to his opinion 
upon the ítate of affairs on the fpot where he is, 
notwithftanding the Colonel’s refufal to be guid- 
ed by, or even to reply to the inftruétions we ad- 
dreffed to him, and Mr. M‘Gwire jointly. 

That gentleman has, however, tranfmitted me 
from time to time an account of what has been 
pafling at Patna, and obferved to me, in two or 
three different letters, that ne fufpeéted from the 
many unreafonable appi.sations made to the Na- 
bob, of a nature not to Èẹ complied with, and 
from other circumftances, that therewas a fetrled 
and fixed defign of bringing things to an extre- 
mity. J muft own, that fome of the meafures ta— 
ken here, and which fhall be particularized in the 
narrative I propofe to lay before you, feemed to 
favour fuch an opinion ; yet I could never bring 
_mmyfelf to believe, that prejudice could hurry men 
fo far, as to make them carelefs of the prefent 
happy tranquillity of thefe Provinces in general, 
and of the Company’s valuable poffeffions, and 

| defirous 
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defirous of putting thefe blefiings, and the lives 
of thoufands to rifk, by opening a {ceneof frefh 
troubles, whichcould not fail to fucceed the going 
to war with the Nabob without reafon, and with- 
out provifion made for the better regulation of the 
government after his death, or expulfion,fuppofing 
one of thefe to be the confequence of our taking 
up arms againft him, as it probably would. Befides 
rhefe reflections, another confideration prevented 
my giving credit to there being really fuch a de- 
fign, and which indeed would have led me to 
hold the defign and the authors in contempt, if 
I could have perfuaded myfelf fuch did exift 5 I 
mean the repeated orders of the Select Commit- 
tee to the commanding officer of the army to fup- 
port and affift the Nabab, which I thought fufh- 
cient to prevent any bad effects. But this affair is 
grown more ferious than I could have imagined. 
When I confider the frequent reprefentations 
made to us, both by Major Carnac and Colonel 
Coote, of the little fervices to be expected from 
the Nabob’s troops ; that he was incapable, even 
of calling an ordinary Zemindar to an account, 
without our affliftance ; when 1 confider allo, that 
not only the city of Patita, but all the reft of the 
frontiers of the Nabob s dominions are, and have 
been defended by our trøops, as Beerboom, Mid- 
napoor, and Chittagorg. I find it almoft impof- 
fible to perfuade myfelf, the Colonel could really 
think the Nabob had a defign to affault the city; 
and if he could entertain fuch a thought, he fhould 
have let the Nabob begin the affault, in which he 
could not poffibly have fucceeded, and then the 
whole world would have been convinced that the 
Nabob was inthe wrong. 
But whatever might have been the Colonel!l’s de- 
fign, hisfally, as related in the Nabob’s fecond letter, 
was fo conducted, as might naturally have been 
expected 
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expected to produce fome difturbance in the Na- 
bob’s camp, and of that the immediate confe- 
quence would have been a general engagement 
between two armies, which I have always regard- 
ed as acting in concert, as ftrict friends and al- 
lies. I have faid, gentlemen, and I repeat it, 
that it was owing to the Nabob’s moderation, and 
his entire confidence in our juftice and goed faith, 
that hoftilities did not immediately follow this af- 
front put on him. But as l am doubtful what 
farther meafures may have been purfued to this 
tame : 

I do therefore, in the firft place, folemnly pro- 
teft againit thofe whom it may concern, for all 
the bad confequences that may enfue before the 
directions of the Board hereupon can reach the 
army, and declare myfelf not accountable for the 
blood that may be fpilt, the difturbances that may 
lay watfte the country, and the Joffes which the 
Company in particular may fuftain, in their pof- 
feffions, by any meafures which may be purfued in 
contradiction to the orders of the Seleét Com- 
mittee, corroborated and confirmed by repeated 
letters from myfelf to the commanders of our 
army, to whom, as well as to the Nabob, I have 
continually recommended reciprocal refpeét and 
friendfhip, and naoderat?#yxn in all differences. of 
opinion. 

And, in the next place, I do propofe, and 
moít ftrenuoufly recommend to the Board, to 
come to fuch refolutions as may beft tend to pre- 
vent any dangers of this unexpected kind in fu- 
ture, and particularly, that the charge of the 
army may be given to fome officers who will obey 
our orders. 

The foregoing reprefentation of Colonel Coote’s 
fally to the Nabob’s camp, is fuch as was imme- 

diately 

















Relative to the Difturbancesin BENGAL. 107 


diately tranfmitted by the Nabob. It is juft to 
infert the Colonel’s own account of it. 





V.1.—Copy of a Letter from Colonel Coote to 
Mr. Van Sittart. 
Dated 19 June r76r. 


N the poft{cript to my letter of the thirteenth 
inftant, I acquainted you of the Nabob’s hav- 
ing been with me, and by the converfation I had 
with him, Rajebullub, and Golam Aly Cawn that 
day, I had all the reafon to expect, that I fhould 
foon have his affairs fettled to the fatisfacétion of 
every body, and my own credit. I likewife in- 
formed you, of his agreeing to proclaim the King 
this day. He afked me, whether it would not be 
proper for him to come into the Kella on this oc- 
cañon ? I told him, it was a very proper ftep, 
and what I had long wifhed for, as by that means 
I could be oftener with him than my health would 
permit me now. Upon which he faid, he would 
come in on Wednefday the feventeenth, and afk- 
ed me, if I would pay him avifit that day upon 
his arrival’? I replied, that I would with plea- 
fure, and that I would likewife wait on him the 
morning he intended npioclaiming the King, re- 
ceive a drefs from hin, and proceed in publick 
with him to the Mlofque ; and told him, that as 
I had wrote to all the Zemindars of the country 
ʻo comein, and fettle their accounts with him, and 
had promifed to write to the King by his Vackeel, 
I theught the more publick we appeared toge- 
ther, ic would have the greater weight in tranf- 
acting his affairs; on this occafion, the Nabob 
and his attendants abovementioned expreffied their 
{atisfaction in the f{trongeft terms. 
Hie then afked me, to have our Seapoys taken 
off the gates of the city ; in anfwer, I told him, 
it 
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it furprized me he fhould ftill harp on that fub- 
ject, as I had before given him fufficient reafons 
of their utility, and added, that thofe Seapoys were 
a part of his army, and under the command of 
Captain Robertfon, and were therefore ready to 
obey his orders; that the directions I had given 
Captain Robertfon were, that they fhould ftop no 
body belonging to the Nabob from paffing and 
repafling, into the city; only not to deliver the 
gates to an armed force without my order, and to 
Keep their poft quiet ; that he had himfelf often 
os tuoatl he had no command over his own forces, 
and that it was very well known, that thofe very 
forces had formerly an intention (and were near 
putting it into execution) to plunder the city; 
that, at this particular time, I had but very few 
troops wiih me, and therefore for his fecurity, as 
well as my own, I could not be too much on my 
guard. He likewife afked me, if he fhould bring 
in {ome of his principal people to refide with him ? 
I replied, by all means; they then took their leave 
feemingly very well fatisfied. 

I heard nothing from him afterward till the fif- 
teenth at night, when he fent me, by one of his 
Chubdars, a letter (a copy of which I now inclofe 
you, together with others relative to the tranfac- 
tions here) requiring an immediate anfwer. The 
method of his fending th letter, and the purport 
Of it furprized me not a little; and I fent for Go- 
lam Aly Cawn, who was then in the houfe, to 
come to my room, and afked him, if he knew 
the purport of the letter I had juft received from 
the Nabob; he faid, that before he left the Durbar 
he heard there was a letter to be fent, and by what 
he could find, he thought a very improper one after 
what had pafied at our laft meeting, and wifhed, 
that the Nabob had better advifers; I told him, 
3J wifhed fo too, and that I thought it muft appear. 

very 
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very odd, after I had wrote that morning to the 
King, and that I had {fent circular letters to the 
Zemindars to come, and fettle their accounts with 
him as Subah, to have the ceremony of proclaim- 
ine the King performed in the capital the Pro- 
vince, by his fervant a Gentoo, whilft he a Muf- 
felman remained in his camp in the neighbour- 
hood. ‘This affair feemed to me to be of fuch 
confequence, that I defired to have nothing more 
to do with meffages, but defired to fee himfelf 
next day. When I was informed, that the Na- 
bob would notcome, and by intelligence, that he 
had moft of his Jemmadars in confultation with 
































him, J at night fent to Captain Robertfon to Keep 
a go look out, and fee that no mifchief was 


done ; and I likewife {ent Hircarahs into his cam 
to obferve what pafied, and bring me an account. 
At midnight I was acquainted, that their guards 
were doubled, and a great ftir among them. This I 
find by the following expreffion of Golam AlyCawn 
was partly occafioned by Coja Gregory, which he 
has fance dropped in company with Mr. Watts, 
chat he was not afraid to tell Coja Gregory, at 
the time he was ordering it, that ic would be pro- 
ductive of no good, ana mutt give offence to the 
Colonel. Next morning in order to be better 
acquainted how things-went, F thought it necef- 
fary to go with my ufui.l attendants to the Nabob’s 
tent, to {peak with him about thofe matters, and 
fAnding he was not up I departed; leaving - Mer. 
Watts with him to let him know, how fenfible I 
was of his ill treatment, having always acted the 
friendly part by him, and that by cthefe proceed- 
ings he was putting it out of my power to ferve 
him. I then.took a tour round his encampment, 


where I found every thing wore the appearance of 
tranquillity. 
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Vi.a Extrat of a Letter from Colcnrel 
Coote zo the Governor and Council. 








Dated 17 July 1761 


Few hours before I left Patna, I had the 
honour of your letter of the twenty-fixth 
of June, together with copies of the Nabob’s 
and Mr. M‘Gwire’s letters to the Prefident, as 
alfo extracts of the minutes of Council. 

As I have not been the firft perfon whofe actions 
have been condemned unheard, I therefore can- 
not look upon it as a particular misfortune at- 
tending me alone. “The WNabob’s ditagreement 
with me on account of proclaiming the King, 
which feems to be the {ource of the indignities 
fhewn me, i fhould have before now related to the 
Board, had I looked on it as an affair of any 
confequence to trouble them with; but as a com- 
mon occurrence I related it in my private cor- 
refpondence with Mr. Van Sittart (in my letter of 
the nineteenth of June, to which I beg leave to 
refer you) whofe weight with the Nabob, as it 
feemed to me, might have been fufficient to fectle 
any little points of va-iance. But to my great 
furprize, the moft [candalc us conftructions are put 
upon all my actions, and the yvreatef{t falfehoods 
no fooner propagated than credited, which, if my 
word has any weight, will evidently appear by 
my letter beforementioned, and what follows. 

On the 16thof Junein the evening, having had 
different reports brought me concerning the Na- 
bob's proceedings, I told Captain Eifer I intend- 
ed paying him a vifit next morning, to endea- 
vour to fettle matters with him, and at {upper- 
time, defired that gentleman to order the troop- 
ers and mv utlual attendants to be ready a little 
after 
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after day-light. About fix o*clock next morn- 
ing, I fet out from my quarters to the Nabob’s, 
(which is about two cofs) with about twenty-five 
European cavalry, and one company of Seapoys, 
which happened at that time to be a fewer num- 
ber than ufually attended me when I went upon 
ublick vifits, and 1 fent Mr. Watts on before to 
fet the Nabob know, I was coming to wait on 
him. By the time I arrived at hiš tents it was 
near feven o’clock. The Nabob, I find, accufes 
me of going: in a violent manner through his 
tents. On the contrary, the place where I alight- 
ed from my horfe was near the Durbar tent, and 
the place where I always had alighted ; and upon 
feeing Mr. Watts I afked him, where the Nabob 
was? Who replied, he was afleep in his Zunana; 
and as I had reafon to fufpect from my intelli- 
gence the laft twenty-four hours that his inter- 
tions were not the beft, I therefore when alight- 
ing took my pittols out of my holfters formy own 
fecurity, (as I feldom ride with afword) but de- 
clare they were not cocked ; and I affirm, that I 
went no farther than the Durbar tent, where I fat 
down fora little time; ftill finding the Nabob 
did not come, I defirad Captain Eifer to order 
two troopers to fee, that md body of troops came 
in at the back part of t':ctent ; and I now de- 
clare, that no one was Placed on his Zunana. As 
the Nabob did not come, I went away, and for 
the reft of this affair, I refer you to my letter to 

the Prefident. | 
The Nabob farther accufes me, of having en- 
deavoured to oblige him to make up matters with 
Comgar Cawn and the Carrickpoor Rajah. I 
declare, I never mentioned them to him in’ any o- 
ther light than that, if he could not by any means 
take them, to make up matters with them; and 
that I particularly refufed feeing their Wackeels, 
and 
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and never had any correfpondence with them bug 
by two letters, which I wrote them by the Na- 
bob’s defire, copies of which have been tran{mit- 
ted to the Prefident..... With regard to the 
Dinagepoor people, I was petitioned by the fons 
of the late Rajah (whofe country had been taken 
from them by the Nabob, after taking a Nuzzur 
of ten lacks of rupees) requefting, that I would 
{peak to the Nabob in their behalf, and deliver 
their petition to him, which was all the part I 
acted in that affair. .... With refpeét to the Ra- 
jah of Radfhay, Mr. Batfon defired 1 would endea- 
vour to ferve him with the Nabob, as he had been 
fleeced by the Royroyan, and his country taken 
from him. I accordingly reprefented it to him, fince 
which reprefentation that poor unhappy man (tho” 
feventy years of age) has been tied up by the heels, 
and flogged with rattans almoft to death.’T his fhock- 
ing piece of cruelty not being thought fufficient, he 
was put in trons, and remained in that fituation 
till Mr. Batfon, through his humanity, had with 
difficulty by his intereft got him freed from his 
fhackles, but the poor old man {ftill continues a 
prifoner. As to Myrza Killy Aly, I never men- 
tioned him to the Nabob,..nor has any body done 
it by any authority from me. ‘The only perfon, 
whofe intereft I urged, vas the unhappy brother 
of Meer Jaffer, with whom I was formerly ac- 
quainted, and wham I found on my journey at 
Patna at Rajemaul ftarving with a large family. 
i begged the Nabob to do fomething for him, 
and he ordered him one thoufand rupees per 
month, chiefly through the interceffion of Raje- 
bullub, who, by my requeft, ufed his intereft on 
that occafion ; but that poor man has not profited 
by this in the leatt, having hitherto not received 
a fingle rupee. .... As there was a report fpread, 
that the Fougedar of Hougly wasto be turned 


out, 
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out, Mr. Watts mentioned, in a private difcourfe 
with Rajebullub, that if the Nabob would give 
that poit to Nundcemar, it might be a means of 
obliging fome gentlemen, whofe friendfhip might 
be acceptable to him, and this was really hinted 
from a friendly view towards the WNWabob. 

The public character I was in obliged me to re- 
ceive petitions, and to hear the complaints of eve- 
ry one. I therefore could not do leis than inform 
the Nabob of them. But fince I found that any 
applications through me were the fure means of 
hurting the poor people who complained (the 
Nabob having declared publickly, that whoever 
applied to the Englifh was not his friend) I after- 
wards prevented their troubling me with their 
petitions. 


W 1 .——— Extra? of a Letter from Major 


Carnac fo rhe Select Committee. 
Dated 16 June 176r. 


OU have not been pleafed, gentlemen, to 
allow meto have any thing to fay or do 
with regard to Ramnarats, but if it depended on 
me, I declare noconfideration whatever fhould in- 
duce me to give my cc ment to removing a man, 
whom we are bound tq maintain by engagements 
prior to, and confequently more obligatory than 
any we may have fince entered into withCoffim Aly 
Sawn. I have had hints before with regard to this 
unfortunate Gentoo, to which, if I would have li- 
fiened, I might probably have turned my cam- 
paign to pretty good account ; bur, indifferent as 
my circumfitances are, I thank Gop I fcorn enlarg- 
ing them by any means that would not ftand the 
moit public intpedétion. 
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M1.—Extraét of a Letter from Major Carnac 


to the Governor and Council. 


Dated 2t June 1761. 


IS Majefty croffed the Caramnafia this morn- 
i ing. He made fuch long marches from Sa- 
ceram hither, that it was impoffiible for me to keep 
pace with him, and I was forced to leave the ar- 
my a march behind, in order to get up to him. 
Yefterday evening on parting, he made me the 
moft public declaration of his particular regard for 
me, and difmiffed me with every mark of honour 
that could poffibly be conferred on me. ‘The ac- 
companying is a copy of two Arzees I prefented 
to him lait night, with the anfwers he wrote in the 
body thereof with his own hand, in the prefence 
of Mef. Lufhington and Ironfide as well as my- 
felf. He has alfo wrote to you, gentlemen, with 
a promife of iffuing out his royal Sunnud, con- 
irming the Company in all their prefent poffem- 
ons and priviledges, provided the proper Pefhcufh 
be paid, and, in the fame letter, has made you an 
offer of the Dewannee of Bengal, on condition of 
your being anfwerable for the royal revenues, of 
which he declares, he .xvnecéts no account while 
Coffim Aly Cawn has the management thereof. 
ido not chufe to venture fending yau this letter, 
for fear it fhould be loft, as I have no duplicate 
of it, but acquaint you with the purport that yos 
may be enabled to anfwer his Majeity, which an- 
iwer he defires may be tranimitted to him as foon 
as pomble. 





T Bs 
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ae Copy of a Tranflation of az Arzee, 
wrote by Major Carnac fo the King, with 
the King’s Anfwer fuperfcribed. 


T is about five months fiance your Majefty ho- 
noured the tents of your faithful fervant with 
your prefence at Gya, and from your gracious 
will and pleafure, and in confequence of the ad- 
drefs and engagements of your fervant (devoted 
to your high and facred court) in full confidence 
graced the Kella of Ayimabad. Gop is my wit- 
nefs, that from the commencement of my fervice 
to this time, I have never deviated, in the moft 
minute circumitance, from the engagement of fi- 
delicy, which I made with your Mayjetty, but ever 
heartily attentive to my duty and loyal attachment, 
and ready to devote my life to your welfare, and 
regarding always the ftrict obfervance of my fide- 
lity as my chief happineis, to the utrmoft of my 
power I have obeyed your facred commands, and 
you have gracioufly declared, that you were pleaf- 
ed with the faithfulnefs of your fervant, exaltingg 
me in honour above the cicdurdls. _ Relying on that 
gracious difpofition, wi oñ uffords a Madow to the 
highett and the humbleft o% your aves, 1 am in 
hopes that what I fhall repr: fenmt to you will obtain 
your royal approbation. For this caufe your fer- 
vant, who is a dependent of the Englifh Compa- 
ny, tiumbly petitions, that your Majefty will be 
pleafed to order, thas Sunnuds be granted for all 
the Zemindaries and Factories cf commerce, be- 
Ionging to the Company in the Empire of Indo- 
{tan, at Calcutta in the Subah of Bengal, and 
Madras, and Bombay, and the port of Surat in 
the diftricts of Deccan. In thefe four places, 
“which are the principal Factories of the Englifh 
Company. let the etek te have the priviledge 
2 of 
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of a mint in each; and that a Sunnud, after the 
ufual form, be granted for the conh pratt of the 
Jageers of Colanél Clive, who is one of the fer- 
vants of the facred court, and the patron of this 
faithful fervant, whofe attachment and devotion is 
notorious to the whole Empire, which to this day 
he has been honoured with by the royal donations, 
and let your Majefty look upon this your fervant 
(who is a {tranger in thefe regions) as one cf the 
meaneft of the fervants of the Court, nor forget or 
blot him from your remembrance ;.and to the laft 
breath of my life I fhall ever pray, that the Al- 
mighty may make your Majefty (whofe dignity is 
equal to Solomon’s) an honour and ornament to 
the throne and everlafting Empire of India, an ad- 
miniftrator of juftice ant equity, and a protector 
of the people of Gop, greater than the great King 
‘Timoor, that all the chiefs and all the inhabitants 
of the world may be held in obedience and fide- 
lity by your royal clemency. 
(Superfcribed by the King.) 

The purport of the Arzee is fully underitood. 
In confequence of the faithful attachment of that 
 truíty fervant, we ag~ eand confent to it. W hen- 
ever the petition fori it is ient in form, and the Pifh- 
cufh delivered to the royal Sircar, the petitioned 
Sunnuds we will grac ouflv grant. Befides this, 
in confideration of “the fervices of that fervant the. 
Dewannee of the Subah of Bengal, on condition 
of paying the Malguzary, (according tothe tc! mer 
amount) and afuitable Pifhcufh, fhall be granted. 


Zi. Copy cf Mr. Van Sittarts Minute, 
andthe Refelutions of the Board on zbe Ma- 
jor s Letier. 








HE Prefident cannot help obferving on the 
foregoing, that initead of fetting forth the 
actaclment, 
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attachment, which the F.nglifh ation and the 
Company, have always fhewn to the Mogul go- 
vernmenr, the furns they have expended, and the 
valour they have exerted in defeating the King’s 
enemies, the Major’s whole thoughts are employ- 
ed in expreffing his own fervices and fidelity 5 tn 
confideration of which he requetts, that the in- 
dulgencies therein mentioned may be granted to 
the Company. He has not fufficiently confidered, 
that it is the fervices of the Nation and the Com- 
pany that fhould be pleaded, and recorded on all 
fuch occafions, in Order to incresfe “their relpect 
and seputation in foréian countries; Iuch pleas 
may be ufed in favour of that Nation and Com- 
pany in future times, when they have any thing 
to apply for, which is a refpect that will not be 
paid to any perfonal fervices; and farther, that 
all thofe indulgencies, he has applied for, were 
ordered from the Seleét Committee, and indeed 
without fuch orders he could not juftify the apply- 
ing for any things yet he takes not the leaft no- 
tice of the Committee, nor the Csovernor and 
Council, which the Prefident mentions as one in- 
{tance among many others of the great defire the 
moít of our military ofirers have to conceal from 
the world, that they hav dependence on any Cl- 
vil power. 

With regard to the King’s otter of the Dewan- 
nee, the Board are of opinion, that were the Com- 
pany -to accept of it, it would only -be a fource 
or perpetual conteft and ill-will with the Nabob ; 
but leaft fuch an appointment might at any time 
hereafter be thought advantageous, we will for the 
prefent defer coming to any refolution thereon, 
and only write the King in anfwer, that we fhall 
foon fend our requefts in form. 





I 32 A2.—Copy 
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Az. Copy of a Letter from the Governor 
avd Council (Mef: Van Sittart, Amyatt, 
Wis, Sumner, gnd Smith) zo Major 
Carnac. 


Tiated 6 July 1760 


E have received your letter of the twenty.. 
firtt, incloiing copy of the two rTregueits 
you prefented to the King, with aniwers fuper- 
fcribed by him. Thofe anitwers are very indeter- 
minate, and far from expreffing his confent ; they 
are indeed no way fo favcurable as we think we 
might have expected, confidering the good faith, 
candour, and attachment we have fhewn him in 
his molt diftreffed circuesnfftances, and the fup- 
plies of money he has received by our influence 
trom the Nabob. 

We cannot help remarking upon the ftile of 
your requeft, as it may ferve for your better guid- 
ance on future occafions. You have {aid much 
of your own fervices and attachment to the King, 
and neglected entirely fo fair and juft an opportu- 
nity of fetting forth the.:_putation and power of 
our Nation, the attachr enc which the Company 
have always fhewn to iné Mogul government, the 
fums they have experdec, andthe blood that has 
been fhed in defeating the Kirg’s enemies in dif- 
ferent parts -of India, and the particular obliga- 
tions, which he in perlon owes to the governnicire 
in Bergal. Such fhould be the ftile of all public 
applications to foreign Courts, in order that they 
may ferve our Nation for arguments on all future 
occafions. 

With regard to the Dewannee of thefe Pro- 
vinces, the Shah’s offer is as indeterminate as his 
aniwers fo your fFeGutciis; aic! 23 it would be aå 
fource 
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fource of continual jealoufies between the Nabob 
and the Company, we do not think advifeable to 
fue for it at this time. 


B2.—— Extraé of a Letter from Major 


Carnac, fo the Governor azd Council. 


Dated 28 June 1764:. 


N my laft I mentioned my having a letter for 
you from his Majefty, relative to his confir- 
mation of all the Company’s pofiefflions and pri- 
viledges, and containing an offer to yourfelves of 
the Dewanee of Bengal, and my unwillingnefs to 
fend a letter of fuch confequence by the ordinary 
conveyance. I hawe likewife feveral other letters 
for you from him, fome of a public, and fome of 
a private nature; for fear therefore any inconve- 
nience fhould refult from their being delayed, I 
fhall give them in charge to Enfign Swinton, with 
orders to convey them to you as faft as poffible, 
if the Colonel will give him permiffion. I have 
done every thing for the fervice of my matters, 
that the little power vpu were willing to inveit me 
with would admit of m doing. I have obtained 
a promile from his MaicNy, under his own hand, 
of his royal confirmatron of all your pofieffions 
and priviledges, provided you pay him a proper 
Pifficufh, as nas been always cuftommrry, in return 
far iuch grants. It refts with you, whether or not 
you will be at the expence of procuring them ; if 
you intend it, it is necefflary you fhould, without 
Jofs of time, fend an able and trufty Gentoo to 
refide as your Vackeel with the Court, and bring 
the bufinefs to a fpeedy iffue. 








r) 
RI 


{4 








Copy 
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C 2.——Copy of a Letter from Mr. M'G wire 
to Major Carnac. 
Dated 6 July 1761. 


N anfwer to my requeit for leaving two hun- 
Gred rank and file, exclufive of the fick, Mr. 
Reed, by your directions, has acquainted me, that 
ou have orders from the Colonel to inciude the 
fick ; and that if I fhould ftill be of opinion it is 
neceflary to keep up that number of effective here, 
I muft write to Calcutta for frefh orders, which will 
arrive before your departure, as you Cannot exe- 
cute your orders for returning in lefs than twenty 
days. , 

The Colonel, you acquainted me, has fent or- 
ders to Saferam for Captain Hart to return direct- 
ly; and you have, as I underftand, fent the like 
to Captain Champion, from whence, it may be 
prefumed, they will arrive here in about fax days. 
In the mean time, preparations may be made for 
their embarking, and what is to detain them af- 
terwards, I am at a lofs to find out. 

However, Sir, that I..r.ay execute my orders, 
without lofs of time, I equeft you will deliver 
over the command. ordre to remain here, to Cap- 
tain Corftairs; they may be feleéted hereafter, and 
as his Excellency is defirous of coming into the 
city, you wiil order the centries at the gates so be 
taken off. 

I am farther to requeft an old battalion may be 
left me, in the room of the Seapoys commanded 
by Captain Stibbert, as they are at prefent unfit 
for immediate fervice. 











<.2.a copy 


o <m. 
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Caa Copy cf Major Carnac s Anfwer to 
tbe feréecine Letter: 


Dated 6 Jaly 176r- 
A S the Board neither have, nor indeed have 


the power to put me under your directions, 

I am not accountable to you for my proceedings 
here, nor are you tò preicribe the time that may 
be requifite for getting every thing ready for tranf- 
porting that part of the army which Iam ready to 
take down with me. OF this you will allow me 
to be as good a judge as yourfelf, efpecially as 
there are two or three things to be done before we 
fet out, which you are probably unacquainted 
with, both a geneal mufter, and a general court 
martial to be held, which muft employ a few days. 
You may be affured, however, no time fhall be 
loft, as I am as impatient to get away from Patna 
as you can be to have me away ; burt, in the in- 
terim, I will deliver over the command to no one. 
Coffim Aly Cawn may come intothe Kelia when 
he pleafes, and I will be anfwerable for the fecu- 
rity of his perfon, bir I will not take off the 
guards that have beer . long pofted at the gates. 
Were that armed rabble «bout him to have free 
ingrefs and egrefs, fonve quarrel would inevitably 
happen between tem and our people, which, as 
well as any accident happening to the city, I will 
e=Geavour to prevent during my continuance in it. 
I think Captain Stibbert’s battalion full good 
enough for any fervice they can be employed on at 
this teafon of the year, and as they have been all 
along appropriated forthe ufe of your Factory, I 
{hall certainly include them in the two thoufand 
Seapoys directed to be left with you, unlefs I re- 


ceive orders from the gentlemen below to the con- 
trary. 








I2.—Copy 
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D2. Copy of a Letter from tbe Board 
(Mef- Van Sittart, Amyatt, Sumner, and 
Smith) zo Major Carnac. * 








14 July 176r. 


E have received a letter from Mr. M‘G wire, 
dated the fixth inftant, accompanied with 
a copy of your letter to him of the fame date. 

We defire to know, by what authority you have 
kept the command of the army at Patna, becaufe 
either in Colonel Coote or you there is a manifeft 
contempt of our orders of the twenty-fixth ult. 5- 
which directed, that both you gentlemen fhould 
return to Calcutta, and that the troops fhould be 
left under the command of Captain Carftairs, to 
follow the inftructions of Mr. M‘Gwire. The 
muttering the army, or holding a court martial,are 
mot fufficient reafons, as both thofe fervices might 
be performed in Calcutta. We would afk you far- 
ther, whether it is poffible, that any officer receiving 
thofe orders, for leaving two hundred Europeans 
and two thoufand Seapoys, to affift the Nabob in 
fettling the affairs at Patna can, without a mani- 
feft intention of countera ting our determination, 
underftand, that the fick hall be included amongft 
the Furaopeans, ard the Seapoys to be left on fer- 
vice, to be the wor ft of the army. 

It is true that we fhould avoid, as much as 
poffible, putting any officer, entitled toa {fcar at 
the Board in military affairs, under the orders of 
any member of that Board, who, on fuch occa- 
fions, would fit below him; and this regard for 
your rank was one reafon among others, why we 
did not propofe to you to remain at Patna, under 
the orders of Mr. M‘Gwire; however, Sir, that 


you 













































“ N. B. Mr. Amyatt did not fign this letter. 
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you may not think that rule invariable, you will. 
give me leave to inform you, that we can, when 
the Company’s fervice requires it, oblige any offi- 
cerin their fervice to aét under the directions of 
their governors or factors at any of their fettle- 
ments. 

Neither is it poffible the fervice can be well con- 
ducted on the independent footing, which you are 
pleafed to claim 3; witnefs your little regard to the 
reprefentations of Mr. M‘Gwire, with refpecét to 
the choice of the troops to be left at Patna, as be- 
forementioned, although the Company’s Factory 
and effects there, as well as the execution of the 
fervice for which thefe troops are to be left, is com- 
mitted to the charge of that gentleman. 

To put an end to thefe difputes we direct, that 
on the receipt of this letter you give over the com- 
mand of the army to Captain Carftairs, with or- 
ders to follow the dire€tions of Mr. M‘Gwire, to 
whom we have given the necefiary inftrucétions, 
concerning the draughting of the troops to be 
kept at Patna, and the embarkation of the reft 
for Calcutta. 

And you will repair to Calcutta yourfelf with alk 
convenient fpeed. 





























E2.— Extract of a Letter Jom Major Carnac 
to the Goyern&r and Council. 


Dated 7 July 1761. 





N confequence of an order from Colonel Coote 

I left the detachment, with which I had the 
honour to efcort his Majefty, at Safaram the thir- 
tieth of June, and arrived here the third of July, 
on which the Colene!l! refolved to return ta Calcutta, 
and was preparing to fet out on the morning of the 
fifth. In the interim, he received a letter nae 
tne 
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the Board, which only ferved to confirm him in 
his refolution, and he gave me directions to exe- 
cute their orders, which I fhall do withthe utmoft 
expedition, being as averfe as the Colonel from 
having any hand in the bufinefs that is likely to 
be carried on. I efteem myfelf extremely happy 
in being removed from the command of the army, 
as I could not Rave fuffered it, whiift I was at the 
head thereof, to be employed on the purpofes for 
which I find it is intended, without a direct breach 
of the declarations I have formerly made to you 
in regard to Ramnarain. I cannot help, on this 
occafion, laying before you two paragraphs, the 
one extracted from your letterto me of the ninth 
of February, viz. 

< We obferve, when Colonel Caillaud began 
«e his march to Patna, the beginning of the laft 
«<< year, he had particular initructions from Co- 
<< lonel Clive and the reft of the Committee to 
€ protect Ramnarain, in cafe of the Nabob’s ma- 
king any attempt againft his perfon or honour. 
<< We believe fuch an injunétion at this time un- 
“© meceflary, as the prefent Nabob feems to be 





“< well inclined towards Ramonarain. But fhould 
“© it prove otherwife, it f5 our refolution to have 
“< the fame regard to tht. orfher engagements in 


his favour as was then defigned, and therefore 
direct you, in cafe of neceflity, to proteét Ram- 
narain again{t all violence and injuftice that may 
be offered to his perfon, honour, or fortune ”? 
The other from your letter of the twenty-farft or 
April. ** We ever intended to preferve Ramnarain 
‘ in the government of Patna, and have there- 
*“ fore recommended it to Colonel Coote to give 
<* him his protection in all circumftances.’”? rays 
how are thefe reconcileable to the inftruGtions ad- 
dreffed to Mr. M‘Gwire, of which I have feen a 
copy, attetted to be a true one by the Sub-fecre- 


ary 2 
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tary? The force to be left at Patna is exprefly 
{aid to be ** only to afit the Nabob in fettling 
<< accounts with Ramnarain, and the feveral Ze- 
<< mindars of the Patna Province.” After which 
is the following article. «< This you (Mr. 
<< M<‘Gwire) are to do in general to the utmoft 
of your power, in fuch manner as he may ap- 
< ply to you. Withrefpect to Ramnarain, it 
<< may be neceffary to be fomewhat particular. 
t Colonel Coote is already direéted to affift the 
Nabob fo far as to fufpend him (Ramnaratin ) 
<< from his government until the acco! sare fet- 
<< tled, and to put the Nabob’s people in pofleffi- 
<< on cf all the revenues. This you will conform 
<< to, and let him be brought to an adjuftment of 
<< his accounts, by ituch meafures as the Nabob 
<< fhall think proper.” By this Ramnarain is ab- 
folutely left at the Nabob's mercy, and thrown 
out of that prorection, which he has hitherto alt 
along received from the Englifh, and the conti- 
nuation whereof he had an undoubted right to 
expect in virtue of our engagements, and in re- 
turn for the attachment he has ever fhewn us. 
The PreGident men ions indeed his having wrote 
to the Nabob in h« favour, which may fo far 
have an effeét, fs to prevent his daring directly 
to get him made away with; but he may eafily 
manage te behave to Ramnarain in fuch manner, 
as to caufe him to make away with uimfelf, which 
thofe of his caft have been frequently Known to cdo 
when they have happened to be difhonoured. Be 
this as it will, the Mharajah is frightened beyond 
all expreffion. Hie was with me the day before 
yefterday in the evening, and reprefented with 
tears in his eyes his furprize at finding him- 
felf abandoned by thofe, who had fo long 
fupported him. He declared, that as the Colonel 
was now gone. and I to follow him in a few days, 

he 
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he had no longer any refuge, and muft inevitably 
fall a facrifice to his enemies if he continued here, 
and therefore requefted, with extreme earnei{tnefs, 
thac I would let him quit the country, and have 
him fafely condudcted over the Soane. It is 
hard to pronounce of any other perfon’s intentions; 
but we may reafonably prefume the Nabob’s de- 
figns cannot be very good, when he endeavours 
to fecure the execution of them by the force of 
bribes. I can produce proofs of the offer he made 
me, provided I would let him act as he pleafed with 
regard to Ramnarain; and few people will doubt, 
that the notes, which Mr. Lufhington and I re- 
ceived from Rajebullub, and which I keep by me, 
were fent vy the Nabob’s approbation, if not by 
his immediate direction. I am alfo well affured, 
very large offers have been made to the Colonel 
for the fame ends, but he had too much virtue 
and honour to accept thein. 





Copy of the Prefident’s Minute of rhe 
twentteth of July 17061. 


HE Prefident obfe ve-, that as Major Car- 
nac has nothing to avu but to obey the or- 
ders of the Board, amd has no right to queftion 
or difpute upon them, his letter or the feventh in- 
{tant will requme no an{wer. 
It feems however, by the tenor of many of the 
Mirajor’s letters, and this in particular, that he thinks 
himíelf the higher power, and the Board accoun- 
table to him. Upon this principle, after quoting 
the former orders of the Select Committee in fa- 
vour of Ramnarain, he proceeds to demand, 
‘© Pray, how are thefe reconcileable to the inftruc- 
* tions addreffed the twenty-fixth of June to Mor. 
“© M'G wire.” 


F2. 




















Alstnough 
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Although the Board might dothemfelves juftice 
upon an officer who thus forgets the refpect due to 
them yet we chufe rather to refer it to the deter- 
mination of our honourable mafters, to whom it 
fhall at the fame time be made appear, that thofe 
orders in Ramnarain’s favour are now the ftrongeft 
judgments that can be produced againft him, as 
they are inconteftab}*« proofs of our defire to pro- 
tect him, although the engagements, which are fo 
much talked of, are no where to be met with. {tc 
fhall be proved alfo, that thofe who profefs the 
ecreateft friendfhip for Ramnarain, and who have 
permitted, if mot encouraged him in refufing or 
evading for five months together to render any ac- 





count of his adminiftration, are in effect his great- 


elít enemies, by putting it out of our power to pro- 
tect him longer in fo fhameful an injuftice, in 
which he has already been upheld until he had well 
near carried his point, that of bringing the Nabob 
to ruin by a difgraceful refidence at Patna, at an 
im moderate expence, without any income from the 
Province. “This, it is imagined, will hardly be 
faid to be the intent of the fuppofed engagements, 
and therefore if any have made Ramnarain believe 
the meaning, of them woukd fe fo far ftretched, it 
is they rr at are the cauie qf Is tears, and it is they 
that muit ‘nfwer for hs unhappy death, if he fhould 
deftroy hamnfelf as Major Carnac feems to appre- 
hend. tc is hawever more than probabla that he 
will net prove quite fo defperate, and that when he 
is Convinced he is not independent of the Souba of 
Moorfhedabad, he will do what he ought to have 
done five months ago, that is, render to the Na- 
bob an account of his adminiftration, and in fuch 
cafe he will be treated better than he pretends to 
expect, better a great deal than he deferves. 

Fie has yet hopes, that Major Carnac may keep 


the command of the army. A delay of twenty gaya; 
and 
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and Colonel Coote’s coming down to Calcutta, 
might produce freih orders. A man of Ramna- 
rain’s difpofition will conftrue fuch a poffibility in- 
to a certainty, and while he can hope for fuch a 
protector at the head of our army, he will conti- 
nue to think he hasaright to an unlimited protec- 
tion, and continue to evade rendering the Nabob 
any accounts. 

Major Carnac declares himfelf very freely on this 
occafion, and gives, at the fame time, a frefh in- 
itance of the refpeét he has for our authority. ‘his 
paflage of his letter of the feventeenth, is worthy 
the obfervation of the Board, as well as of our ho- 
nourable matters, who feldom write to their Pre- 
fident and Councils with fo great an air of fuperi- 
òrity. ‘< I efteem mytelf extremely happy in be- 
< ing removed from the ceniinand of the army, 
<c as I could not have fuffered it, whilft I was at the 
<< head thereof, to be employed on the purpofes 
<< for which I find it is intended, without a direct 
<< Breach of the declarations I have formerly made 
< to you in regard to Ramnarain.” 

If more inftances of alike nature are wanting, 
they may be teen in many of the Major’s letters, 
particularly in one tc the Select Committee dated 
the Gxteenth of June 7%1-- His own opi p0n and 
declarations fhall be the rulo of his acét ons, and 
fhati S:%erfede the orders of the Board. © our de- 
clarations had merited a imall part af his at ention, 
Ramnarain would not have been deceived is long. 
The repeated orders of the Seleét Committee fo 
obliging him to fettle accounts with the Nabob 
fhew, that it was never our intention to fcreen him 
from that juft demand; the firft of thofe orders 
was in a letter to the Major fo long ago as the 

It is true, we did not fix a day 
for Ramnarain’s rendering: his accounts, which is 


a proof of the regard the Board have fhziw.: him, 
a 
and 
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and of the moderation with which they have acted 
throughout the whole affair. 

Week after week we expectea to hear, that the 
accounts had been laid before the Nabob. Initead 
of thar, excufe came upon excufe. At length, on 
the feventeenth of May, we {ent the Colonel par- 
ticular directions in what manner to have the ac- 
counts fettled, that Ramnarain fhould be regarded 
as the deputy of the government of Moorfheba- 
dab, that he fhould give the Nabob a faithful ac- 
count of his out{tanding balances, and the Nabob 
fend his own people to collect them. Who would 
have imagined that after this, frefh evafions would 
be admitted for two months more, notwithftand- 
ing the Nabob’s entreaties and reprefentations of 
the ruin in which he muft foon be involved by his 
ufeleis expences. 

The PreGident wrote more than once to Ramna- 
rain, in confequence of the refolutions of the Se- 
fect Committee, that our protection would depend 
on his rendering a juft account to the Nabob; but 
he is lately advifed by Mr. M‘Gwire, that Ram- 
marain, inftead of collecting Ris revenues ina re- 
gular manner, has taken or ather accepted, from 
the Zemindars large fums:'! y way of prefents, 
which no -, being brous ht ta account, makes their 
balances : spear much larger thar they really are, 
and his cwn as much lefs. An unwillinc defs to 
confefs ı his fraudulent attempt feemsto +} = the true 
caufe of his feeking fo many fhifts and aa ani: 

Mauch more fhall be faid on this fubjeét hereaf- 
ter, inorder to prove to our honourable matters, 
that the refolutions lately taken by the Board (or as 
Major Carnac politely exprefies it, the buGnefs thar 
is likely to be carried on) were abfolutely neceflary 
for preferving the prefent tranquillity, tor main- 
taining the conftitution of the government of tnefe 


Proviac.s,; and fulfilling on our part the treaty fub- 
K fiitins 








te 
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fitting between the Company and the Nabob, as he 
has fo faithfully done on his. 


G,2.—Extracé of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Governor aud Council. 





Dated 29 July 176r. 


N tead of meeting your thanks, as I imagined, 

for the ereateft diligence with which I execu- 
ted your orders, I received to my great furprize a 
letter of cenfure from you, dated the fourteenth 
inftant ; but it gives me the lefs concern, as I per- 
ceive fo few have fubfcribed their affent thereto. 

I have nothing farther at prefent to obferve to 
you, but that you can never ablige a gentleman to 
do what he thinks unjuft or unreafonable, fo long 
as he has it in his option to quit the fervice, and itis 
a fortunate circumitance we have this in our power 
in a part of the world, where, by reafon of the 
extreme diftance from redrefs, we are expofed to 
fuch frequent ill treatment as I in particular have 
experienced, and from re other demerit that I am 
coi-{cious of, but b viag been impolite enough to 
declare my difappre ation of the late meafures. 
Yet inthis I am not agu.r, as I veri! believe, 
£ rhea whole Board could bes affembled (as in af- 
fairs ow fuch importance it feems abfoluwly requi- 
fite that shey fhould, or at leaft their op nions be 
colleéted) the half, if not the majority, wr mld be 
found cto concur with me in fentiment. 





















H 2. —Lxtract of Mr. Van Sittart’s Minute 
of the third of Augulit 1761. 


HE Prefident begs leave to obferve on read- 
ing Major Carnac’s letter, thar he had men- 
tioned to Mr. Ellis fome time ago, the bœ ficn- 


np 











Relative tothe Diffurbances in BENGAL. 1381 


ing, his diffent to any letter from the Board is nei- 
ther cuftomary nor proper, that the refolutions of 
the majority of the Board are to be deemed the 
refolutions of the Board, and to be figned as fuch 
by the whole Board; that any member who difieots 
from the opinion of the majority is to enter his 
diffent and his reafons upon the body of the con- 
fultations ; that the figning diffentsin the letters 
is improper, becaufe it makes known to the world 
the different opinions of the members, by which 
means it may be a caufe of promoting a mifun- 
der{tanding, and it alfo expofes the Board to re- 
marks, fuch as Major Carnac has not failed to take 
the occafion of making. 

The Prefident farther obferves, that he appre- 
hends Major Carnac has not confined his remarks 
on the opinions of the feveral members of the 
Board to his anfwers to our letters, but has made 
them known evento the Shah; and this he takes 
to be the reafon why the eight letters laid before 
the Board are addreffled, fome to the Council of 
Calcutta only, and othe, to the Gevernor and 
Council jointly. The King couid not have ad 
dreffled his letters thus fri im a y cuitom or princi- 
p= of his own, becaufe m.a ı parts of the Mogul 

mpire hey never knew e correfpond win but 
one chief and allotrxer forms of government they 
will rege a as a weal.inefs, of which they IÈ oaa- 
deavou to take advantage, as is the Sha}, s defign 
in tbe prefent cafe, and it is no doubs ın confor- 
mily to this íyítem of the country government, 
that the Company have made it a rule in all their 
fettlements, that the country correfpondence fhould 


= carried on through the channel of the Gevernor 
alone. 






















K 
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1,2. — Extraé of the Tranflatton of a Letter 
from Major Carnac fo the Kings 





H E, letters, which you fome time ago was 
pleafed to honour the Council with on cer- 
tain affairs, were not fent for want of a truity per- 
fon to be charged with them. On my arrival at 
Patna, I found Colonel Coote was preparing to fet 
out for Calcutta, I therefore delivered them. to 
him, who will carry them fafe to the Council, who 
will be greatly honoured by the receipt thereof. 
‘The Colonel will, with his whole heart and foul, 
exert all his power and influence that your royal 
orders may be complied with, and will fpeedily 
fend moft refpectful Arzees in anfwer thereto from 
the Council. Art this writing your fervant is pre- 
pune to fet out for Calcutta in a day or two, and | 

y the helpof Gop will, in conjunction with the 
Colonel, exert his urmoft to have every thing ac- 
complifhed agreeable to your Majefty’s orders. I 
will mot delay to acqua nt your Miajefty of what 
may be determined on 9xy the Colonel’s and my 
advice. 
































K,2 ——Extracéd ¿5 Mr Van Sittars Minute 
of the twenty—fecona pf Sept. 761. 


TH refpect to withdrawing Mair Carnac 

from the command of the army, mafons 
were given at the timethe refolutioms were taken, 
on the confultation of the twenty-ninth of June, 
and the fame reafons ftill fubfift, for Major Carnac 
declared, no longer ago than laft Thurfday, atthe 
Seleé&t Committee, that he would be the judge of 
what orders he might receive from the Board. Ihe 
Prefident obferves, that no í rvice can be carried 
on where there is more than one aut If an 
O:ITser 
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officer is to be judge of the orders he receives from 
the Board, the execution of thofe orders will de- 


pend on his judgment, and not on the judgment 
of the Board. 


K ,2.a. 





Copy of Majer Carnac’s Anfwer to 
the foregcing. 





HE Prefident has been pleafed to alledge, in 
juftification of his having recalled the Ma- 
jor from the command of the forces at Patna, the 
Miajor’s inveterate hatred againit the Nabob, and 
his declaration, that he would be the judge of the 
orders he received. For the anfwerto the firft, he 
refers to his letter, which he now delivers in; and 
with refpect to the other he begs leave to obferve, 
that he is truly concerned orders of fuch a nature 
have been given as to oblige him to make the like 
declaration, and to repeat now to the Board, that 
he had rather incur the charge of difobedience than 
comply withorders, the execution whereof would 
Bring difhonour upon the; Nation, and difgrace 
upon himfelf, andthe for ‘s under his command. 





















L,2.—kxtrac of a Confutte ‘ion of the twenry- 
fecond of wept: «761. 





HE wPrefident ays before the Boarc Mer. 
E) is’s infeructions as follows. 

Capta. ’arftairs, the commanding officer of 
tMe troops at .atna, is Ordered to aét under your 
directions. T he reafon for our keeping up fo con- 
fiderable a force there, is to bein readinefs to affift 
the Nabob, in reducing to obedience and good or- 
der any of the Zemindars of his dependance, that 
may give him caufe pf complaint by with-holding 
their rents  fomenting difturbance, or otherwife. 
Ou mable ».afters, fenfible of the impro- 


~ g priety 
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priety of protecting a fervant again{ft his mafter, 
and of the bad contequences that may refult there- 
from, have cautioned us very particularly on that 
fubjeét in their general letter. We think fuch their 
caution very judicious, and that nothing but jea- 
loufy and ill-will between the Naboband the Com- 
pany can be the confequence of our interfering in 
the fupport of any Zemindar, or other perfon 
holding office, grant, or authority under the go- 
vernment. It is exprefly contrary to our engage- 
ments with the Nahob, and hbefides muft end in 
the ruin of the perfon fo protected, who prefum- 
ing om our interpofition throws off his refpeét for 
his mafter, and confequently fhuts up all the ways 
of accommodation. Every one that has been ad- 
mitted under fuch protection, from the beginning 
of Jaffer Aly Cawn’s government, may be quoted 
as an inftance of the truth of this obfervation. We 
Injoin you therefore not to interfere, directly or in- 
Girectly,in any of the affairs of the country govern- 
ment, or the people belonging to it; but when 
the Nabob applies to u for the affiftance of any 
our forces to E to any part of the coun- 
try under his jurifa ¢t.-a for the execution of any 
ferv ce, you are to ‘ake the opinion of ste officer 
com nanding our troops, v hether the ` »rce under 
nimand if fuficient fc the execu':on of the 
fervice propofed, or what part of it is re yuifite to 
be fent. If he judges this force fufficiem you are 
to direct him to proceed, and do bis utmodft for 
the execution of the faid fervice; and if the whole 
force is not neceflary, to fend fuch a detachment 
as he judges fufficient. But if the commanding 
officer fhall give his opinion, that the force under 
his command is not fufficient for the execution of 
the propofed fervice, then you are to tranfmit to 
us the moft fpeedy intelligenge th ay fend 
you a reinforcement. Afterathe Nabo 
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ture from Patna you are to give the fame amit- 
ance to the Naib or deputy he may leave there for. 
the management of the affairs of his government. 
Some of the Board were of opinion, that Mr. 
Ellis fhould have the power to judge of the na- 
ture of the fervices, on which the Nabob might 
requeít the Englifh troops to be employed, and, in 
confequence of that judgment, to comply with his 
requeft or not, upon which the queftion being put. 
Mr. Haftings thinks he fhould not have the 
power, but reprefent to the Council, if he thinks 
the Nabob requires our troops upon any fervice 
hurtful to the Englifh character, as he has no con- 
ception of any fuch fervice. 
Mr. Smith is of the fame opinion. 
Major Carnac thinks, that Mr. Ellis fhould be 
a judge of the nature of the fervice, as wellas the 
fufficiency or infufficiency of the force required for 
that fervice. 
Mr. Amyatt thinks, that the putting our Chief 
at Patna with the troops committed to his charge 
under the orders of the. Nabob is difhonourable to 
our matters, an indign. y to the Board, and an 
unprecedented cafe u il he chieffhip of Mr. 
M+*Gwire, when Mr. A y «diffented to it im the 
procé dings of the Sele f£ © ommittee of the eigh- 
teenth F June. “f ne p wer of calling ror our 
forces -arenever ar 1 for what fervices he nlecfec_ 
withe ıt the chief 5 being allowed tojuc se of the 
uatu’ of thofe fervices,may be attenced with fuch 
fatal cona. quences, that it would be the height of 
imprudence to entruft any Nabob with it, efpeci- 
cially one, who we have too much reafon to fuf- 
eét, would be glad of an opportunity to make an 
ill ufe thereof in order to throw an odium upon us. 
Mr. Amyatt cannot therefore fubfcribe to the 
inftruéctions now before the Board, while they 
cor articl of fuch dangerous tendency. 
n g Colanedl 
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Colonel Coote is of the fame opinion with Mr. 
Amyatt. 

The Prefident approves of the orders as they - 
now ftand, being in his opinion beft caculated to 
prevent difputes, and moft agreeable to our ho- 
nourable matters intentions. 

Mr. Ellis arrived at Patna about the middle of 
November, juft after the Nabob had marched 
from thence for the Bougepoor country. 


M,2. 














A Letter from Captain Carftairs fe 
the Nabob. 





Dated 31 Jan. 1762. 


Hiave. received a letter from Mr. Ellis the 
Chief of the Factory at Patna to this pur- 
port: ** That one Munferam Hircarah,in the Per- 
< gunne of Arra,has ftopped fome opium belong- 
«< ing to Mr. Hay, norwithf{tanding there was & 
s Duftuck with it, and will not let it país ; that 
<- I mutt therefore take him prifoner, and freein 
c the opium from his has 4s difpatch it forwards.” 
..eparding your Excellenc ’s favours, I have judg- 
ed not proper to im»>rif 1 Munferam, but fub- 
mit ths matter to yotr xcellency, and requeft, 
that yo will write arceprimend to the faic iMun- 
feram, nd command him to ~eleafe the opium. 
riceqer @ a fpeedy anfwer to t is addreis, that If 
may write sccordingly to Mr. Ellis. 


IN Ss 



























From the Wabob zo Mr. Elis. 
Dated 22 Jan. 1762. 








OME time ago you wrote to me concerning 

the ill behaviour of the officers of Purnea. 
At this time, Iam informed tọy a letter from 
Meer Sheer Aly Cawn, the Nar» of of 
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great acts of opprefilion committed by Mr. George 
Gray, Chief of the Faétory at Molda, of his feiz- 
ing and imprifoning the Pifhcar of Heeramun, the 
Zemindar and Wadadar of Taajepoor, and fend- 
ing Seapoys and Europeans to purchafe grain, and 
ereét new Faéctories in every diftrict of Purnea. A 
copy of this letter, with a letter written by that 
sentleman to Sheer Aly Cawn, I fend you inclo- 
ed, that you may be informed of the particulars. 
Since the ties of friendfhip and alliance have been 
e{ftablifhed between me and the Enghfh Company, 
and our intereits in this country are united, if you 
imprifon my people in this manner to the ruin of 
my lands, and the impoverifhing of my revenues, 
fuch a proceeding is very foreign from the friend- 
fhip and good underftanding, which fhould fubGift 
between us. I defire, that you will take this af- 
fair into confideration, and regarding our feveral 
concerns as united, direét me how I am to aéct, and 
it fhall be done accordingly. When you have read 
Mr. Gray’s letter pleafe to return it. 


O,2. Copy off M ENlis’s Anfwer fo 


above. 


























Dated 4 Feb. 





OJR Excell ncy’s letter, inclofing 

ar Mr. Geosgze Gray, and te cop or one 
from Veer Sheer Aly Cawn, I have read with 
Brea  ‘-afure, and have underftood all the parti- 
culars. I aave before this repeatedly reprefented 
to you the complaints which have been made to me 
again{ft the Zemindars o. Purnea. Now Mr. 
Gray’s letter has clearly proved the infolence of 
the Zemindars, and the juftice of my complaints, 
It is fact, that the infolence of the Zemindars and 
officers in every quarter exceeds all bounds, and thart 
the anys Cufinefs has been entirely obfitruct- 
ed 
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ed and ruined. It appears from Mr. Gray, that 
he complaine:t to Sheer Aly Cawn twice or thrice 
againít the Zemindars, but receiving no anfwer 
nor redrefs, he was uncer the necefflity of taking 
fuch racafures. At this time, a perfon in the di- 
ftricts of *Torgheer having feized fome falt-petre 
ofthe Cormpany’s, I have taken him prifoner, and 
fent him to Calcutta. .... Of tias I inform your 
Excellency. .... Having learnt the contents of 
Mr. Gray’s letter, according to your orders I fend 
it back inclofed. 

















P,2.— From the Nabob zo Mr. Elhs.* 


OUR letter I have received. You write, 
chat ** the Company’s Gomaftahs have the 
free libercy of trading c.ery where; that it is 
needlefs to «enumerate partiviiiars, that you de- 
fire me to write a Perwana to heer Aly Cawn, 
to forbid his officers to ftop ary goods of the 
< Gomattahs in Purnea.” 
I have juft received intelligence, that you have 
Sent a large force, and c: ried off a colleétor of 
the sovernment whe was at Punohmahla in the 
diftri.‘s of Monghece f that perfon had com- 
mitted any fault, it wou d, have been proper to 
have in ormed me of ix: Sift.ce my interefts and 
the Ber oany’s Tre unitedis it ill became you to 
feize an oficer of my government, who wis en- 
trufted with affairs of great confequence. a p brer 



























to defire a letter to Sha::. Aly Cawn. Since my 
fervants are fubjected tə fuch infults, my writing 


can be of no ufe, yon. are the mafter. Send for 
any 





of my officers, Memindars, Tahfeeldars, or 
Fougeders, where, and whomfoever you pleafe. 
ow 











* N. B. The date of this letter dot: not app wt if 
muft have been about the fourth or-.fift}] of Februa 
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HEiow nuch my government and authority are 
weakened by thefe proceedings I cannot defcribe. 











Q ,2.—Exrracé of a Letter from the Nabob to 
the Frefident. 


Received 10 Feb. 1762. 





T this time Mr. Ellis, the Chief at Patna, 

writes, that the Purnea and other Fouge- 
dars moleft the Company’s bufinefs. I have there- 
fore wrote exprefly to the Purnea Fougedar, &c. 
not to interrupt the Company’strade, but always 
to affift them. I before wrote to the Bengal Fou- 
gedars and others not to impede the Company’s 
bufinefs in any refpect, and to advife you of any 
thing that came before them. I am ata great dif- 
tance; therefore fhould any thing happen, write 
to the Fougedars and others, and they will aét as 


fhall moft tend to benefit the Company’s trade and 
the bufinefs of my Subadarry. 





R,2.— Extraé of ™= Paper of News fent to 
Nabob from P*tna. 


Dated 4 Feb, 1962. 





OUR gurri sk-fore night, two or three com- 

l panies of eapoys and European: with their 
aggage pafied oy land throug the I cila by the 
eattern gave. Gop Khows what isthe defign, and 
w....er they are goins;. In confequence thereof 
Sedderain the Dewa.icf Goorgheen Cawn, (Coja 
Gregore) came to the Mbharajah, and they have 
been fitting together fo~ two hours in clofe debate 
upon this matter. “The'Mharajah has {ftriétly en>- 
joined Laal... . and Rambukth and the other Ha- 
zarees and the Telingas (Seapoys) of Goorgheen 
Cawn. nor ta admyjt any European or Englifh Sea- 


poy 
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poy within the city, but to be on.their guard. 
Conformably tothe orders of the Mbharajah alt 
the Efazarees and the Seapoys of Goorzheen Cawn 
are on their guard. 


S,2.—Tranflation cf a Letter from Raja Raje- 


bullub zo the Nabob. 
Hujan Sing, the Naib at Mongheer, has wrote 
S to Seedaram, the Naib of Coja Gurgheen, that 
fome time ago the Seapoys furrounded the Fort, 
but not fucceeding,they went to two gardens which 
are near the Fort to the northward and fouthward, 
and from thence to Seetacoon (which is fituated 
near the river) where they yet remain, Shujan Sing 
reprefented to them, that there were no Europeans 
in the Fort, and carried two of their own people 
into it, and fhewed them every place about it, and 
though no Europeans were to be found, they were 
not fatished, but wanted te fend two fergeants ; 
kus Shujan Sing, apprehend ng they might have 
fome ew, would not perme the fergeants to en- 
ter the Fort. On this acccwnt I fent to Mr. Ellis, 
through whe means of Golau n Mahomed Cawn to 
naw wiy they acted in«a1s tiiproper manner; 
awd thae aufeveral mmes be was ifpatching many 
Europeans and Seapoys fronv Patna towards Mong- 
heer Fort, on which acccoemr the inhabitant: 
much terrified, and had reingiway, that thoie who 
lived round Mongheer were diweve to great diftrefs, 
and the Zemindars feeing all this, were dilatory 
in paying the revenues, aud defiring ro know what 
were his intentions; that it was better for him to 
recall his people ; and if after enquiry the Euro- 
peans fhould be in rhe Fort, I wmuld get them, 
and deliver them up. Mr. Ellis anfweitq oan 


Received in Confultation, 22 Feb. 1762. 



































Relative tothe DifiurLances in BENGAL. rat 


Ilys “© ?Till the fergeants æo into the Fore I will 
“< mot recall the men.” I apprehend, he will 
fhortly tend more people. This I have reprefent- 
ed for your information. 


T,2.—Copy cf a Letter from Mharajah Raje- 
bullub zo zbe Nabob. 
Dated 26 March 1762. 


so Excellency’s Perwana fignifying, that 
formerly Mr. Ellis wrote, and now Mr. Van 
Sittart has written allo, that when the Companv wif 
Seapoys went towards Moongheer, I save a istts 
im” the name of Shujan Sine, the Naib cf i3 
place, for the fearch and examination of tne fai 
Fort; that your Excellency is amazed at this iv 
formation 3; that I never gave you the leaft notice 

of this affair ; and that I fhould inform you fully 

of the truth of this matter; I have received with 

pleafure. 

I know not in truth any thing of this affair, nei- 
ther did any perfon ever demand, or I write fuch-a™ 
letter. Had any fuch demand been made. what 
could have induced ine to have given fuck a let- 
ter? Or had there bee an abfolute necrffity for 
one, I fhould firft hæve acquainted yor with the 
particulars, and aitec your orders upon them. 
This affair is urt-rly falf> and urerue. 














,* ` t- 
1 dua Pt 





Tranflation cf a Letter from Mhara- 
jah Rajebulluls z? zbe Nabob. 


V, 


O-day a man moun-ed on a horfe belonging 

to Mr. Ellis, Chier of the Englifh Factory, 
was pafling by the eaftern gate into the Kella. A 
Coffree, who commanded the Telingas and Gar- 
dees belonging "o Goorgheen Cawn, and who had 


the core~mand of the gate, afked the cea apna 
whom 
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wham the horfe belonged to? The man refufed 
to tell him the owner’s name, and gave him ill 
lan e. Upon this provecation, the Coffree 
took hold of the horfe’s bridle, and ftopped him. 
The horfeman drew his dagger upon him, which 
the Coffree feized, and took from him. The horfe- 
man went to Mr. Ellis, who fent fome Telingas to 
feize and carry the Coffree before him. On intel- 
ligence of this, I called the Seapoys of the Facto- 
ry and the Coffree before me, and enquired into the 
affair in prefence of the Hircara of the Factory. It 
appeared, that the fact was as I have related it. 
Afterwards {peaking kindly to them, and giving 
them Betel, I difmiffied them. They took their 
leave of me, but did not goto the Faétory, and 
not being able to fit at the gate, fax Seapoys íta- 
tioned themfelves in a fhop of the Bazar, in the 
paflage which leads to my houfe, demanding, the 
Coffree, with fome gold Mohurs which were plun- 
dered. I {fent Golaum Mahmud Cawn to the 
Chief, to expoftulate with him for making fuch 
trifles a matter of debate, and to defire him to re- 
call the Seapoys. Ete would by no means con- 
feni, but replied in anger, ‘* *T ill the Coffree is 
< brought into my prefence, I will never recall 
«<< the Seapoys.””? Since imrhis manner the affairs 
of the ga d>vernment fuffemendi&nity, and Iam not 
exipowered ta d» any Hing without your com- 
mands, I requeft you wil tpeediuy fayour me with 
your orders upon this affair that I may act-ac- 
cordingly. 


W 2 

















































Tranflationtof a Letter fron Mha- 
rajah Rajebullkub so rhe Nabob. 











HE fubitance of a quarrel, which happen- 
ed between Mr. Ellis’s people, and the Cof- 
frees belonging to Goorgheen Cawn, and of. _ 
Ts 
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Gx Telingas being ftationed at a {hop in the Bazar 
in the way to my houfe, I have before reprefent- 
ed in an addrefs to your Excellency, which you 
will have received. 

= Several times, both yefterday and to-day, a per- 
fon came from the Faétory to demand the Coffree. 
By the means of Meer Abdroolla and Golaum 
Mahmud Cawn, who tormerly pafied and repafied 
into the Factory on bufinefs, I returned a fuita- 
ble anfwer. At length, the Chief declared, that 
if the Coffree was not fent it would be treating 
him with contempt, and if he was fent for one 
inftant only, he fhould be immediately difmuified. 
To day therefore the Coffree was fent: the Chief, 
enquiring the occafion of the difference, told him, 
he forgave him his offence, and at the fame time 
difmified him, and wichdrawing the Seapoys call- 
ed them home. At pretfent there are no Seapoys 
at the place. 


X2. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis fo 


the Governor aznd Council. 


ated 26 Jan. 1762. 



































ROM the late frranent interruptions given 
l to our bufinefs, IL arr. neceffitated to acquaint 
you of the gener? difre gard fhewr to the Englifh 
Duftuck threughout the country, bur more parti- 
cularly fo in thofe parts where the Armenians have 
any influence. 
In purfuance of our honourable matters orders 
by Lord Mansfield, a quantity of Tturmerick was 
purchafed near Mow, which when ready I fent a 
Duftuck for, but to little purpofe ; for Coja An- 
coon (the prifoner fent ro Calcutta) declared it of 
no effe, and had the infolence to give one him- 
felf under the feal of one Coja Gregory, alias 
Goorgheen 
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Goorgheen Cawn, an Armenian, which I have 
now the honour to inclofe you. Upon my aiking 
him how he dared to give a Duftuck for the Com- 
pany’s goods ? He replied, * To prevent their be- 
< ing ftopped, which mine would not have done, 
<< becaufe we are not fuffiiciently known.” - 

I have frequently complained to the Nabob of 

thefe infolencies, and have conftantly received e- 
vafive and diffatisfactory anfwers. Once indeed, 
on a reprefentation made him, at the inftance of 
Mr. George Gray, he fent me a letter for Meer 
Sheer Aly, the Purnea Naib, which he informed 
me, was an order to give every affiftance to the 
gentlemen refiding at Malda, but | find it proved 
of no effeét, as, I fuppofe, Mr. Gray has already 
acquainted you. 
r. Hewitt has had two boats with a Duftuck 
{topped in thePurnea country for near three months, 
and there are many more on different: parts of the 
river in the fame fituation. ...- This difregard of 
the Duftuck may be attended with the worft con- 
fequences to the Company’s bufinefs, as well as 
private merchants. I therefore fubmit it to your 
determination, whether (fince the Nabob feems 
to allow of it) it would be moft eligible for us to 
punith {severely any who may impede the carriage 
of merchandize Faving an Ens‘ lifh Duftuck. 


12: —Extract of a Letter from the Chief 
and Council of Patna (Mef: Ellis, Luth- 
ington, and Hewitt) to the Governor and 
Council. 

































a8 Jan- £762. 


OME days ago Mr. Smith, being at Mow, 
informed the Chief from thence of one Coja 
Antoon, an Armenian, having feized five maunds 


ef faltpetre, and fent it to Miongheer's in confe- 
quence 
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quence of which a party of Seapoys was detach- 
ed co bring the Armenian pritoner to this Factory. 
On being, examined, he acknowledged the fact, as 
lakewife the inclofed letter, in anfwer to one which 
our Gomoftah wrote to him on the fubjeét. 

Having not the leaft profpect of any redrefs 
from the Nabob, for this contempt of the Per- 
wana, we have thought proper to fend the Arme- 
nian under a guard to Calcutta, not doubting but 
that you will caufe fuch a punifhment to be indfict- 
ed on him, as may deter others from the like prac- 
tices in future. 














Y,2.a.+—— Extract of a Contultation of rhe 
eleventh of Feb. 1762. (Prefent. Mef: Van 
Sittart, Amyatt, Jehni{tone awd Hay) 


OJA Antoon, an Armenian, born,at Delly; 
refiding at Mulky, on behalf of Saidaram, 
the Naib of Coja Gregory (who rents éight gants 
in that part of the country) having been feized, 
and fent down by the Chief and Council act 
Patna, for having prefumed to give a Duftuck 
for goods belonging, to the Conrpany, which had 
before their own proper Duftuck, likewife for tak- 
ing from the Company’s Nun eas five maunds of 
petre, being brought before the Bo rd. was fhewn 
the Duftuck which gave with the goods, and 
the letter he wroce to our Gomattah regarding the 
fave maunds of petre, arid afked, whether he wrote 
them, and what were his reafons for fo doing. 
Coja Antoon acknowledges the Duftuck and 
letter to have been wrote by him, and declares, 
that he did not tear or take away the Coinpany’s 
Duftuck, but only took a copy of it, and return- 
Ed it with a Duftuck under the feal of Saideram, 
to enable the goods to pafs the gaunts belonging 
to Saideram ; thatit was always the cuftom to do 


fo, 
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fo, and that he did the fame with the Nabob’s. 
With regard to the petre, he fays, a Noonea, be- 
longing tothe Sircar, came from the oppofite fide 
of the river, in order to purchafe ten rupees worth 
of petre; that he thereupon fent for one of the 
Company’s Nooneas, and defired him to let the 
other have the petre, to which he readily confent- 
ed; that as foon as the petre was obtained, he fent 
the Noonea, belonging to the Sircar, with the 
falt-petre acrofs the river, accompanied by one of 
his own fervants to prevent his being ftopped. 
The Board being of opinion, that upon the 
whole Coja Antoon has taken upon himfelf an 
authority, which he has no right to, and it being 
requifite that he be made an example of to pre- 
vent others from the like punactices in future, but 
as he is a fervant of the government’s, it properly 
belonging to the Nabob to chaftize him 5; 
Agreed, he be fent back to Patna under a 
guard, and thatthe gentlemen there deliver him 
to the Nabob with a letter, which the Prefident 
is defired to write to him, infifting upon his pu- 
nifhing Coja Antoon in a public manner, to pre- 
vent others from carrying the petre out of the 
country, and calling our Duftucks in queftion, 
and we defire the ge tlemen at Patna to inform 
us particularly, what punifhment he inflicts upon 


him. 
42s Extract of a Letter from Mr. Eilis 
to the Governor and Council. 

Dated 13 Feb. 1762. 


Company of Seapoys was detached down the 
river in queft of deferters, of which I ap- 


prized Rajebullub, and defired an order for the 


fergeant of the party to be permitted to a — 
O 
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Fort of Mongheer. ‘This he affured me was fenet 
down, burt the fergeant, on his arrival near Mong- 
heer, having difpatched a meffenger to defire ad- 
mittance, received an anfwer from one Shujan Sing 
(Coja Gregory’s deputy) that if he did not keep 
out of the reach of his guns he would fire on 
him, and at the fame time he potted all his peo- 
ple round the walls, upon which the fergeanr, who 
had pofitive orders to give no offence to any per- 
fon whatfoever, went about two cofs off, where 
he remains with his party in the utmoft diftrefs for 
provifions, Shujan Sing having forbid any to be 
fold them. I have not yet ordered them back, be- 
caufe there is certain advice of four of our defer- 
ters being concealed in Moongheer Fort. ‘This, 
ahora is another initance of Armenian info- 
ence. 

















Big Tranflation of a Letter from the Na- 
bob fo zbe Governor. 


Confultation, 22 Feb. 1762. 


a HIS day, which is the nineteenth of the 
month Rajub, I have heard by aletter from 
Shujan Sing, Naib of the For of Mongheer, and 
from the advices of my Hircura, hat two or three 
companies of Seapoys were tent out by Mr. Ellis, 
the Chief of the f’aétory at Patna, on the report 
of fome foldiers who had deferted from the Fac- 
tory to the weft of Patna, who, accordingly ar- 
riving on a fudden near the Fort of Mongheer, 
marched againftit, but finding the gates fhut they 
furrounded the Fort. The Naib of the place fa- 
Mene all the gates, and fat within in fear of his 
mre and honour. I am ignorant what provocation 
has induced that gentleman to fend Seapoys toat- 
tack the Fort of Mongheer. I have ever regarded 

L, 2 the 
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the folemn and facred obligations of the treaty 
which fubfifts between us, and have in no inftance 
failed in any of the duties of friendfhip. Büt why 
you, gentlemen, in defiance of the treaty, fhould 
thus commit hoftilities againit my Forts and my 
fervants, I cannot conceive. Depending on your 
juftice, and the inclination which you have fhewn 
to befriend me in all my affairs in conformity with 
the treaty ; ** I have wrote you of this affair, and 
<< fend you the advices abovementioned for your 
«<< information. I am here taking fuch meafures 
for regulating the concerns of this quarter as 
you might approve of, and have ftationed men 
in the Forts and Tannauts.”? If this is contra- 
ry to your inclination intimate it to me that they 
may be recalled. What neceffity was there to fend 
an armed force againft n:y people ? Whatever you 
judge advifeable and proper on this occafion do 
you determine, and inform me, that I, who re- 
gard your fatisfaction beyond every other confide- 
ration, may act agreeably thereto. ‘Ihe difgrace 


which my authority has fuffered is beyond de- 
{cription. 


x48 

























P. S. Mr. Ellis having wrote to me, and re- 
guefted a Perwana to Sheer Aly Cawn not to {top 
any goods, I have at this time received advice, 
that, for a tritiing caufe, thar gentleman has dif- . 
graced and carried away Coja Antoon, the Aumil 
of Punohmala Purgunna, in the jurifdiction of 
Mongheer, a prifoner to the Factory. The an- 
{wer which, on this occafion, I wrote to him, I 
fend you inclofed, and defire you will read it. 








4A,3.a.—Tranflation 
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A,3-a.- Tranflation of a Letter from Raje- 
bullub zo the Nabob. 





H I S day, being Sunday the twenty-feventh 
of the month, Jemmady-ulfany at noon, 

Bya Seddaram the Pifhcar of Coja Goorgheen -/ 
Cawn came, and acquainted me, that Coja An- 
toon, an Armenian, wko is one of his tGoor- 
gheen Cawn’s) kinfmen, and appointed by him 
to the charge of the affairs of Punohmala, We. 
in the diftricts of Mongheer, was feized and car- 
ried away by about four hundred Europeans and 
Seapoys in the Englifh fervice, who were difpatch- 
ed to that place. The affair is this. It was re- 
ported, that he had bought a {mall quantity of 
falt-petre, which he was accufed of having plun- 
dered from the Factory. I was going to fend Go- 
lam Mahmud Cawn to enquire into this affair, 
when Bya Seddaram again fent me word, that 
thay had brought Coja Antoon to the Factory. 
Accordingly I {ent Golam Mahmud Cawn to Mr. 
Ellis, the Chief of the Factory, to reprefent to 
him, that Coja Antoon was aman of credit, and 
entrufted with affairs of great confequence under 
the government, and that to creat. him in fo vio- 
lent a manner wasimproper, that if he would fend 
him to me (which w is proper) I would examine 
him. But this he would by no means confent to, 
bnt replied, that that man had done great preju- 
dice to the bufinefs of the Factory, and that he 
would put him in irons, and fend him to Calcut- 
ta. I again fent word, that he ought to fend the 
faid Coja to me, and if Mr. Ellis had any claim 
mpoa him, it fhould be debated before him. He 
anfwered, ‘** I will neither releafe him nor fend 
<‘: him to you, but he fhall not be ill treated.” E 
ia 3 have 
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have wrote this for your information, and wait 
your orders regarding this affair. 





A,3-b.— Copy of a Letter from Shujan Sing 


zo Dewan Saddaram. 


HIS day, being the thirteenth of the month 
Rejub, in the afternoon, a company of En- 
elifh tréops arrived, and encamped firft at Sufħ- 
abad. About two hours afterwards leaving Suffi- 
abad they entered Mongheer by the road of the 
Bozar, and paffing near the eaftern gate came at 
once into the garden, which is a gun-fhot to 
the north of the Fort, in a treacherous and de- 
figning manner, and there pitched the tents. As 
I was upon my guard inetke Fort, they could not 
furprize it, but went into the garden, and placed 
guards around the Fort. ‘Their defign is certain- 
ly to deal treacheroufly by us, though what their 
motives are cannot be known, nor have they de- 
clared themfelves. As their force is fmall, they 
have wrote to their Chief, that the Fort is fo well 
fecured that they cannot attack it, but if a rein- 
forcement be fent them they will ftorm it. For this 
reafon qJ wrote to you to acquaint you, that there 
is no danger from one or two companies, but if 
the Chief of the Factory at Patna fhould fend a 
large force to their aflifitance, it will not be in my 
power to oppofe them. We are but one hundred 
new-raifed Burkundaffes with the’ Seapoys and 
Peons, which belong to the garrifon, and are rea- 
dy to facrifice ourfelves to the fervice of our ma- 
fter. As you are in the place of my commander, 
I requeft you will difpatch two or three hundred 
good men fpeedily by water to my affiftance 
fhall do my duty, but you know that I have bur 
a few men with me; and I before reprefented this 
to 

































to you. 
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I requeft a fpeedy anfwer, and a fupply 


of three or four hundred bullets and forme lead. 


If the latter arrives, 


I can make bullets. What 


happens hereafter, I will advife you of. 


A,3-c-—Tranflation of a Letter from the Na- 


bob fo rhe Governor. 


Dated 26 March 1 762. 


OUR friendly letter, dated the feventeenth 


at the news of your welfare, 


ee 
& © 
ES 


of Shabaun, I have received, and I rejoice 
you write, that 
Mr. Ellis applied to Mbharajah Rajebullub, as 
Naib of Azimabad, and obtained from him a 
letter to Shujan Sing, the Kelladar of Mong- 
heer, which he fent him, and that the Mhara- 
jah, knowing himfelf to be Naib, wrote a letter 
and gave it; that the Kelladar would not fuffer 
the fergeant to go intothe Fort to look for the 
foldiers, and made a difturbance for a trifling 
affair; that I fhould write a Perwana to the 
faid Kelladar, and order him to fuffer the Fort 
to be fearched for the foldie:is, and that he be 
punifhed in cafe they be found there.” 

Whatever you write is proper; yet from my 











Ar ft acceffion tothe government, I have perceived 
that many Englifh.gentl:men were ifl affected to 


me, and that “the country was 
hands. 


tlemen I know not, you may. 


not in my own 
The caufe of the difaffeétion of rhofe gen- 
The caufe of the 





country’s not being in my own hands is this, that 
fr--sn the Factory of Calcutta to Coffimbazar, Pat- 


3): 
e 


and Dacca, all the Englifh Chiefs with their 
ñaftahs, officers, and agents in every diítrićt 


OF cne government act as colleétors, renters, Ze- 


mindars, 


and ‘TIaalucdars, and fetting up the 





Company’s colours allow no power to my officers. 





To And 
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And befides this, the Gomaftahs and other fervants 
in every diftriét, in every Gunge, Pergunna and 
village, carry an a trade in oil, fifh, ftraw, bam- 
boos, rice, paddy, betel-nut, and other things + 
and every man, with a Company’s Duftuck in his 
hand, regards himfelf as not lefs than the Com- 
pany. In this cafe, I never can have any autho- 
rity as long as I live. Weverthelefs, I believed, 
and affured myfelf, that you would not liften ta 
what flanderers might fay of my proceedings, and 
that whenever I wrote to you about the opprefii- 
ons of the Gomaitahs, you would punifh and keep 
them in bounds. But now, from the letters which 
I have twice received from you, it is evident, that 
whatever I write, you regard as a falfhood,:and 
that whatever thofe gentlemen write, with a view 
of vilifyinge me, and rendering me contemptible, 
that you give credit to. I have no remedy. 
Rajebullub as Naib might have written, and gi- 
ven a letter about fuch an affair, when I was not 
within two or three days journey of Patna. But 
whilftt Iam at hand, what authority has he to 
proceed in fuch an affair without my knowledge. 
"Therefore he ftrongly denies, that he wrote fuch 
a letter, as you muft have known before this from 
his letter which I fent you. ‘This circumftance 
ought to be enquired into; becaufe if he did 
write, and give {fuch a letter, and then denied it 
to me, it is certain, that he had a defign to di- 
{turb the friendfhip between us and in that cafe 
I will punifh him as he deferves, as a warning to‘ 
other incendiaries. : 
Flow could Shujan Sing give liberty to any one 
to enter the Fort? There is a great difference be- 
tween fending a company and a fingle fergeanr- 
Since, from the union between us, I look upon 
the Company’s forces as my own, and their Forts 
and mine as the fame =; in this bufinefs one note or 
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one fergeant would have been fufficient. What oc- 
cafion was there for fending a company? I myfelf 
have never entertained an European in the Fort, 
and what power has Shujan Sing to entertain any 
without my knowledge? What fervice could my 
affairs reap from four or five Europeans, or what 
important employment could I give them, that I 
fhould offend my friends for fo trifling an occa- 
ion? And fince I well know, and you yourfel€ 
are fenfible, that if I fhould apply to you for two 
er four hundred Europeans, you would inmedi- 
ately grant them, why fhould I entertain four or 
fave in fecret? ..... And what is Shujan Sing’s 
fault. I have not allowed enterance into the Forr. 
‘The reafon is, that Mr. Ellis commits open acts 
of hoftility againff me, raifes calumnies againit 
me, correfponds with my enemies, and inftead of 
a fingle letter fends two hundred Seapoys; and alł 
that he has written to you is utterly falfe. Ihave 
made a ftriét enquiry, and am certain, that there 
is not an Englifh deferter in the Fort of Mong- 
heer. Till you, and the gentlemen of the Coun- 
cil, do me juftice in this affair, and fend me fome 
perfon from Calcutta to enqurre into it, and bring 
the flanderer to fhame, I will upon no account, 
permit the Fort to be feaithed. That gentleman 
has invented this falfe charge again{ft me to-day, 
and you, upon hjs information, without any en- 
quiry, order me-to Jet the Fart be fearched. An- 
other day, if he writes, that a dependant of your's 
er European is concealed in my tent, or my houle, 
and that I am an enemy of the Company’s, you 
will believe. him, miftruft me, and order me to 
fuffer a fearch to be made there likewife. 
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A,3-.ad.—Extracé of a Letter from the Na- 


bob zo rhe Gevernor. 
Dated 24 May 1762- 


OU write me, that ‘* to carry on fo long a 

<< correfpondence in fo trifling an affair, 
which is nothing more than whether fearch fhall 
<< be made for fome European deferters, from 
< hence you perceive, it is the intention of fome 
defigning perfons to breed a diffention between 
me and the Company : that if Shujan Sing had 
‘© permitted the fergeant to go into the Fort, and 
<< Jook for the deferters, there would have been 
an end of the difpute: that I fhould believe 
you firm to the treaty and gvur engagements, 
nor hearken to the fuggeftions of defigning 
<€ perfons, but remove them from me.” 

Though I have ever continued firm to the treaty 
and to my engagements, though I have maintained 
my faith to you inviolable, with my heart and foul, 
and am refolved, whilft I live, to perfevere in the 
duties #f friendfhip; yet Mr. Ellis, from his inve- 
terate enmity againn me, invents falfhoods, and 
writes them to you. Ic grieves me, that you 
fhould pay fuch regard to what he writes, con- 
clude every thing that I write to be falfe, and {till 
tell me to let the Fort be icarched, and treat this 
affair, which is the greateft mark-of indignity and 
diftruft, as a trifle. 

It is amazing, that you have not difcovered who 
is the defigning perfon between you and me. Ihave 
no defigning perfon about me. If upon enguir ya 
any fuch be difcovered, I will punifh him as he 
deferves. If I write, that fuch a perfon in your 
fociety is the defigning man, you will not believe 
me. - Before this, I fent you inclofed a letter of 


the Nabob Salar Jung’s Naib of the Vizer. From 
l ther 
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thence you mypit have feen what perfon is an ene- 
my to my country andlife. You are my protec- 
tor; and your Chief, fitting at Patna, writes let- 
ters in enmity to me to the Court, and proclaims 
with a loud voice, in public company, that ‘* I 
< am going to the South, and that he will fend 
<£ two thoufand Europeans who fhall level the 
< Fort of Mongheer with the earth; that his 
«e Majefty is about to reftore the Nabob Jaffier 
«& Aly Cawn, or the family of Surfray Cawn, 
«e that he has written letters to the Company, and 
<© it will be feen what anfwer will arrive.” .... 
How long fhall I write on thefe matters, or what 
profit do I get by writing ? 




















AAS; Extrratt of a Letter from Lieute- 
zant Ironfide zo rhe Governor. 





Dated 27 April 1762. 


ARL Y this morning,.Mr. Haftings arrived 

at Mongheer. About a mile and an half 
from the town, he found a party of Sur’s en- 
camped, confifting of one fergeant and a com- 
pleat company of Seapoys, who came fome time 
in February laft, and remained here by order. By 
a {trict prohibition of the Nabob, produced by the 
Kelladar, they have been conftantly refufed ad- 
mittance into the Fort, and whenever they ap- 
proach the town, either fingly or in {mall bodies, 
the gates are always clofed againit them. ‘The 
fergeant mentions to have received notice, about 
the latter end of February, of two Europeans who 
were faid by the town’s people to be then in the 
place, but that he himfelf has never feen them, 
nor heard of them fince, any where about the 
country. 




















In 
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In confequence of your’s and Mr. Haftings’s 
order, I was in the Fort to-day for fome hours, 
the fergeant and two Seapoys with me, who as 
well as myfelf were acquainted with the place. We 
difperfed feveral ways, and made a ftriét but inef- 
fecétual fearch. 

One European, indeed, IE met with, a lame 
Frenchman, who has been a long, while in the 
Iabob’s fervice, has loft an arm in it, and tells 
me, that he was fent to this garrifon about fix 
months ago. I examined this man very particu- 
larly concerning the deferters, and accompanied 
my queftions with promifes of freedom and a 
handfome recompence, if he would difcover ta 
me where they were; but he abfolutely affured 
me, that there were not only nong here at prefent, 
but that he had never feen a fingle European in 
the Fort fince his coming. 

Upon enquiry inthe town, the fame anfwers 
were returned. From thefe accounts I am apt to 
believe, whatever deferters might have taken fhel-~ 
ter there, they have been long gone from thence. 
The extreme mifery of the wretch, to whom I of- 
fered the gratuity, feems to confirm this opinion, 
fince he would fcarcely have rejeéted fuch terms 
of protection and reward, for declaring what 
could in no manner affeét nim to his detriment, 
Fle is very anxious for hm liberty, which Mr. 
Fiaftings intends to folicit for to the Nabob. 

About. this time, the beginning of the year 
1762, a confpiracy was detected againi{t the Na- 
bob’s perfon, which was carried on by Seetaran 
Dewan, Sheik Sadoolla Jemmadar (two of the 
INabob’s chief confidents) and WNarrain Sing, and 
Muttromel, Hlircaras. It was difcovered by fomé 
intercepted letters from the confpirators to Pul- 
wan Sing, and the other Bougepoor Zemindars, 
Only one of them is here inferted, as it will ferve 
tO 
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to fhew, by the arguments made ufe of, the un- 
happy confequences of Mr. Ellis’s conduct, and 
the encouragement which it gave to the Nabobs. 
enemies. 


A, 3-f. 












Tranflation of a Letter from See- 
taram fo Raja Pulwan Sing. 


Long much to fee you. I have already wrote. 
T you the particulars, which you have doubt- 
lefs perufed. Gop grant you may íoon return to 
your own country and there is great probability 
that that will foon happen, for the Nabob Coffim 
Aly Cawn and the Europeans are at variances 
and Mr. Ellis (Chief of the Englifh Factory at 
Patna) and Goorgheen Cawn are great enemies to 
each other, and Mr. Ellis has ee an army of 
seapoys to take Miongheer Fort. In this fitua- 
tion, the Nabob cannot remain in this country. 
It appears, that he will take the Delly road, on 
account of ‘the difputes between him and the Eu- 
ropeans. Shuja Doula will fhortly be in poffeffion. 
of this Province, and you will be in pofieflion of 
your Zemindary, fo make yourfelf quite eafy. | 

As foon as the Nabob had puffeffion of thefe 
letters, he fummoned Seetaram into his prefence,,. 
charged him with his «rime in the prefence of fe- 
veral hundreds of prple, many of them of di- 
{tinction, who were affembled on this occafion, 
and produced other proofs of his guik. He ap- 
pealed to the affembly for their fentence on him, 
which was unanimous, that he was guilty, and 
deferved to fuffer death. A few days after, Nar- 
rain Sing, and Muttromul underwent the fame 
trial, and the fame fate. Shick Sadoolla, who 
was encamped at fome diftance, refufed to obey 
the fummons.. The Nabob detached a body of 


forces 
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forces againít him, with orders to bring him be- 
fore him alive or dead. He ftood on his defence, 
and was killed. 











Bz- 


Copy of Mr. Hafting’s Infftruétions. 
35 March 1762. 


E have obferved, for fome time paft, an 
uneafinefs or jealoufy in the Nabob’s con- 
duct, which we can attribute to nothing but the 
falle reports and reprefentations of miufchievous 
perfons, and being defirous of convincing him, 
that we wifh for nothing more than to preierve 
the prefent tranquillity of the country, to avoid all 
difputes, and to conform to the tms of the trea- 
ty fubfiftting between him and the Company, we 
think proper to depute you, in whom the Nabob 
has great confidence, to make him thofe .affur- 
rances in our behalf. 

At the fame time, we fhould be extremely glad 
to difcover, who have been the fecret authors of 
this growing jealoufy. We imagine, there may 
be fome, as well amonfpit the perfons, living un- 
der our protection, as. about the Nabob’s perfon. 
You may affure the Nabo: that we fhall feverely 
punifh thofe who belong to 1s whenever we can 
fix the guilt, and you will ft: nuoufly recommend 
to him to do the fame on his part. | 

The fooner you can fet out on this consmiffion, 
the better, that the bad effeéts, which the want of 
confidence between us and the Nabob might occa- 
fion in the country, may be prevented. 



























B,3.a.———-T he 
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B,3-a.— The next Council Day but one, Mr. 
Amyatt made a IMotion zz fhe following 
Terms. 


R. Amyatt recolleéts, the Prefident having 

mentioned, that twenty lacks of rupees 
were promifed by Coffim Aly Cawn to the Board, 
but that he would not confent to this money’s be- 
ing received till the debt to the Company was 
paid. As that is now fatisied ; Mr. Amzyatt 1s 
of opinion, it fhould be made a part of Mr. Ha- 
{ftings’s inftructions to endeavour to recover the 
promifed twenty lacks, and when recovered, that 
inftead of being diftributed amongft the members 
of the Council, «hich could not fail railing a fuf-— 
picion that our atients to the Revolution were 
bought, the money fhould be brought to the cre- 
dit of the Company. 

As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely think the 
Company had aright to make {fuch a demand 
upon the Nabob, it is impoffible to affign any 
other reafon for this motion than, an intention of 
fruftrating by fo unjuft and vexatious a difpute the 
good end propofed from Mtr. Hiaftings’s depura- 
tion, and eftectually fhursing up all the ways of 
reconciliation, by a dem .nd which every one knew 
the Nabob would rejeé with aftonifhment. How- 
ever, Mef. fohnitone and Hay joined heartily in 
this demard, and whether they thought Major 
Carnac’s opinion would add weight to their refoiu- 
tions, or whether they were unwilling to deprive 
him of a fhare in every opportunity of infulting 
the Nabob, or whether it was the Miajor’s own 
deGre to be a party on this occcafion, it was 
moved, that he fhould be called to the Board, al- 
though it is very certain, according to the Com- 


pany’s regulations, he could not fit there on fuch 
a fubject. 
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a fubjecét. .... The opinions given by the feve- 
ral members, and by myfelf, with refpect to the 
propofed demand, were thefe following. 





B,2-b. The following zs the Subffance of the 
Debate upon the Motion for calling Major 
Carnac zo the Board, upon this Occasion. 


R. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of 

the Colonel and Major fhould be afked, 
with regard to the inftructions to be given to Mr. 
Ftattings. 

The queftion being put, whether the Colonel 

and Major fhould be defired to attend. 
Mef. Hay, Johnftone, and Amyatt, are of 
opinion, the company’s intention in their fixty- 
third paragraph, mentioning military affairs and 
matters relative thereto, implies, that Colonel 
Coote and Major Carnac are to be prefent and con- 
fulted in affairs of fuch a publick mature as depu- 
tations, alliances, and in drawing up inftructions 
for whoever may be fent in fuch publick charac- 
ter on the part of the Board, when the national 
honour and the company’s bufinefs are interefted. 
The Governor tm: ks, that the Company’s 
inftructions in the fixty-1-urth paragraph of their 
commands, of the tath 3f March, 170r, are 
very plain, that neither Cuionel Cocte, nor Ma- 
jor Carnac, are Members either of the Poard, oF 
the Select Committee, cxcepting: in cals where 
military affairs only are under debate. ‘I’hefe are 
the words of the Company’s letter, and need 
no explanation, and are apparently intended to 
limit the meaning of the word relative, which ttands 
in the foregoing paragraph, and which can be 
underftood only of negociations tọ be carried on 
with any foreign power, with a view to fome 
proiected 
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rojeéted military Operation. Fie thinks the in- 
ftructions to Mr. Hattings are no ways relative to 
military affairs; yet it is not at ali difagreeable to 
him to have the advice of thole gentlemen, if the 
reit of the Board think it will be for the good of 
the Company. 


|S We oer ir. Elay s Minute. 
A? it appears to me from the Prefident’s de- 


| claration, that the bond for this money was 
given to the Members of the Board that were 
then prefent in Calcutta, and that Mr. Holwell 
was one of them; trom its being the only advan- 
tase gained by the treaty with Coffim Aly Cawn, 
except his promife 1o get the Nabob Meer Jaffeir 
Cawn to make over the revenues of the lands, 
now pofleffed by the Company, for the mainte- 
mance of our troops in his fervice, and that the 
only expence and rifk of putting in Cofflim Aly 
Cawn, for which he promited and gave a bond 
for this twenty lacks, muft fall on the Company 5 
I think, that they have an undoubted right to 
the money ; and that it fhould be demanded of 
the Nabob on their account; and in cafe he re- 
fufes payment on account of, ne bond’s being re- 
turned, that he fhould be n ade to underftand, that 
it was returned without p;,oper authority, and not 
by an order of the Lon. 





Mr. Johnitone’s Miinurle. 


Mr. Johnftone thinks, Mr. Haftings fhould be 
directed to afk this fum promifed by Cofflim Aly 
Cawn, in confequence of the fervice to be render- 
ed him by the reprefentatives of the Company, and 
by their power and influence, which may therefore 
be confidered asthe Company’s due. Orherwife, 
the proceedings af their fervants, in the advance- 

INA ment 
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ment of Coffim Aly Cawn, would be liable to the 
fufpicions, that their motives were other than thofe 
they have declared; that when Coffim Aly Cawn 
tendered his bond to the members then prefent in 
Calcutta, the Company might have expected their 
agents to have accepted and transferred it to their 
account, from the fame fpirit of difintereftednefs 
as the only immediate advantage then offered, e- 
{pecially as the Company run the rifk, and {up- 
plied the force and expence required for this re- 
volution ; and he joins in opinion with Mr. Hay, 
that as the bonds were not returned by a regular 
deed of the Council, the amount may be ftill de- 
manded and recovered of the Nabob. 





Major Carnae’. "Minute. 


Major Carnac is of opinion, the demand pro- 
pofed to be made to the Nabob by Mef. Amyatt, 
Johnftone, and Hay, of the twenty lacks ought 
to be done, were it only in juftification of them- 
felves ;. for however innocent the gentlemen of the 
Board may be, the world probably imagines, that 
they have all received fome pecuniary confidera- 
tion, in return having appointed Coffim Aly 
Cawn to the Soubaa ree, whereas from this de- 
mand being, made, th contrary will appear upon 
record. If the Nabob efufes, which I think he- 
will and ought, we are juftifed at once; and if he 
grants it, there is fo much gained.;0 the Com- 
pany. 





The Prefident’s AZinute. 


‘That a right judgment may ve formed, whe- 
ther the demand propofed by Mr. Amyatt to be 
made upon the Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees 
ss reafonable or nor, it feem~* neceflary to recite 

here 
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Here all the circumftances of the cafe, on which he 
would found the claim. .. I have informed the 
Nabob more than once, and particularly in con- 
fulcation, 12 Jan. 141761, that Coffim Aly Cawn 
(now the Nabob) at the time of concluding the 
treaty with him, in the month of September 1760, 
defired to make a prefent to myfelf and the other 
gentlemen of the Select Committee then at Cal- 
cutta. I hawe as often mentioned, that I imme- 
diately and abfolutely declined the faid offer for 
myfelf and the refit of the gentlemen, obferving 
to Coffim Aly Cawn, that in the agreements en- 
tered into with him, we had no other view but the 
reftoring order to the country, and fettling a more 
certain fund fer fupplying the unavoidable ex- 
pences of the Coinpeny, then fo ill provided for, 
that our troops at Patna had been fome months 
without their pay, at the fame time that the Na- 
bob’s own affairs were in fo diftreffed a condition, 
that he was every day in danger of lofing his life 
by the mutinous attempts of his traops. 

The paper, which Coffim Aly Cawn «.eliverea 
me, containing this propofal, I returned trite very 
moment [ had read it. It was wrote in Perfian, 
and, to the beít of my recallection, was to the 
following purport: <“ Thu three months after his 
<< appointment to the Nr but, or deputy govern- 
“* ment under the Nalob Jaffier Aly Cawn, he 
<< would give twiahty lacks of rupees to Mef. 
s Van Sttarr, Iiolwell, Caillaud, Sumner, and 
= M Gwin. ‘rhefe four gentlemen entirely ap- 
proved of my, refuíal of this offer, and what I faid 
on the occafion to Coffim Aly Cawn, who was how- 
ever a good dea .furprized and uneafy atic. After- 
wards at Moorikedabad, when Jaffer Aly Cawn 
declared his ref{clution to retire to Calcutta, and 
Coffim Aly Cawn was proclaimed Subah of the 
Provinces, he renewed the fame offer, and I again 

M 2 declined 

















wL ÖRIGINAL PAPERS 


declined it in the fame terms, adding, that if he 
found himfelf capable of raifing money enough to 
anfwer the monthly payments of the Company's 
balance, and fatisfy the troops of Jaffier Aly 
Cawn, and had befides any thing to fpare, he 
might make the Company a prefent of five lacks 
over and above his agreements, to be fent to Ma- 
dras to help defray the expences of the army be- 
fore Pondicherry, to which he immediately con- 
fented. 

I returned from Moorfhedabad to Calcutta, 
without receiving directly or indirectly a fingle 
rupee from the Nabob, or any other perfon by his 
order and direction, and I can venture to aver as 
much for Colonel Caillaud, Mr. Haftings, and 
the other gentlemen who were With me. 

About two months after, the Nabob fent mea 
compliment of a bill for twenty-five thoufand ru- 
ees, upon the occafion of the birth of my íon. I 
aid this before the Board ¿in confultation, the 
twelfth of Jamuary 1761, and declared, that as I 
had reicted for myfelf and the other gentlemen of 
the Sele=t Committee, all offers of private emolu- 
ment, and had nót received a, fingle rupee from 
the Nabob, fo n-‘ther would I, while a doubt 
fubfiftted with refpeét o the money he had enga- 
ged to pay the Compa: v, or the long arrears of 
his predecefior’s troops ; accordingly the twenty- 
five thoufand rupees were paid Ate rhe Company’s 
treafury. 

i Since that, the Nabob has, ty a aurprizing di- 
ligence in the regulation of the affairs of his ga- 
vernment, difcharged not only th payments due 
to the Company, with the adinon of the pro- 
mifed five lacks, but has alfo atisfied his prede- 
cefflor’s and his own troops, nywtwithftanding the 
ceffion to the Company of Buriiwan, Midnipoor, 

and 
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and Chittagong, made a very large deduction from 
his revenues. 

The amount the Company have received from 
the Nabob, is about twenty-fix lacks of * Sicca 
rupees, as by receipt in full entered, after con- 
fultation, 8 February 1762, and from the faid 
countries, ceded as betore mentioned, we have 
received to the thirty-firftt of January laft above 
fifty-three lacks of ++ Current rupees, as by ab- 
{tracted account tranfmitted to the honourable 
Court of Directors by the Warren. 

After this, I cannot fee upon what pretence we 
can demand of the Nabob a farther fum of twen- 
ty lacks of rupees. If we were in diftrefs for mo-i 
ney for carrying on the Company’s affairs, and 
were, on that accesat, under a necefiity of re- 
quefting of the Nabgb to lend us fucha fum, 1 
have that opinion oi him as to think, that he 
would comply with he requeft if in his power, 
or even give it, if {fuch an applicqg um was to bé 
made to him as a favour requeftee for the Com- 

any. 
ak on the other nand, if the demana, of fuch 
afum was fet up wighout the leaft juft plea, I think 
he will not only excufe himfsalf from complying 
with fo unreafonable a clai r, but will alfo look up- 
on it asa mark, that we am not inclined to obferve 
on our part, the treaty which he has fo well ful- 
filled on his, and which it is agreed, that we 
Shall afk rotshtag more than the monies therein 
promifed, eee th ceffions therein ftipulated. Con-. 
fequently fuch ad«mand would very much add to 
the uneafinefs) whizth the Board have of late ob- 
M 3 ferved 














































* A Sicca ru ee 1 worth about two fhillings eight pence 
half-penny, reckonin p the current rupee at two fhillings four 
pence. 

+ A current rupee is reckoned werth two fhillings four 
pence. 
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ferved in the Nabob, and which one and all have 
exprefied a defire of finding out the caufe of, and 
removing. The demand now propofed tends to 
aggravate that uneafinefs, infteadof removing it. 
I hope, fuch is not Mr. Amyatt’s view in making 
the propofal, butit is hard to conceive from what 
motive it can have proceeded. Certainly, it is 
not from pure regard for the Company, nor from 
any conviction of the juttnefs of the claim, for 
he never thought of offering the Company what 
he received of the Nabob Jaffer Aly Cawn’s pre- 
{fent to the Council and Committee, nor ever gave 
it as his opinion, that the Company had a right 
to uit. 

For my own part, I think, that neither the 
Company, nor I, nor any ther perfon, have 
any claim or demand upon the Nabob of any 
fort, thac there is not ev#n an appearance of 
juftice in Mr. Amyatt’s propofal, and that the 
profecution it could have! none but bad con- 
fe quences. 


















B,3a.-—-The Majority of tke Board agreeing, 
that the propoféd Demand fhould be made 
upon the Nab% the following Poft{cript 
was accordingly G@idded to Mx. Hattings's 
Inftruétiens. 














ND we farther direct y.u «@ apply to tbe 
INabob for the twenty la Rs Of rupees, the 
amount of the bond he gave at thetime the treaty 
was made with him tothe me nbe  ecf-the Seleét 
Committee then prefent in Caletitam, to which fum, 
notwithitanding they returned he bond, we cen- 
ceive the Company have atitle. You will, there- 
fore, ufe your beft endeavours t> recover the fame 
as foon as poffible, as the tranguillity of the 
country; 
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eountry, by the fuccefs of our arms, has undoubted- 
ly enabled him to difcharge the above obligation. 


B,3.e..—— Mr. Amyatt judging zí neceffary to 
znake Jome Reply to the Arguments contained 
tn the Prefident’s Minute, zź zs here infert- 
ed, left it fhould be fatd, that any thing 7s 
emitted, although not materzal fo the prefent 

S267 cE . 












HE Minute, given in by the Prefident the 
twenty-fecond of March, has not, in the 
leaft altered the fentiments of Mr. Amyatt, in 
regard to the demand propofed by him to be 
made from Coffin Aly Cawn of the twenty lacks 
ef rupees for the uie of the Company, as he finds 
nothing in the Minute to invalidate the reafon, 
which induced him o propofe, that the demand 
fhould be made, ncr did any Min» or expref- 
fion of Mr. Van Sitart’s ever in ply fuch money 
was not to be received, but the contrar and on- 
ly refted the payment of it tothe Nabc'’s gene- 
rofity after his othr expences were defrayed,which 
was not rifking much; for while we remain fo 
powerful in this country, fuer a promife the Nabob 
will look on as binding z. a bond, and the taking a 
bond might have bad appearances, for it is ac- 
knowledged tk a paper was received from him 
containing a Dre .nife of twenty lacks of rupees to 
Mef. Var ont rt, Caillaud, Holwell, Sumner, 
and M‘Gwire. Now, it is not to be imagined, 
that he war ha e offered fo large a fum to thefe 
gentlemen, tc th: exclufion of the other members 
of the Councii and Select Committee (an of- 
fer before unprecedented) but as a confideration 
to engage them to conclude with him a treaty, 
from whence he was to reap fo much advantage, 
4 without 
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without regard to the opinions of the reft of the 
Board. As therefore they could have no right to 
receive money upon fuch terms, and Mr. Amyatt 
is willing to believe they have not, ifthey thought 
proper ot themfelves to fign a treaty on the part of 
our honourable matters, the confideration for fo 
doing ought to be paid to thofe who were to be 
the only lofers, in cafe of ill confequences arifing 
thencefrom. The parallel between the prefenct 
received by Mr. Amyatt, in common with the 
whole Board, as well as with the army and navy, 
and this of twenty lacks, intended for five gentle- 
men only, is as unjuft, as it would be to make 
parallel between the two revolutions 3 the one 
e{tablifhed in confequence of the overthrow of a 
common enemy ; the other in Areét breach of the 
former engagements, the act of only part of the 
Council, and to which, had ail its members been 
confulted, the majority woul probably have ob- 
jected. M Amyatt wifhes, he could agree with 
the Prefident, nat the Nabo >» is well difpofed to- 
wards us if that were the caf:, there would be no 
neceffity. at this time, of our finding Mr. Fiaftings 
up to him. The whole tenor cf his conduct de- 
monftrates the contrary. He is keeping up and 
daily encreafing a ra. hle of an army at an im- 
menfe expence, which h can do from no other 
motives but from diftruft and a defire of being: 
independent of us, as he may anrand, by vir- 
tue of the treaty, the fervice of ur-troops for all 
occafions. Fie now remains at he estremity of 
the country through his fufpicicas of and in 
order to be at a greater diftance fro curr fettle- 
ments, has determined on remov ng the feat of his 
government to Rajamaul 5 and inc fed it is no won- 
der he fhould entertain thefe fufpi¢ions, as he can 
have no fecurity that we will keep our faith with 
him better than we did with his father-in-law, ta 

whom 
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whom we were bound by engagements more {fo- 
lemn than thofe ince entered into with him, nor 
can he ever acquit himfelf of his own treachery to 
Jaffer Aly Cawn, which muft ever keep alive the 
{fufpicions now burning in his breaft. Mr. Amyatt 
does not allow the fmalleft degree of merit to Col- 
fim Aly Cawn, for having difcharged the pay- 
ments due to the Company and his troops. His 
being in a condition to do fo was entirely owing to 
the happy change of affairs by the defeat of the 
Shazada. The fame fuccefs would have equally 
‘enabled Meer Jaffer to do ío. But, moreover, 
Coffim Aly Cawn has taken the opportunity of 
the tranquillity of the country to commit the moit 
unheard of exaćlions and oppreffions, and (as a 
farther proof of his regard for us) more particu- 
larly againft fuch as were our avowed friends. 
Ramnarain with m ny others are now the un- 
happy inftances therec fF, by the pring up of whom 
and becoming, in evry ane fiance £ *“ervient to 
the Nabob’s views, without keepir 4 up any inte- 
reft or friendfhip w:ch any other of th leading 
men in the country, there is not a mar sf any 
rank or confequene-, as dare fo much as vilt, or 
have the leaft comncétion with any of our chiefs 
or commanders - as their le ters to this Board at 
differert timeg can teftify 


B, 3.f. —— To vhich the Prefident anfwered 
thefe few- ht ords to clofe the Subject. 


H E Prefid nt begs leave to obferve, that 
the y mtered into with Coffim Aly 
Cawn, proper}. ame under the province of the 
Sele&t Committee and all the members thereof, 
who were prefent in Calcutta, were unanimous in 
their approbationyof it..... As to the remarks 
on the canfequences of that treaty, they om the 
ame 
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fame as have already been often mentioned, and 
to which we may expect fhortly the fentiments and 
directions of our honourable matters. 





C,3-—Tranfiaetic2 cf the Nabob’s Reply to the 
Reprefentations of the Board. 





HAT you gentlemen fhould unreafonably 

demand twenty lacks of rupees of me fur- 
prizes me greatly. This is a behaviour unworthy 
men of dignity, in whom it is doubtlefs impro- 
per, after having refufed a thing, to contradict 
themfelves, and demand it inthe name of their 
miaiters. It is true, I formerly offered to give 
fuch a fum to Mr. Van Sittarr, and fome other 
gentlemen, but they pofitivelky refufedir, faying, 
< Weare wellwifhers of the Company, and defire 
nothing for ourfelves, g ve the Company the 
three Provinces of Burdwan, &c. and that is 











age 
ae 


ec fufficie, Now moít cf the gentlemen, to 
whom I mad this offer, Fave left the country, 
-and as the One or two, who ftill remain here, 





I dor. think that they wil demand it of me. 
Xou, Sir, who are come to this place to bring fo 
unjuft a claim, on what prete: ce. and with what 
defign do you don: You ought »ə keep in view, 
gentlemen, the agreen,znt I made with you in re- 
lation to the affairs of ‘rhe Company, wherein, 
when I agreed to give them th  trree Provinces 
of Burdwan, &c. you promifea on their part, and 
gave it me in writing, that, afir Naeing received 
thofe Provinces, you would näit afk a farthing 
more of me. Having accordiig! complied 
with my agreements, I did bede , at the initance 
and defire of Mr. Van Sittrar., and of my own 
free will, give the Company ive lacks of rupees 
over and above, willing thereby to give Mr. Van 
Sittarc a credit with the Company, and that they 

miohe 
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might regard me as their friend in every refpeét. 
By the grace of Gop, I have compleatly fulfilled 
the treaty, and have not, ina fingle inftance, de- 
viatedi from it. Yet, gentlemen, notwithftanding 
this treaty, which you iolemnly made with me, and 
ratified with the teal of the Company, you now de- 
manda fum of money from me,which I have never 
borrowed of you, nor obliged myfelf to pay, nor 
have vou in any manner the leait claim on me. I 
owe nobody a fingle rupee, nor will I pay your 
demand. “This new cuftom which you are endea- 
vouring to fet up in violation of the treaty be- 
tween us, this cuftom fo calculated for raifing a 
difturbance, I will not admit nor hear of. 

Wou fay, thar I fhould remove out of my mind 
whatever jealoufy I may have of the Englifh. 
This particular furprized me much, for, from what 
that I have iaid doecy this jealoufy appear? And 
who has reported fuch a falfhood to you? It is 
proper, that you fho ald make due er~: iry into this 
affair. I have befor. wrote to the sovernor of the 
proceedings of you; dependents; ana `t is the 
way of the world, :hat amongift fathers and fons, 
brothers, friends, and intimates, differences will 
fometimes arife, but foon give place to friendfhip 
and benevolence, nor wer any of thefe matters 
of fuch confequence, that from them you fhould 
fufpect my ijincerity, and fend me-a mefiage fo 
different fro.n thé rues and language of friend- 
fhip. ae. 

You are pleafed to fay, there are mifchievous 
and matlevclent men who propagate fcandalous 
{tories ¢f.+_1 e-ntlemen. I have before wrote 
repeatedly, t. at whatever Villain in my council 
dare fpeak ill of you before me, the moment he 
were known he,fhould be punifhed. Now, if fuch 
an one is known to you, gentlemen, write me his 
name, that I may make an example of him, Many 


Hew 








172 ORIGINAL PAPERS. 


new Factories have been eftablifhed in every part 
of the country, both on the Company’s account, 
and by private gentlemen, and a trade carried on 
in all forts of goods, fuch as it was never the cu- 
{tom to trade in. Tothis day, neither I nor my 
people have ever offered them the leat obitructior, 
nor caufed them the lofs of one rupee. It grieves me, 
that without caufe or enquiry, you gentlemen, fuf- 
fer fuch fufpicions to take place in your hearts, and 
declare them to me your friend. Who it is be- 
longing to yourfelves that is continually fpeaking 
ill of me, propagating calumnies againft me, an 
reprefenting me to you as your enemy Is not un- 
known to you. The acts of violence committed 
by Mr. Ellis before my face, the infults on my 
people, and the difturbancesg radifed in the coun- 
try, my authority rendered contemptible to all In- 
doftan, and cbftructions threwwn in the way of e- 
very bufinefs of the governrient in the Province 
of Bahar. . All thefe hae I fully reprefented 
in my let er to Mr. Van Sittart from the begin- 
ning til) iow, nor fhall I dwell on fuch a fubject 
afrefh, ‘c :caufe I am well perfi:aded, that Mr. Van 
Sittart, and the gentlemen of the Council, will 
make ftriét enquirv into this affair, and bring to 
condign punifhment wNoever without caufe or rea- 
fon has aéted as my enemy, that for the future no 
One may give interruption ro mv buftnefs, nor in- 
terfere in the affairs of my govermiusent. Until 
you make enquiry into his behaviowr, and bring 
him to punifhment, my authority wilk never be 
eitablifhed. 

You fay, that I fhould lookiup 3 bhe friend- 
fhip and treaties of Enelifhmen as mncere and in- 
violable. .... I have been long convinced, gen- 
tlemen, that our friendfhip would by no means 
be interrupted, and that in ipite of the mifchievous 
flanders of malicious men, the foundations of our 

amity 
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amity would be unfhaken, becaufe I know for cer- 
tain, that the Erglifh never break their treaties 
and agreements, and that all their enquirics are 
fincere and impartial. 





C,3-a-—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haftings 
fo Mir. Ellis- 


Dated Sarfaram, 13 May 1762. 


WT was a difappointment to me, that I could 
not fee you at Patna before I proceeded to the 
WNabob’s camp. You cannot be ignorant of the 
commifflion, which I have received from the 
Board, with which my inclinations fo heartily 
concur, that I fhor ld have eagerly embraced eve- 
ry occafion to create a good underftanding be- 
tween the Nabob ard every perfon empioyed in 
any pot of confeqr:ence under the Company, 
knowing how effential fuch a temre- is to the 
fuccefs of our affairs. I was in .nope:, that a 
meeting with you night have cnable. me the 
more effectually to ‘promote this defigr,.as you 
could have inttruéted me witb the caufés of the 
late difagreements between yourielf and the Na- 
bob, and pointed out fuch ‘*pedients as were the 
moít likely to remedy them. 

Your motives for denying me tha& opportunity 
(which tho’ but as a compliment due to a Mem- 
ber of your own Board, I might have expected) are 
beft known to yourfelf. However, fetting afide all 
perfonal confiderations, I am yet willing to give 
you and be. :xorl&) a proof of my defire to remove 
every occafio cc diftruft or diffention, which 
may difturb thw publick affairs, in offering you 
freely my affiftance to promote a better difpofition 
between the Nabob and yourfelf, than I find at 
porefent fubfiitting. 














I will 
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I will not conceal from you, that he charges 
you with attempting to breed a difagreement be- 
tween him and the Company, and has declared it 
in his reply to the mefiage which I carried him 
from the Board. 

I confefs, I am not pleafed to interfere in fuch 
a fubject, but would rather wifh to conciliate 
matters were it in my power. For this reafon, I 
have deferred delivering the INabob’s reply, in 
my letters to the Board, till I receive your anfwer, 
with which I hope to be foon favoured. 









Sie .b.—TZo this letter Mr. Ellis made the Jol- 
lowing Reply- 


Dated Singia, 17 May 1762. 





AM this moment favoured with your’s of the 

13th. It was impoffible- for me to know that 
our meeti7>2 was in any degree necefiary unlefs 
you had roi me fo; fog to this time I am 
mo furt’ r acqSainted with the Commiffion you 
have r,.eived from the Board, than what was 
once mentioned in a private letter, viz. to remove 
the Nabob’s jealoufies. Neither do I think any 
Member of the board could reafonably expect, 
that I fhould pay him the compliment of travel- 
ling fifteen miles at this feafon, when he never 
advifed me of his approach, without which I 
could be at no certainty, either as to the time of 
his arrival, or ftay at Patna; and, indeed, com- 
mon report informed me of yomr having fet out 
for the Nabob’s camp fome dvs infer it feems 
you did. 

The laudable defires you exprefs of removing 
every occafion of diftruft or difagreement that 
may difturb the public affairs, be affured, fhall 
meet with every affiftance in my pawer, nor Car 
Wwe 
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you wifh more ardently for the effecting fo good 
a work, than I do myfelf. The caules of the 
Wabob’s late behaviour I cannot account for, un- 
lefs it be my not having concurred in fentiment 
with thofe gentlemen who raifed him to the M uí- 
nud. From the time of my taking charge of 
the Company’s affairs in this province, i have 
ever been felicitous to keep up a harmony and 
good underftanding, not only with the Nabob bur 
his officers; they, on the contrary, have been 
moft induftrious to deftroy it. Twice has the city of 
Patna been alarmed with a report, that the Englin 
intended to attack it; and, in confequence there- 
of, guns mounted, guards augmented, gates fhut, 
and admittance denied to every one belonging to 
the factory ; and all this without the leaft plaufibic 
pretence whatever Ping given. 

The falfehoods induftrioufly propagated of my 

deign to take Mongkeer you can be no ftranger to, 
nor the ridiculous light in which thex ~ppear. On 

all occafions, the Englifh are re; -efen ed as the 
INabob’s greateft enemies; and ‘:t is 3 ?torrous, 

that no man, who values his favour, diie appear 
in the factory. 

The Nabob acéuies me of attempting to breed 

a difagreement between hie and the Company- 

After what he has accufed other gentlemen of, 
nothing of this kind is furprizing. FEtowever, a 

general charge afhourtts to very little. This term 

he has, without any grounds, given to my feizings 
Coja Antoine. I had before made repeated com- 
plaints to him, .of the interruption given our bu- 

finefs, hiel being little or not at all regarded, it 
became a du y ncumbent on me, to take other 
meafures for fe uring one of the moft valuable 
branches of the Company’s commerce. Of the 
infults received in the feizure, detention, and iofs 
of my boats, I.before acquainted you, as likewife 


of 
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of the affront the Nabob has given me in not 
anfweringe my letters; but notwithftanding the 
ürít or fecond inftance of this kind, I continued 
writing to him on bufinefs, till my Hiircarahs were 
ill treated in his camp. 

The frit grand ftep towards obtaining the de- 
fired end will be, for the Nabob to remove from 
about his perfon al! thofe, who at prefent poifon 
his mind with falfe and idle ftories. Lec him 
eíteem the Englifh as his beft and only friends, 
and as fuch place an entire confidence in them. If 
any caufe of difgsuit appear, let him apply to 
thofe who are entrufted with the management of 
the Company’s affairs, to have the matter cleared 
up, which he may always be affured of. For my 
own part, I fhall never do any thing but what [ 
will allert to him and the world; and I appeal to 
Rajebullub, or any other perfon in office at Pat- 
ma, whether upon any complaint being lodged 

















againit ov rvants under my jurifdiction, I have 
not give the 1 a fpeedy and ample fatisfaction ; 
and all defire is, that they would act in the 


fame manner towards the fervants of the govern- 
ment, who infult and treat us ill. “This would 
create a mutual confidence, and put an end to the 
prefente diffention, 








C,3.c.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hatftings 


fo the Governor ard Council. 


Dated Jummor, 24/Jlay1762. 


PON my arrival at the Nabos Camps. f 
informed him of the tiubttamce of my in- 
{tructions, and added fuch afiurances as I judged 
moit conducible to remove any diftruft that might 
have arifenin his mind. His reply I have the ho- 
nour to tranfmit to you, in the inclofed paper. 


whic. 
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which I received from him figned with his own 
hand, and I fhall wait your further commands for 
my conduét in relation to the matters contained 
therein. : : 

I will not take upon me to judge of the dif- 
putes which have arifen between the Nabob and 
Mr. Ellis, nor am I properly qualified to give my 
fentiments upon them, being as yet only acquaint- 
ed with the complaints of the former. But, I think, 
I cannot better acquit myfelf of the tafk which you 
have enjoined me, and which my duty to the fervice 
requires from me, than by offering my opinion in 
general, that in all differences between the Com- 
pany’s fervants or inferior agents, and the go- 
vernment, if proper juftice cannot be obtained 
from the Nabob, or thofe authorized to aét under 
him, application fhould be made tothe Board, and 
no perfon be allowed on any pretence to ufe violent 
means for the redrefs of his own grievances. This 
method till lately has been conftantly in. univer- 
fally obferved in all our concerns, not on before 
the reftoration of the Company’s privilegis, but 
by thofe who have fince had the adminiftration of 
their affairs, and who will hardly be fufpeéted of 
having, neglected thè honour of rhe nation, or the 
interef{t of their employers. In effect, it is only 
by referving to yourfelves the privileges of de- 
ciding on all matters of contention, that the au- 
thority of the Board can be maintained, or the 
publick tranguillity fecured. 


©,3-d.—Lxtraét of a Letter from Mr. Haft- 
wigs zo Mr. Ellis. 




















Dated Jummor, 277 May 1762.. 


oh FIIS complaint having been fent through 
my hands, I will deal fo openly with you, 
N as 
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as to give you this timely notice of it, by fend- 
ing you an extract of that part of his letter which 
concerns yourtelf. 


C,3.¢.—To thefe are added Jome other Letters 
of the Prefident’s Correfpondence with Mr. 
Haftings, which relate to the Difputes be- 
tween the INatob and Mr. Ellis, and fhew 
the Pains ineffettually taken to make Peace 
between them. 














C,3.f.—Extrac? of a Letter from Mr. Haft- 


ings fo the Governor. 


Sarferam, 13 May 1762. 





Defired Mr. Ironfide to introrm you, yefterday, 
i of our arrival at Sarferam on the goth inftant. 
I proceeded. directly to the Nabob’s tent. He 
received ne with great politenefs, and enquired 
in a friendly mtfanner after your health. This vi- 
fit pafied only in general] converfation. The next 
evening, I opened fo him the fubjeét of my com- 
miffion from the Board, which I gave him in 
writing, and pretty nearly in the correfpondent 
words of the letter, the poftf{cript excepted, which 
I readto him from the original, and (not without 
fome difficulty) explained to him. 

Hie exprefied much diffatisfaction, that he 
fhould be charged with entertaining a jealoufy of 
the Englifh ; which, he faid, argued fome mifbe- 
haviour in him towards them, as the confequence 
of fuch fentiments, and challenged meto mention 
one inftance of his having b trayed a want of 
confidence in the Company, or deviated from 
the treaty with them. It is true, he added, he 
had frequent fubject of complaint againft the 


Englifh 
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Englifh dependants; but that made no alteration 
in his engagements with their principals, or his 
particular obligations to you. ... He was as little 
pleafed with the afiertion, that the people about 
his perfon had given occafion to any difference be- 
tween him and the Englifh. He defired, that 
they might be named; and declared, that on whom- 
foever fuch a faét was proved he would put him 
to death; but (proceeded he) <‘ if you are yet at a 
<< lofs to know who it is amonegtft yourfelves that 
{trives to create a mifunderftanding between us, 
<< Iwill name him. It is Mr. Ellis, who by his 
€ aéts of violence committed on my fervants, and 
<< the unprovoked attacks which he is daily mak- 
+ ing upon my authority, has not only given en- 
couragement to my enemies, and the difaffeét- 
<< ed people in my pwn fervice, but has given oc- 
cafion to fuch reports to the difcredit of my go- 
vernment at the Court of Shuja Doula, as 
might be of the worft confequence to my af- 
“© fairs.” 

With regard to Mr. Ellis, I am at a lofs how 
to act. Edis behaviour in my opinion has been fo 
imprudent, and his difaffeéticn to the Nabob fo 
manifeftly inveterate, that a praper reprefentation 
of it could not fail to draw upon him the fevereft 
refentment of the Company. But, befides my 
averfion to violent meatures, the length of time 
before the CoOmpany’s notice of thefe affairs could 
reach us, and the fupport that the moft glaring 
mifconduct in him would meet with from a ma- 
jority of the Board, have inclined me rather to 
make chaise of fuch means, as may be more 
likely to conciliate than inflame our mutual ani- 
mofities. With this view I have wrote to Mr. 
Ellis a letter, of which the inclofed is a copy, and 
will acquaint you with his aniwer. If he accepts 
of my offer, I will do him every good office that 
N 2 I can 
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I can with the Nabob. If he declines it, I will 
not Only let the Nabob purfue his own meatures, 
but will even join him in endeavouring to con- 
fute the afperfions which have been made ufe of 
to ruin his credit with the Company. 











C, 3.2.— Extract of a Letter fromthe Go- 
vernor to Mr. Hattings. 





Dated 26 May 1762. 


FI AD the pleafure to receive this morning 
your favour of the 13th. The Nabob’s anfwer 





I 


to the reprefentation you made him on the part 








of the Board, is exaćtly uniform with all his 
former declarations in regard to the difputes that 
have arifen between him and Mr. Ellis; and this 
uniformity is a {trong proof with me, that he 
{peaks with a good confcience, and has reafon on 
his fide. owever, as I love peace and quietnefs, 
and have arnt to make allowances for the differ- 
ent tempers and paffions of different men; I ap- 
prove entirely of your endeavours to conciliate 
matters between the Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and 
wifh that the latter may accept of your good offices: 
If not, you can do no otherwife than reprefent 
fully to the Beard, the WNabob’s anfwer to the 
fubject matter of your inftructions. 


C,3-h.—Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Haft- 


ings to the Governor. 











Dated Jummor, 26 ietay 1762. 





H E world judging oniy From faéts, fees 
the WNabob’s authority publickly infulted, 
his officers imprifoned, feapoys fent againf{t his 
forts ; and is told, that the chief of the Englifh 
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in thefe parts difavows the Nabob’s right to the 
Subafhip. The obvious end of fuch fymptoms 
is an Open rupture. “The Nabob’s enemies receive 
encouragement from this*hope, and the traitors 
about his perfon ufe it as an argument to them to 
perfift in their revolt. Shuja Doula is informed, 
that the Englifh have actually commenced hoftilities 
with the Nabob, nor need I take notice how fatal 
fuch a notion might prove to the Nabob and to 
us, was not Shuja Doula too much engaged with 
other defigns to take advantage of the weaknefs 
of this government. 

When I accepted of this commiffion, I pleafed 
myfelf with the hopes of being an inftrument of 
reconciling: all differences between the Nabob and 
the En lifh, and petting an end to all animofi- 
tics. his I now find an impoffible tafk. The 
gentlemen, who have taken upon them to condemn 
his promotion, have too publickly proclaimed 
their difapprobation of that meafure; and their 
hatred to the Nabob, which have been’ repeated 
to him, probably with exaggerations. He has 
been told, that Meff. Amyattr, Ellis, and Car- 
mac, have in their letters to their friends in Eng- 
land, ufed every argument tð procure an order 
from the Company, to annul the meafures taken 
in favour of him, and reprefented his charac- 
ter in the moft hateful terms ; that Mr. Fullerton 
was alfo charged to affift in perfon their projeét 
of depofing him, and that they have fworn to- 
gether to his ruin; that they have difcovered a 
flaw in his title to the Subafhip from our treaty, 
Se. &c. True or falfe the Nabob has received 
thefe ftories from their intimate acquaintance, 
who may have forged a part, but could not have 
invented the whole. 

I had always flattered myfelf with the hopes 
that the Company’s approbation of the revolution 

N 3 in 
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in favour of Meer Coffim would have been fuch, 
as to have reftrained the defigns of the party form- 
ed againit him, and thefe hopes were greatly en- 
couraged by the letter which arrived in the Month 
cf April. But the fecond, which arrived not a 
month after, was expreffed in fuch ambiguous 
terms, as might eafily be conftrued by a party- 
{fpirit into a difapprobation of it. 




















D,3-—Extraét of the Company s General Letter 
to Bengal. 





Dated 19 June 1761. 
[J PON perufal of the faid feveral letters and 


papers, we have the agreeable fatisfaction of 
finding, that the great revolution in the Subafhip 
therein mentioned has been, and is likely to prove 
greatly advantageous to the Company. We have 
not now t'me to enter into any particulars on this 
happy event, and can therefore only recommend 
and leave it so you to aét in fuch manner as fhall 
be moft for the Company’s intereft. 

We clearly fee “that this revolution has been 
happily brought about, principally by the good 
conduét and addrefs of our Prefident Van Sittart, 
and we accordingly fincerely and heartily return 
him our thanks, for his great feryvices and difinter- 
efted behaviour on this occafion. 


















Extract of the Companys General 
Letter to Bengal. 


Dated 30 Sept. 1761. 


D, 3.a. 


FI IS is the third revolution in Bengal, 
wherein the very being of the Company has 
been, and from their confequences may {till be 
at a ftake. Your advancing Jaffeir Aly Cawn 
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to the Subafhip, in the room of Serajyah Doula, 
was undoubtedly a necefflary meafure, as well for 
the good of the country in general, as the intereft 
of the Company in particular. Your afterwards 
depofing Jaffeir Aly Cawn, and fettling Coffim 
Aly Cawn in his room, we hope alfo was done 
with the fame view, upon this prefumption and 
confidence, that no other motives es i had 
any influence upon you. We mutt look on the 
meafures purfued on this occafion as unavoidable, 
at the fame time we cannot help obferving, that 
it is by the great regard the Company have always 
had to a faithful obfervance of their agreements ; 
they have acquired, and hitherto preferved, a re- 
putation with the Natives of India. We could 
have wifhed therefort the fituation of affairs would 
have admitted keeping terms with Jaffeir Aly 
Cawn, that even the lIeaft handle for a pretence 
might not have been offered to prejudiced people 
to make ufe of, to throw any reflection upon the 
tranfactions. 


E,3. — Extraé cof a Lştter from 
Fiaftings fo the Governor. 




















itr. 





Dated Mongheer, 14 July 1762. 


Informed -you ‘fome time ago, that the natural 
inference, which might be drawn from the 
extract of tire laft letter from the Company, was 
ío little in favour of the Nabob, orthe lait revolu- 
tion, that I had evaded giving him a tranflation of 
it, and only told him, that the Company had ap- 
plauded the meattrres which had been taken in his 
promotion, and recommended the {itricteft union 
and harmony with the new Nabob, for a preven- 
tion of the like neceffity, and for the credit of our 
faith, Not many days after, the Nabob himfelf 

N 4 repeated 











ta ORIGINAL PAPERS 


repeated to me the whole fubftance of that extract 
with fuch heightenings, as a party {pirit would na- 
turally give to it, and told me, that Mr. Ellis had 
declared, that this difapprobation of the revolution 
would be followed by an order from the Company to 
overfet it, and that he expected great changes when 
the next fhip arrived. The Nabob’s good fenfe 
made it no dificult matter-for me to fatisfy him 
how improbable fuch an event was; but I men- 
tion this only to fhew, how every occafion is 
catched at to fupport the credit of an inveterate 
faction, and, I fuppofe, this will hardly be at- 
tributed to the Nabob’s invention, or that of the 
people about him. 









F,3.—Copy of a Letter frum the Governor 
and Council (Mef: Van Sittart, M‘Gwire, 
and Way) fo Mr. Haftings. - 3 


Dated 8 July. 1762. 





E have received a letter from Mr. Ellis, 
) advifing us of the Nabob’s refufal of. his 
vilit, and the Prefédent at the fame time acquaint- 
ed us with the reafons the Nabob gave you for 
this refufal. We have received alfo another letter 
from Mr. Ellis of the twenty-fifth, advifing us, 
that Rajah Nobit Roy, upon his appointment to 
the Neabut of the Bahar Frovince, was forbid by 
the Nabob to pay him the ufual compliment of 
a vifit. 

The fum of the Nabob’s reafons is thts, that 
having had indignities offered him by Mfr. Ellis, 
and having made public complaints againft him, 
he thought it would be abfurd to receive a friend- 
ly vifit from him. We mentioned in our [aft let- 
ter to you the reafons given by Mr. Ellis for thofe 
proceedings, of which the Nabob fo much com- 
plaia 
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plains, viz. his fending Seapoys to Mongheer, 
and his feizing Coja Antoon. We fhall not now 
repeat thofe reafons, as it is not our intention to 
call to mind old fubjeéts of difpute, but rather to 
fhew the Nabob through your means the neceffi- 
ty of forgetting them, and endeavouring to eíta- 
blifh a general good underftanding. 

We may fay, both of the Nabob and Mr. El- 
lis, that they have been too ready to give credit 
to reports injurious to each other, and this, it is 
eafy to fee, has been the reafon why things, in 
themfelves of little confequence, have been made 
objects of fo violent contefts. If facts are exag- 
gerated by reports in the compafs of thefe Pro- 
vinces, what may we not expect to be faid of them 
in other parts of Indoftan’ Certainly, nothing 
lefs than that the difputes between the Nabob and 
the Enelifh Chief at Patna, foretel a breach of the 
friendfhip between the two governments, and this 
“may encourage his enemies and our’s to attempts, 
which otherwife they would not dare to medi- 
tate ; nay, this has always been the Nabob’s own 
argument, anda very juft one, although he now 
feems to confider itas a private quarrel between 
him and Mr. Ellis. We think it can by no means 
be regarded in this light, becaufe in its confe- 
quences it muft affect the publick; for if fuch a 
rooted ill-will between the Nabob and one of the 
Company’s principal fervants is fuffered to prevail, 
the evil cannot but increafe,. and the flame f{pread 
daily, more of the dependents of each govern- 
ment will infenfibly adopt the notions of each par- 
ty, and fucceffion of prejudiced minds will arife 
prepared to take every opportunity of fomenting 
the quarrel, and rendering it at length irrecon- 
cileable. We defire, therefore, that you will ufe 
your utmoft endeavour, by the arguments which 
we have now mentioned, and all others that may 

occur 
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occur to you, to difpofe the Nabob ferioufly and 
heartily to do his part towards the difpelling of 
all animofities; we have as ftrenuoufly recom- 
mended to Mr. Ellis to do his part, fo that we 
hope a cordial and friendly intercourfe may in fu- 
ture fubfift between them. 
But fhould this, contrary to our hopes, be found 
-Aimpracticable, we fhall at leaft expect, that the dif- 
putes between them be fo far accommodated as to 
be concealed from the world, and that all the ufual 
ceremonies and public marks of refpect be recipro- 
cally paid and received. So much is abfolutely ne- 
cefiary both for the Nabob’s reputation and the 
Company’s, and we may add, that the fafety and 
tranquillity of the Nabob’s government is more 
particularly concerned. Mer. Ellis, by propofing 
a vifit to the Nabob on his arrival at Patna, paid 
‘the refpect due from his ftation to the rank of 
the Subah, and we hope the Nabob, after hav- 
ing this pur advice explained to him, will not a- 
gain omit the compliment due from him to a 
member of this Board. 
















































F,3-a.—Copy of a Letter from the Governor 
and Council Me] Van Sittart, MG wire, 
and Way) to Mr. Ellis. 


Dated 8 July 1762. 


E have received your letterg of the 23d 
and 25th inftant; the firft, advifing of 
the Nabob’s refufing your vifit; the other, of his 
forbidding Nobut Roy to pay you that compliment 
upon his appointment to the Neabut of the Bahar 
Province. Mr. Haftings tranfmitted tothe Prefi- 
dent by the Nabob’s defire his reafons for refufing 
your vifit; of thefe we fend you a copy, and pur- 
pofely avoid entering. into any debate upon them 
a3 
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as, inftead of recalling paft difputes, we are endea- 
vouring to fhew the Nabob and you, the neceffity 
of having them entirely forgot, and a general 
good harmony eitablifhed. f 
Inclofed, we fend you a copy of our inítruc- 
tions to Mr. Haftings on this fubject. T he reafons 
therein contained, will convince you how much the 
tranquillity of the country, and confequently the 
good of the Company is interefted in putting: an 
end to thefe animofities. An intercourfe between 
the Nabob and you, fo far as regards your public 
character, is abfolutely neceffary, and we fhall al- 
ways infift on; but we wifh for more, and ftrenu- 
oufly recommend to you, to let nothing be want- 
ing on your part to eftablifh a hearty friendfhip 
between you. 

Mr. Ellis, infteadsof complying with fo falutary 
an advice, perfifted always in the fame violent 
fentiments, and wrote the following anfwer to the 
Board. 


jee el ae 


























Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis 


to the Governcr and Council. 


Dated 23 July 1762. 





FIA VE been favoured with your’s of the 
T Sth, inclofing an extract of Mr. Haftings’s 
fetter to the Prefident, anda copy of your inftruc- 
tions to that gentleman, which I fincerely wifh 
may have the defired effeét, but fear the Nabob 
has acted too long without controul to liften now 
to any advice however falutary. 

‘Though I never hope to be on a footing of 
friendfhip or intimacy with the Nabob, yet know- 
ing how necefiary it was for the Company’s affairs, 
and more particularly fo for his own, to fave ap- 
pearances, I did not think he would have refufed 
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an interview, which inftead of occafioning 2 
quarrel, as he abfurdly obferves, might perhaps 
have laid the foundation of a future good under- 
{tanding ; but it feems he can conftrue the occafion 
of complaints that have arifen, either into a pub- 
lick concern, or a private quarrel with Mr. Ellis, 
as may beft fuit his own conveniency. 

Any overtures that the Nabob may make to- 
wards a reconciliation I fhall readily embraces but 
after the manner in which I have been treated by 
him, none can come from me without being great- 
ly derogatory to the publick character, I have at 
prefent the honour to bear. 

Rajah Nobut Roy has been permitted to pay 
me the compliment of a vifit, which I have re- 
turned. 


Cs 53. 











Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hatftings 


to the Governor. 





Dated Bauglepoor, 25 April, 1762. 









Beg, leave to lay before you a grievance which 
loudly calls for redrefs, and will, unlefs duly 
attended to, render ineffecétual any endeavours to 
create a firm and lafting harmony between the Na- 
bob and the Company. I mean, the oppreffion 
committed under the fanctionof the Englhifh name, 
and through the want of fpirit in the Nabob’s 
fubjects to oppofe them. This evil I am well af 
fured is not confined to our dependenrs alone, but 
is practifed all over the country by people falfely 
afiuming the habits of our Seapoys, or calling 
themfelves our Gomaftahs. As on fucl.occafions, 
the great power of the Eng!ih intimidates the 
people from making any refiftance ; fo on the other 
hand, theindolence of the Bengalees, or the dif- 
ficulty of gaining accefs to thofe who might do them 
juttice, prevents our having knowledge of the 
opprefliaris 
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eppreffions, and encourages their continuance to 
the great, though unmerited fcandal of our go- 
vernment. 

I have been furprized to meet with feveral 
Englifth flags flying in places which I have pafied, 
and on the river i do not believe that I pafied a 
boat without one. By whatever title they have 
been afflumed (for I could only truft to the infor- 
mation of my eyes, without ttopping to afk quefti- 
ons) I am fure their frequency can bode no good 
to the Nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the country, 
or the honour of our nation, but evidently tend 
to leffen each of them. 

A party of Seapoys who were on the march be- 
fore us, afforded fufficient proofs of the rapacious 
and infolent fpirit of thofe people where they are 
left to their own difcretion. Many complaints a- 
gainft them were made me on the road, and moft 
of the petty towns and ferais were deferted at our 
approach, and the fhops fhut up from the appre- 
henfion of the fame treatment from us. 

You are fenfible, Sir, that it is from fuch little 
irregularities, too trivial perhaps for publick com- 
plaint, and continually repeated, that the country 
people are habituated to entertain the moft unfa- 
vourable notions of our government, and by them 
the Englifh credit fuffers much more, than by mat- 
ters which are made of greater confequence in the 
debates betweer the~-Nabeb and us. 

You have already pointed out one method by 
which the truth of the complaints againft our Go- 
matftahs may be enquired into and redrefied, which 
I fhall not f2il to reprefent in a proper manner to 
the Nabob. But nothing I fear will reach the 
root of trhefe evils, till fome certain boundary be 
fixed between the Nabob’s authority and our pri- 


vileses. 
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Was I to fuppofe myfelf in the place of the 
Wabob, I fhould not be at a lofs in what manner 
to protect my own fubjects or fervants from in- 
fults; but whilft the principle prevails, that no 
point (however little beneficial to ourfelves) is to 
be given up to the Nabob, and that his authority 
fhould upon every occafion be checked for the íe- 
curity of our own; I fhould hardly venture to 
tropofe to any one, befides yourfelf, to reftrain 
the power of our Gomattahs to the immediate 
concerns of the Company or their fervants, to 
which we ourfelves are limited by our Firmaun 
and our treaty with the Nabobs; and where any 
perfons affuming the Englifh name are guilty of 
aéts of violence or oppreffion to any of the Na- 
bob’s fubjeéts, and within Fis jurifdiction, that 
the Magiftrates take fuch” meatures as his office 
and the matters in queftion may require, for pre- 
venting them without making any diiftinction, in 
fuch cafes, betwixt our agents and the dependents 
of the Zovernment. 

As the power of executing juftice mufl be lodg- 
ed fomewhere, and our fervants if injured have 
always the means of appealing, we may be cer- 
tain, that the magiftrates will be very cautious how 
they give any Tuch caufe for complaint as may 
endanger their difmiffion, which fhould be infift- 
ed on as the flighteft punifhment for any notorious 
perverfion of juftice. 

With regard to the abufe of our flag in de- 
frauding the government of its duties, I know 
no method fo likely to prove effectual as thofe 
which have been repeatedly recommended, and 
which it is needlefs for me to mention. 

I fhall forbear faying any ching fully to the 
Nabob concerning the complaints againft our 
people, till I am favoured with your further 


opinion on this fubject, that I may know trom 
thence 



































Relative to the Difurbances in BENGAL. 191% 


thence how far I am to proceed towards fettling 
this point with the Nabob, and preventing aH 
future difficulties that may arife from the prefent 
uncertain and perplexed fituation of ‘affairs be- 
tween us. 


Fa, 3- 











Extraé of a Letter from the Go- 
wernor to Mr. Hattings. 





Dated 2 May 1762. 


N INCE I wrote you laft I have been favour- 
ed with your’s of the 18th of April from 
Dewanferai, 23d from Shahabad, and 25th ftom 
Bauzplepoor. The obfervations contained in the 
lait concerning the unyjuit authority exercifed all 
over the country in the Englifh name deferves- 
immediate attention. Indeed, I have alwaysthought 
it a great grievance, injurious to the Nabobin his 
revenues and government, and to us in our repu- 
tation. You know too that I have done all in my 
ower to remedy it. I have frequently requefted 
af the Nabob, to make the Darogas of the Cha- 
Keys do their duty more carefully, and oblige every: 
‘beat to produce my, Duftuck, or that of the Chief 
of one of our factories ; and wu:iere no Duftuck: 
appears, to ítop them till they pay the cuftoms. 
Ihe Nabob wrote me that the Darggas of his 
Chokeys were afraid to ftop a boat with Englifh 
colours, and that the Peons in the boats woulgi not 
{top > whereypon I fent him according to his re- 
queft thirty Duftucks or Orders under my hand 
and feal, importing that all boats fhould be ftopr, 
and either produce their Duftucks, or pay the du- 
tics. 
Very likely the Darogas of the Chokeys are 
unfit for their office. They fhould be men capa- 
ble of diftinguifhing a real Duftuck from a coun- 


terfeit, 
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terfeit, and of judging by the date whether it has 
been already returned and fallacioufly made ufe 
of a fecond time; to prevent which, an endorfe- 
ment fhould be made at every Chokey upon every 
Duftuck that pafies ; and where a boat carries Eng- ` 
lifh colours without having a Duftuck, it fhould 
be ftopt, and the property particularly enquired 
into ; and if it is found to belong to a fubjeét of 
the Nabob, Ithink he would do right toconfifcate 
the whole; if to a fubject of our’s, the Daroga 
fhould fend it back with a guard to the firft Englifh 
factory, with a letter to the Chief, defiring, that 
the flag might be taken away, and the Proprietors, 
Peon, or Mangee, who was guilty of the abufe, 
punifhed. 

I really can think of no other precautions for 
putting a ftop to this evil, unlefs it be to place 
Chokeys of my own at convenient diftances, with 
writers furnifhed with the above-mentioned in- 
ftru€tions for examining the Duftucks, &c. and 
which, 1f the Nabob thinks it will be ufeful, I am 
ready to do at fuch places as he fhalł point out. 

‘The number of the boats fhould likewife be 
compared with the Duftuck, and the quantity of 
goods in each boat examined with as much exacti- 
tude as the nature of them will admit ; and where 
it is found to exceed the quantity mentioned in the 
Duftuck, the overplus fhould be con fifcated. 

The extravagant power fee up by our Go- 
maftahs, in many parts of the country, 1s an a- 
bufe equally demanding redrefs ; and it would be 
but juft and fair to defire the Nabob to order his 
Fougedars and other officers to take cognizance of 
thofe irregularities, and prevent by force (if ne- 
ceflary) their interfering; in any affair of the go- 
vernment. Could thefe Fougedars and other of- 
ficers be depended on, and we be afifured they 
would :t make ufe of that force to take pHi 
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the Weavers, and otherwife impede the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs ; I fhhould immediately advife and 
confent to this meafure, which indeed is the na- 
tural, and I fear the only effectual remedy, and is 
what the Nabob has an undoubted right to do. 
I will cry what effect a frefh and {trict order to 
all our Gomafttahs and fubordinates may have, 
towaids preventing their intertering.in the affairs 
of the country ; and let the Nabob order his offi- 
cers to be full and particular in reprefenting to me 
any circumftances of their mifbehaviour, directing 
them at the fame time not to fufter the Gomatitahs 
or their Peors, to feize or judge between any in- 
habitants of the country excepting the Company’s 
Weavers, nor to taks any Offices in the country, 
as Izaradars, Wadadars, &c. “Dhefe I hope may 
be fome iteps towards redreffing this grievance 5 
and let the Nabob’s officers on their part be cau- 
tioned not to opprefs the Company’s Weavers, or 
in any manner interrupt their bufinefs. j 

I will order a lift to be given in of all the Com- 
pany’s Gomattahs, with the places of their refi- 
dence from Calcutta, and all the fubordinates. 
Thefe may be permitted to have fuch a flag at the 
place of their refidence, but all other Englifh Go- 
matftahs fhali be forbid to fet up flags in any part 
of the country. 

An order is already m: de and publifhed, for- 
bidding any Europeans from going up the country 
without firft applying for leave, to the Prefident 
and Council, and giving fecurity for their good 
behaviour, and that they will not meddle in the 
affairs of she country. Act the fame time we have 
directed lifts to be given of all that are at prefent 
in the country by the gentlemen who employ 
them, and the fame order we have fent to all the 
fubordinates, and all who cannot produce fecurity 
for their good behaviour fhall be called away. 

© T heie 
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Thefe regulations I had an opportunity of for- 
warding, upon a complaint made againfit one 
Mr. Ivie at Raugegunge, who 1s ordered down 
to Calcutta for pretending to decide cautes between 


the inhabitants. 
Read all this letter to the INabob, and affure 


him, I will do what more may be neceflary to give 
him full authority over his government. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Hraft- 


ings fo the Governor. 


















I, 3.— 


Sarferam, 18 May 1762. 


Explained to the Nabok what you wrote to 
me concerning the abafe of the Englifh name 
and authority, and the expedients propofed for their 
removal, which I extracted from your letter, and 
gave him written under the following heads. 3 

I. Fhat ftriét orders be given -to all the Drogas 

of the Chokeys, to require every Englifh_ boat 
that paffes co produce a Duftuck under the feal of 
the government, or any Chief of the fubordinate 
factories; and in cafe of a refufal, that they 
compel the bout by force to bring to. 
II. That every boat with Englifh colours, and 
not having a Duftuck be ftopt ; and if the goods 
be Englifh property, that notice be given to the 
Chief of the neareft faétory, that it may be in- 
quired into; but if it be the property of a fub- 
jeét of the Sircar, that the Nabob take what no- 
tice of it he may think proper. 

III. That ftrict orders be given to the officers 
and Fougedars of the Sircar, if any Englifh Go- 
maftah commit any act of oppreffion, or interfere 
in the affairs of the government, to forbid them ; 
and if they refufe to hear reafon, to ufe force to 
make them defift. 
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IV. That ftriét orcers have been fent from 
the Prefidency, that none of the Gomattahs or 
feryvants of the factories intermeddle with the af- 
fairs of the government 3; and that the officers of 
the Sircar be hkewile ftrictly enjoined not to ob- 
{truct the Company’s bufinefs, or opprefs the peo- 
ple employed in it. 

V. That no grants of Wadadarees, Farms, 
or other offices of the government be allowed to 
the Company’s Gomattahs. 

VI. That the Company’s Gomafttahs fhall be 
allowed an Engli flag at the place of their refi- 
dence, but no private Gomaftahs fhall have an 
Englifh flag, or afflume any diftincétion from the 
Finglifh name. 

Vil: That Dy au Garder from the Prehiidency, 
no European fhall he employed in the country 
without a permiffion from the Board, and giving 
fecurity that he will not interfere in any affairs of 
the government. 

Upon the two firft heads the Nabob remarked, 
that it was to no purpofe for him to give fuch 
orders to his officers though backed with your 
Duftucks, fince both have proved ineffectual to 
re{train the prefumption of our people, who fel- 
dom chufe to produce their Duttucks ; and if 
the officer acts as his duty requires him, a com- 
plaint is inftantly fent to the next factory of the 
infolence of the Crnokeys, the indignity offered 
to our flag, and the infringement of our Duftucks. 
Sea poys are difpatched to feize the offender, and 
others dreading the like treatment let pafs all boats 
iadifcrimiierurcely, and amongpit them many that 
nave no Wultucks. 

in the 3d article I have deviated a little from 
your inftructions, as I believe you will be convinc- 
ed that the Gomattahs are not to be kept in awe 
by threats alone ; but {cme coervice power muit 
| O 2 be 
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be allowed the Magiftrates, without which, the 
Gomaftahs knowing the difficulry of finding out 
the truth of facts a remote from our enquiries, 
will be continually interrmeddling in mattérs which 
do not concern them, having no one to oppote 
them. I make no doubt but the officers of the 
government will be tempted, as they have many 
times done, to abufe their authority ; but the 
Company’s bufinefs and the Englifh name will 
fuffer lefs by a few inftances of this kind, than by 
the unlimited power fo often affumed by our A- 
gents. An example made of the firt attempts 
of the Magiftrates to opprefs our people will inti- 
midate others; but to have every little grievance 
on either fade referred to the Nabob, or yourfelf, 
will be a fource of perpesual difagreement, and 
the enquiries will be found fo perplexed, that I 
doubt if any redrefs will be obtained on either fide. 

Wotwithftanding this alteration, the propofal is 
not fatisfaétory to the Nabob, fo long as a power is 
lodged in the gentlemen of our factories on every 
complaint of the Gomaftahs, to fend out parties 
of Seapoys againft fuch as they pretend have mií- 
behaved to them. This evil therefore is firft to 
be redrefied. 

To the sth, the Nabob gives his entire aflent 5 
and defires, that the Gomattahs and all others un- 
der our protećtion be forbid to take or folicit offices 
under the government, which he has found very 
detrimental to the peace of the country. 

The 6th, I hope expreffes your intentions, as 
the private Gomaftahs have no need of the pro- 
tection of the Englifh name to carry om their be. 
finefs at the Aurungs, nor caneclatm any privilege 
above other traders, befides that of bringing away 
their goods when provided with the Company’s 
Dutftuck. 
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To thefe the Nabob defired another article might 
be added, though implicitly included in the fore- 
going, viz. That the Gomafttahs fhall not force 
their goods on his fubjects again{ft their will, or at 
their own prices, nor compel the workmen to pro- 
vide goods for them at unreafonable rates, but that 
every man be left at his own option to buy or fell 
as he finds his advantage in either. 

As the Nabob has no objeétions to any of the 
means, which you have fo often propofed, for pre- 
venting the difputes between his people and the 
Company’s, but only tothe want of a proper au- 
thority to enforce the execution of them, he de- 
fires, that whatever regulations you may judge ne 
ceflary for the abcye end, may be drawn up in 
form, and fent him wth the feal of the Company, 
and if your name added to it be not fufficient to 
prevent future cavils, that it be figned likewife by 
the reft of the Council. Such a warrant will limit, 
beyond the poffibility of a difpute, the extent of 
our privileges and his authority, and point out 
the means by which he may preferve his govern- 
ment entire, without incurring the imputation of 
trampling on the rights of the Company. 


Koz- Extract of a Letter from tbe Go- 
vyernor fo Mira EFElaltings. 











Dated 27 June 1762. 





T is a natural right, which the Nabob has in 
common with all other governments, to pre- 
vent by orce, if fair means fail, any injury being 
done to his fubjećts by any other períon. Jt would 
be almoít abfurd to give a confent to this by any 
public act; and perhaps not quite proper, for fear 
of encouraging too much the government’s people 
go exercife this right fometimes perhaps in an un- 
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juft caufe. But wherever unlawful attempts are 
made by our people, the officers of the govern- 
ment muft prevent them, by fair means if pomt- 
ble ; if not oppofe them by force, and it is what 
no reafonable man can complain of. 








L, oe of a Letter from the Na- 
ob zo rhe Governor. 


Received about the Monthof May 1762. 


FOU write me, that there muft be mifchie- 

vous men about me, who, by their flanders, 
want to ftir up enmity between me and the Englifh 
gentlemen, that I fhouid fearch out thofe promo- 
ters of diffention, and bring,.them to due punifh- 
ment. 

Sir, from the time that I entered into an agree- 
ment with you, and marched out of ‘the Bengal 
Province to thefe parts, I never infringed the trea- 
ty by obftructing a fingle perfon, gentleman, or 
Seapoy, or boat, or commodity. of your’s, nor 
have I fent a fingle Peon for the cuftomary com- 
miffions from the diftriéts which I granted to the 
Company, but have entirely left off concerning 
myfelf about thofe diftri¢éts, and have not once 
wrote to yeu on any affair relative to them. Since 
then nothing has been done on my part, which 
might difturb the friendfhip and treaty fubfifting 
between us, how can there le any reom about my 
perfon for diffentions and mifchievous men? And 
this is the way your gentlemen behave; they m ake 
a difturbance all over my country, plumder tne 
people, injure and difgrace my fervants with are- 
folution to expofe my government to contempt, 
and from the borders of Indoftan to Calcutta 
make it their bufinefs to expote me to fcorn. In 
every Pergunnah and every village, they have e 
itaolifhed 
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ftablifhed ten or twenty new Faé¢tories, and fetting 
up the colours, and fhewing the Duftucks of the 
Company, they ufe their utmoft endeavours to op- 
pofe the ryots, merchants, and other people of the 
country. The Duftucks for fearching the boats, 
which you formerly favoured me with, and which 
I fent to every Chokey, the Englifhmen by no 
means regard, but bring fhame and difgrace up- 
on my people, holding themfelves in readinefs to 
beat and abufe them. Having eftablifhed thefe 
new Factories, they carry on fuch bufinefs as the 
Company never heard of, and every Bengal Go- 
mattah makes a difturbance at every Factory, and 
thinks himfelf not inferior to the Company. In 
every Pergunnah, every village, and every Fac- 
tory, they buy and fell falt, betel-nut, ghee, rice, 
{traw, bamboos, fifh, gunnies, ginger, fugar, to- 
bacco, opium, and many other things more than 
I can write, and which I think it needlefs to men- 
tion. They forcrbly take away the goods, and 
commodities of the ryots, merchants, &c. for a 
fourth part of their value, and by ways of vio- 
lence and oppreffion they oblige the ryots, &c. to 
give five rupees for goods which are worth but one 
rupee; and for the fake of five rupees they bind 
and difgrace an Afama, who pays me an hundred 
rupees Malguzaree, and they allow not any au- 
thority to my fervants. Near four .or five hun- 
dred new Factories have been eftablifhed in my 
dominions, and it is impoffible to exprefs what 
difturbances are made in every Pattory, and how 
the inhabitants are opprefied. The officers of 
diftriét have defifted from the exercife of 

their tunétions, fo that by means of thefe op- 
preffions, and my being deprived of my duties, I 
fuffer a yearly lofs of near twenty-five lacks of ru- 
pees. In this cafe, how can I keep clear of debts ? 
Flow can I provide fer the payment of my tribute 
O 4 te 
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to the King, and for the expences of my armyand 
my houfhold ? In the Pergunnah of Dinagepoor, of 
which I have appointed and fent Ramnautr Bahdree 
collector, befides the old Factory twenty new ones 
have been eftablifhed in one * Gunge. I have 
fent for your information a litt fpecifying the num- 
ber of the Factories, and the names of the Goma- 
{ftahs, which I received from the faid colleétor: 
and every one of thefe Gomaftahs has fuch power 
that he imprifons the collector, and deprives him 
of all authority whenever he pleafes. Therefore 
I defire you will fpeedily put a ftop to this me- 
thod of buying and felling ftraw, bamboos, &c. 
which the Company never practifed. As I never 
interfere in any of the diftriéts which I gave up 
to the Company, it is proper «hat in like manner 
you, and the Chiefs, and other Englifhmen, fhould 
not interfere in any of the diftricts, which by your 
favour belong to me. By the grace of Gop, I 
neither have tranf{greffed, nor do, nor will tranf- 
greís the*treaty and agreement which I have made; 
why then do the Chiefs and other Englifhmen 
render my government contemptible, and employ 
themfelves in bringing a lofs upon me? Be kind 
enough to take thefe matters into confideration 
without delay, for they expofe my- government ta 
{fcorn, and are of the greatef{t detriment to me. 














i,3.a.§ —— Tranflation.of a Letter from the 
INabob fe zbe Governor. 





Received in April 1762 


OU write me, that ** as the Provinces Me tree 

‘s+ from difturbance all mēn have engaged 
= in trade, that this is a means af benefiting the 
ryots, 





* A large Market. 
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cec ryots, and rendering the country populous ; that 
«= J fhould fully inform you of the names of all 
< fuch as lay afide their trade, and give interrup- 
* tion to my bufinefs, together with the particu- 
ec Jars of their proceedings, and that you will pu- 
** nilh them sccording to their delerts.” 

It is true, that by the flourifhing of trade, and 
the free intercourte of merchants a country is ren- 
dered populous; but the Gomattahs who have 
gone into the country, on the part of your gen- 
tlemen, regardlefs of what any one fays to them, 
infolently ule violent means to Carry on their traf- 
fick ; and wherever a Gunge or Golah has been 
ettablifhed they act as Zemindars, “‘Taalacdars, 
and Renters, and leave my officers no authority 
and befides this, they fend other people’s goods 
with their own, under the protection of their Du- 
{tuck. As you have defired me to write you the 
particulars of the oppreffions of your Gomaftahs, 
after the arrival of Mr. Haftftings, I will fend you 
a circumftantial account of them. 


L,3-b.—Tranflation of a Letter from Syed Re- 
jab Aly, Zemindar of Burbezzo Pergunnah. 


Received about the Middle of the Year 1762. 


RO M the beginning, the Company’s Fac- 

i ' tory kras been Tn Beelcoochy, and a cloth 
bufinefs has been carried onthere, and I do not 
negleét doing to the utmott of my power whate- 
ever the Gomattahs of the Factory defire, nor was 
= ©ppreiiion practifed: Whcever traded in 
copper, toothenague, or cotton, which was fent 
to the Factory by the Company, traded freely and 
at the market-price. INow from Calcutta, Dacca, 
Cheelmary, and Rungamatty, numbers of LE. ng- 
lifhmen and merchants, and the people of Mont. 
Chevalier, 
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Chevalier, &c. bring into the Pergunna, copper, 
roothenague, cotton, tinkall, falt, betel-nut, to- 
bacco, rice, muggadroties, Seringa boats, lack, 
{ticklack, damma, dried fifh, &c. and all thefe 
people, affuming the name of the Company, force 
the ryots, who never dealt in fuch commodities, 
to purchafe them at an exorbitant price. Befides 
this, they violently exact large fums for prefents 
and for their Peons expences, and take at a low 
rate whatever oil, &c. they buy. By means of 
thefe oppreffions, the merchants, picars, ryots, 
&c. of the Pergunnah have taken to flight, and 
che Hauts, Gauts, Gunges, and Golahs are en- 
tirely ruined. Moreover, they prevent the ryots 
from carrying on their bufinefs, they rob and plun- 
der them wherever they meet them on the road, and 
giving colours and certificates to the merchants of 
other Pergunnahs, who formerly paid duties, they 
will not fuffer any to be taken from them, and 
the Zemindar’s people reverencing the name of 
the Company cannot obftruct them. “Through 
thefe oppreffions the revenues of the government 
have been abfolutely ruined, and the Company’s 
bufinefs obftruéted. Being without redrefs, I fend 
you a Vackeel, with a reprefentation of the ftate 
of the Pergunna, he will inform you of all parti- 
culars. I hope, that regarding my diftreffed con- 
dition, you will fend a Seapoy with a Duftuck to 
take my country under his protection, and will 
order the Gomattahs of Beelcoochy Factory to 
put a ftop to the power of fuch as trade by force 
and oppreffion, to make every one refund what 
profits he has exaéted by violence, to put @ Tei 
fion and injuftice to flight, and toehave the Com- 
pany’s bufinefs carried on as formerly. I have ac- 
quainted the Vackeel with the particulars, and he 
will inform you of them. 


























L.,3.c.—T7gxfia- 
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1.,3.c.—Tranflation of a Letter from Doola~ 
bram zo the Nabob. 


“AHE trade of the falt and buttywood in the 
Chucla of Sillet, has for a long while been 
granted to me, in confideration of which I pay a 
yearly rent of forty thoufand caouns of cowries 5; 
but now Mr. .... and Chundermun, and Coja 
Bercab Englifh Gomattahs,having brought a large 
quantity of falt into the aforefaid Chucla, oblige 
my Gomattahs by force and oppreffion to purchafe 
it at an exorbitant price; and having by violent 
means taken the buttywood trade into their own 
hands, they have puta {top to my bufinets, where- 
by I fuffer a very. great lofs ; yet the Fougedar has 
oppreffively exacted from me the ufual rents, plun- 
dering my houfe, and forcing me from my home, 
and my Gomatfttahs, by reafon of the oppreffions of 
the Enelifh Gomattahs, and the rigor and violence 
with which the Malguzaree is exacted, have taken 
to flight. I therefore hope, you will do me the 
favour to order a Perwana to be wrote to the Fou- 
gedar, either to put a {top to the power of the 
Englifh Gomaftftahs, or elfe mot to demand the 
rents from me. 


M32. Copy əf a Letter from Sergeant 
Brego fo the Governor. 




















Dated Backergunge, 25 May 1762. 


HE fituation of affairs at this place obliges 
me to apply to your honour, for inftruc- 
tions for my farther proceedings. | 
My inftructions which I brought here were, that 
in cafe any Europeans or their fervants committed 
any diforders they were to be fent to Calcutta, 
notre 
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notwithftanding any pretence they fhall make for 
fo doing. 

Notwithitanding the rigour of thefe orders, if 
have ever made it my bufinefs (when any thing 
trifling happened) to endeavour by gentle means 
to perfuade the gentlemens Gomaftahs here to 
act in a peaceable manner, which although re- 
peated feveral times has had no effect, but on the 
contrary, has occafioned their writing complaints 
of me to their refpective matters, that I obftruct 
them in their bufinefs and ill ufed them, and in 
return I have received menacing ietters from íe- 
veral gentlemen, threatening, if I interfere with 
their tervants, to ufe fuch meafures as I may re- 
pent ; nor have the gentlemen only done this, their 
very Gomafttahs have made it publick here, thatin 
cafe I {top them in any proceeding, they will ufe 
the fame methods, for the truth of which I have 
good proofs. 

Now, Sh, I am to inform you, what I have 
obftructed them in; this place was of great trade 
formerly, but now brought to nothing by the fol- 
lowing practices. j 

A gentleman fend% a Gomaftah here to buy or 
fell; he immediately looks on himfelf as fufficient 
to force every inhabitant either to buy his goods, 
or fell him their’s; and on refufal (in cafe of non- 
capacity) a flogging or confinement immediately 
enfues. This is not fufficient even when willing 3 
but a fecond force is made ufe of, which is to en- 
@rofs the different branches of trade to themfelves, 
and not to fuffer any perfons to buy or fell the ar- 
ticles they trade in, and if the country pecpi do 
it, then arepetition of their authority is put in 
practice ; and again, what things they purchafe, 
they think the leaft they can dois to take them 
for a confiderable deal lefs than another mer- 
chant, and ofrentimes refufe paying that, and 

| my 
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my interfering occafions an immediate com- 
plaint. 

Thefe and many other oppreffions more than 
can be related, which are daily ufed by the Bengal 
CSomattahs, is the reafon that this place is grow- 
ing deftitute of inhabitants. Every day num- 
bers Jeave the town to feek a refidence more fafe, 
and the very markets, which before afforded plenty, 
do hardly now produce a thing of ule, their Peons 
being allowed to force poor people; and if the 
Jemmadar Offers to preventit, he 1s threatened to 
be ufed in the fame manner. 

Before, juftice was given in the publick, but 
now every Gomatftah is become a judge, and 
every one’s houfe a Cutcherry; they even pafs 
fentences on the jJemidars themfelves, and draw 
money from them for pretended injuries, fuch as 
a quarrel with fome of their Peons, or their hav- 
ing, as they affert, ftole fomething, which is more 
likely to have been taken by theirown veople ; but 
allowing they were robbed, I believe no Go- 
maftah’s authority extends fo far as to take his own 
fatisfaction on the government. 

Having thus far acquainted your Honour with 
the behaviour of the Gomaftahs here, I am to 
requet your Eionour’s intereft, that in cafe I am 
to put your orders in execution, I may be bore 
harmlefs therein, and I beg leave to conclude, 
being with all refpects, &c. 


ivi, 3.a. 








Tranflation of a Letter from Ma- 
homed Aly z2 the Governor. 


Received the beginning of Oct. 1762. 


IS Excellency, the Nabob, was pleafed to 
appoint me Colleétor of the Pergunnahs 
in the province of Dacca o but feveral people of 
that 
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that place have ingratiated themfelves in the fa- 
vour of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and Dacca 
factories, and greatly detrimented the affairs. To 
this purport his Excellency has wrote you, and di- 
rected me to acquaint you with every thing rela- 
ting to the gentlemen ot the factory. “Therefore 
I now lay the whole before you, and fend by 
Mirza Myfudeen a Perwanah from his Excellency 
which he will prefent to you. In the firft place, 
a number of merchants have made friends with 
the people of the factory, hoift Englifh colours on 
their boats, and carry away their goods under 
pretence of their being Englifh property, by which 
means the Shawbunders and other cuitoms are 
greatly detrimented. Secondly, The Gomattahs 
of Luckypoor and Dacca fatctoties oblige the 
merchants, &c. to take Tobacco, Cotton, Iron, 
and fundry other things, at a price exceeding that 
of the Bazar, and then extort the money from 
them by force ; befides which, they take diet-mo- 
ney for the Peons, and make them pay a fine for 
breaking their agreement. By thefe proceedings 
the Aurungs and other places are ruined. ‘“hird- 
ly, The Gomattahs of Luckypoor factory have 
taken the Taalucdar’s Taalucs fram the Tak{feel- 
dar by force for therr own ufe, and will not pay the 
rent. At the inftigation of fome people they, on 
a matter of complaint, fend Horfe and Seapoys 
with a Duftuck into the country, and there create 
difturbance. They ftation Chokeys at different 
places, and whatever they find in poo: people's 
houfes, they caufe to be fold and take the monev. 
By thefe difturbances the country is ruined. 

the Ryots cannot ftay in their houfes nor pay che 
Malguzaree. In many places Mr. Chevalier has 
by force eftablifhed new markets and built new 
houfes, and has made falfe Seapoys on his own 
part, who feize whom they want and fine them. 


By 
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By his forcible proceedings many Fiauts, Gauts, 
and Pergunnas are ruined, and the Malguzary of 
the government fuffers greatly; I therefore hope 
you will fend, for the fecurity of the Ryots, two 
Europeans or Seapoys with a Dutftuck, which may 

ut an end to thefe proceedings, and tend to the 
benefit of the inhabitants. Pleafe to fend let- 
ters to the Chiefs ot Dacca and L.uckypoor, to 
write to their Gomaftahs in the diftricts not to 
oblige the merchants to take Tobacco, Cotton, 
&rc. and notin any refpeét to detriment the Au- 
rungs, and then the Sircar will get the revenues. 
Other matters Mirza Myfudeen will relate to you; 
you will pleafe to confider them, and then the af- 
fairs of the government will profper. 


NI,3.b. 














Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis 


to the Governor and Council. 


| Dated :7 Oct. 1762; 
"T O prevent any blame being hereafter thrown 


on us for the deficiency of our inveftmenr, 

we are now to inform you, chat at Ifhanabad, the 
principal cloth? Aurung, our-Gomaftahs, Dilolls, 
&c. have been peremptorily ordered to defift from 
purchafing, and quit the place. Upon their non- 
compliance, they have been threaténed and abufed 
in the moit vile and‘ grofs terms, and the wafher- 
men employed in whitening our cloths have been 
actually beat, and Peons put on them to prevent 
their going on in their bufinefs. | 

0 ~RBaah Nobit Roy (to whom our Chief has 
twice complained of thefe proceedings) declares, 
that the perfon who thus infults us, and impedes 
the Company’s bufinefs, is independent of him, fo 


that it would feem he is fent by the Nabob mere- 
ly for this purpofe. 











If 
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If fach infolence is fuffered to país unnoticed, 
we can have no hopes of compleating our in- 
vettment; for who will ferve us, whilft they there- 
by fubject themfelves to fuch fevere and ignomi- 
nious treatment from the country government. 

For the carrying on the Company’s bufinefs, it 
is evident, we muft be obliged to repel force by 
force, and fhall do fo, unlefs we receive your 
Hionour’s, &c. orders to the contrary. 


M,2.c. ——— Copy of the Refolutions of the 
Board, Mef: Van Sittart, Amyatt, M<‘Gwire, 
Hay, and Watts, on the foregoing Letter. 












18 Oct. 1762- 


GREED, we write immediately the fol- 

lowing anfwer; that we inclofe a letter 
from the Prefident to the Nabob on the fubjeét 
of their complaints, and hope it will be effectual 
in removing all interruptions in the Company’s 
bufinefs ; but at all events, as we have it fufficient- 
ly in our power to procure fatisfaction for any 
injury that may be done the intereft of our em- 
ployers, they are on no account to make ufe of 
force without our exprefs directions ; that they do 
mot mention in their letter that they made any 
application to the Nabob ta pura ttop to the 
difficulties they reprefent, and which certainly 
they ought to have done when they were intorm- 
ed, that the perfon they complained of was inde- 
pendent of the Naib of Patna. At leaft it fhonle 
have occurred to them, that fuch application mas 
mecefflary before they fhould propofe to make ufe 
of force. 
































M, 3.0. — £xtraé 
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M,3.d.——Extrac of a Letter from the Gern- 
tlemen at ILuckypoor fo rhe Governor and 
Cozrcile 


Dated 14 Oct. 1762. 


E muft beg leave to obferve to you, that 

within thete few days every boat which 
we have fent out of the river, has been ftopt at 
-the different Chokeys notwithitanding, they have 
the Chief’s Duftuck ; our Gomattahs and people 
confined and ufed ill, and a very exorbitant duty 
demanded, and our fervants in general greatly in- 
fulted all over the country. Upon our fending 
to fome of thefe praces to enquire the reafon of 
this extraordinary behaviour, anfwer was given, 
that they had orders from the Nabob to ftop 
and demand duties from every Englifh boat that 
pafied, and on no account to let them .go free, 
as the Englifh Duftuck was now of no confe- 
quence in the country; and for this purpofe the 
force at every Chokey is augmented. ‘This has 
occafioned an entire ftoppage tc pur trade, great- 
ly to the detriment of our private fortunes, as we 
have now large quantities of goods detained at 
the different Chokeys, which we cannot get re- 
leafed, unlefs we fubmit to pay the extravagant 
cuftorn they recqjuire'; and were we to do that, our 
boats are liable to be ftopt at the very next Cho- 
key, and the fame duty again demanded. Of thefe 
circumftances we think it neceffary to inform you, 
ane fone fpeedy meafures will be taken to procure 
us reditis. We age under daily apprehenfions, 
that a cuftom will be demanded on our cloth pur- 
chafes, which muft be of great prejudice to our 
honourable employers. 











P 





M, 3.e.—Z xtraé 
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M, 3-¢.——Eextraéct of a Letter from the Chief 
avd Counctl at Chittagong Zo the Governor 
ad Council. 


Dated 1414 Oct. 1762. 


E laft night received a letter from the gen- 
, tlemen of Dacca, advifing us, that the 
extraordinary infolence of the natives in every 
part of their diftricts, has given them the greateft 
reanfon to apprehend troubles in the country, and 
that the natives feem to confirm thefe furmifes 
by their own declarations ; that their trade is al- 
moft put an entire ftop to, their fag uled with 
contempt, and their privileges ridiculed ; that this 
being their prefent fituation, they requeit we will 
let them have another company of Seapoys for 
the protection of our honourable matters proper- 
ty at their factory ; that the company appointed 
there are very fickly, and many men unfit for ac- 
tual fervice ; that the fooner we fend them this de- 
tachment the better, as alfo fome ammunition, 
that the compar:y fhall again be. returned, when 
their affairs are put upon a- better -feoting. In 
confequence of thefe advices we have ordered a 
company of Seapoys with fome ammunition to 
proceed to Dacca with all expedition, which we 
hope will meet with your approbation. At the 
fame time we alfo received a letter from the gen- 
tlemen at Luckypoor, requefting afupply of am- 
munition, which we have ordered to be fent. 

We muft obferve to you, that within baswr 
days paít we have received advice from our Go- 
maítahs in different parts of the country, that 
our bufinefs 1s entirely put a {top to by the Na- 
hob’s people, and our boats not fuffered to pafs 
the Chokeys, the Zemindars demanding very 
confiderable 
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confiderable duties to be fir{ft paid them; declar 

ing, they have orders from Coffim Aly Cawn fo 
to “do; and unlefs we ule force to prevent it, they 
will fee his directions {tricétly complied with. Se- 


veral of our boats are now lying: confined at dif- 
ferent Chokeys. 


Wi a.f. Extract of a Letter from the Chief 
and Ccuncil at Dacca zo the Governor and 
Council. 





Datea S Oct. 1562, 


E think it our duty to inform ‘you, that 
the outrages committed in thefe parts by 
the government's peopie, for this month paft, have 
arrived to fuch a herghr, as to put almoft a total 





{top to our bufinefs. At every Chokey our boats 
are ftopt, the people infulted, and the flag ufed 
with the utmoft and mofit erofs contempt. Our 


advices from Sillet give us the fame intelligence, 
further adding, that Miuchulcas have been taken 
from many inhabitants, prohibiting them on no 
account to have any connections with the E.nglifh. 
As this fpiric of infolence incicafes to a very fur- 
prifing,s degree, and we have daily the mortificati- 
onto hear of repeated infults and violences offer- 
ed to our privileges, we are under an apprehen- 
ñon, that the Company’s bufinefs will in a few 
days fhare the fame fate as all private has. To 
prevent and remedy thete evils, we muft depend 
upon the meatfures you may take in confequence ot 
this information. 

44 appearances are fo very unpromifing, we 
have wrote to the gentlemen of Chittagong fora 
reinforcement of a company of Seapoys, which 


fhall be again returned them when affairs begin 
to clear up. 
P 2 








M, 3. 8-— Extrat? 
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M, 3.2—Extracd from a Confultation of she 
ezghteenth of October, (Present Mef- Van Sit- 
tart, Amyatt, M‘Gwire, Hay and Watts.) 





Greed, we write to Dacca, in anfwer to their 
letter of the eighth inftant, that we mult 
needs fay from the information of the above let- 
ters *, there is occafion to fear their Gomattahs 
and agents have made ufe of very unwarrantable 
practices in their trade, and perhaps the feveral 
difputes and interruptions they complain of have 
been owing to that caufe , but as we are always ` 
able and willing, when the neceffity of circum- 
{tances may require, to procure them redrefs for 
any injuries they may fuffer m their trade or other- 
wile, we direét, that they forbear making ufe of 
force without our permiffion and orders, and there- 
fore defire they will return to Chittagong immedi- 
ately theeompany of Seapoys which they have wrote 
for from thence ;- and if any complaints of in- 
terruptions in their bufinefs are hereafter made by 
their Gomaftahs, let Mr. Cartier fend a perfon to 
enquire into the truth of the affair, with a letter 
to the proper offcer of the government to defire 
he will put a ftop to fuch obftructions ; that in- 
clofed are letters from the Prefident to Jefflarut 
Cawn the Naib, and Mahomed Aly the collector 
of the revenues, which we hope will prevent any 
farther diforders, at leaft until the Prefident can 
make the necefflary regulations in concert with the 
INabob: that the abovementioned copies of letters 
we have forwarded to them for their inforn auuns 
and reply in cafe there fhould b> any facts in them 
mifreprefented ; and we defire they will fend on 


their 
























* Mahomed Aly’s letter, (vide page 205.) and fome 
ther letters to the fame purport. 
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their parts a particular ftate of their complaints to 
the Prefidentr, who will take the proper meafures 
to obtain them fatisfaétion and indemnification for 
all loffes and damages; that they muft likewife 
take effe€iual care that none of their Gomattahs or 
agents do in future ufe any kind of force or au- 
thority in carrying on their trade, left the difputes 
occafioned by fuch practices fhould in the end af- 
fect the Company’s bufinefs; neither muft their 
Gomatfttahs be allowed ta fet themfelves up as ma- 
giftrates in the country, in hearing difputes be- 
tween the inhabitants, impofing fines, &c. | 
Agreed, we likewife add to the Luckypoor let- 
ter the feveral inftructions contained in the above 
letter to Dacca, toregulate themfelves by, in cafe 
any disputes fhoulId happen with them. 






























M,3-h.——Extracé of a Confultation of the 
' firð of November 1762. ( Prefent Mef- 
 Amyatt, M‘Gwire, Hay, and Watts.) 





Greed, to write an anfwer to Luckypoor, re- 

ferring them to our letter of the eighteenth 
of October, for directions how to regulate them- 
felves with regard to the obftruétions they com- 
plain of, till fuch time as the Prefident can arrive 
with the Nabob,; and inquire into and ferttle thefe 
difputes on a folid plan for the future fafety and 
freedom of our trade ; defiring them, in the mean 
time, to fend us an account of the duties they have 
ufually paid, and the frefh cuftoms which are now 
demanded for the Prefident’s guidance in fettling 
The imatter. . 

Agreed, to write to Chittagong, advifing them 
in anfwer to the above letter, that as the Prefi- 
dent is gone on a vifit to the Nabob, and intends 
to enquire very particularly into, and fettle all the 
_ difputes of the nature they complain of, we defire 
3 they 
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they will fend us a particular account of their 
complaints, what was the amount of the former 
duties, and what frefh cuftoms are now demand- 
ed, for his (the Prefident’s) guidance in ío do- 
ipg; but that, in the mean time, we muft forbid 
their making ufe of force to redrefs themfelves 
without our pofitive directions : that regarding 
the difputes at Dacca, we have fent the gentiles» 


men their orders and direétions under the eigh- 
teenth of Odctober. 


N,3.——Copy of a Letter from the Gover- 
nor fo tbe Council. 


Dated 9 ‘November 1762. 


Find, that the interruptions, which the gen- 
tlemen at Chittagong, Dacca, and [Tucky- 
poor, have met with, for fome weeks pait, are 
owing to the bad difpofition of Mahomed Aly, 
the perfon lait appointed by the Nabob to collect 
the rents of that parcof the country. Syed Mia- 
liomed Cawn, the deputy governor of Mioorfhe- 
caabacd, expreiies as much refentument agatinit chat 
man as we do curielves ; and affures me, that he 
has reprefented him in fucha light to the INabob, 
that he is perfuaded he will be immediately dii- 
miffed from his office. This is a point I fhall 
urge to the Nabob if it is not done before I ar- 
rive at Mongheer ; and farther, that he be puntih- 
ed for his infolence, and obliged to make fatisfac- 
tion for all loffes which may have been incurred 
by the delays he has cccafioned. In the mean 
time, I have the honour to tranfmit you four or- 
ders from Syed Mahomed Cawn to the faid col- 
lećtor, warning him of the bad confequences of his 
prefent conduct, and charging him not to obftruct 
the bufinefs ef our Factories - l iend Jikewile on? 
froni 
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from myfelf. Thefe, forwarded to the refpective 
Factories, will, I hope, remove all obitructicons, 
and, onthe ather hand, Syed Mahomed Cawn de- 
Gres, that our gentlemen will take all poffible care 
to prevent their Gomaftahs and agents from inter- 
fering in the bufinefs of the government, or uling 
force in buying or felling. 

I have not yet the Nabob’s anfwer concerning 
the difputes between the uncle and nephew for the 
Zemindary of Baboopour. As foon as I receive it, 
I fhall forward it to you,”° that you may give the 
neceffary directions to the Chief, &c. at Lucky- 

oor. 
x The anfwer I have received from the Nabob to 
Mr. Ellis’s complaint, I now inclofe with a trani- 
lation. I think ir would be proper to fend a copy 
to that gentleman with directions to apply to the 
Naib at Patna, if in future he fhould meet with 
any interruptions in his bufinefs 5; and if the Naib 
either refufes,or has not authority to remove them, 
then to apply to the Nabob himfelf, from whom, 
if he does not obtain fuch redrefs and affiftance 
as the cafe may require, then to make his repre- 
fentation to the Board, with copies of his letters 
to the governmenr, and his anfwers received. By 
this we fhall be faved the troukte of hearing com- 


plaints, except in cafes where our interpofition 
becomes really necefiary. | 


5. Tranflation of a Wetter from the 
Nabob fo rhe Governor. 














Dated ı November 1762. 


Hlave received with great pleafure your friend- 
ly letter. You write, that ** you learn from 
ss Mr. Ellis, the Chief of the Factory at Patna, 
se that cloths have been provided for many years 
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<< atthe Aurung of Johanabad for the Compa- 
«<< ny ; now Perva Roy, the Aumil of that place, 
<< obf{tructs the weavers in providing the cloths, 
<< and when they are made, hinders the wafher- 
<< men from drefling and wafhing them, to the 
<< great prejudice of the Company's bufinefs ; and 
< you defire,that I will give {trict orders to the Au- 
<< mil not to moleft the Company’s Gomaftahs, 
<< and to affift them on every occafion.”’ 

Sir, wherever that gentleman has an opportu- 
nity he fails not to make complaints of his bufi- 
nefs. As he has found my officers in no inftance 
faulty, he has wrote to you the impertinences and 
complaints of the wafhermen. You well know, 
that the wafhermen pay no duties, and thar the 
Aumils have no authority to interrupt them, or 
prevent their wafhing and drefiing the cloths. Was 
‘this affair really true, he would have informed 
Rajah Nobit Roy of it, and he would immedi- 
ately have wrote to the Aumilabout it; but asit 1s 
altogether without foundation, he chufes to make 
a falfe complaint to you. Do you yourfelf con- 
Gder this affair. INeverthelefs, I have fent {ftrict 
orders to the Rajah to write tothe Aumil, that he 
on no account obftruét the currency of the Com- 
pany’s bufinefs, and that on application from the 
Gomattahs of the Factory he affords them due aid 
and affiftanee. 

The Board having received the accounts of du- 
ties on private inland trade from Luckypoor, fent 
the fame to the Prefident for his guidance in fet- 
tling that point, with the following letter. 























FP, 3: —Copy 
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P,3.—Copy of a Letter from the Council z 


the Governor. 
Dated 15 Nov. 1762. 


E have received your letter of the ninth in- 
{tant, and are thereby glad to find, that 
the interruptions of the trade,which have happen- 
ed towards Dacca, [Iuckypoor, and Chittagong, 
are only apparently owing to the bad conduct and 
ill difpofition of the collector Mahomed Aly. We 
make no doubt therefore, but areprefentation from 
you to the Nabob of this man’s bad behaviour 
will be a means of obtaining ample fatisfa¢ction and 
re{titution for all loffes fuftained in that quarter 35 
and as we hear, thatthe trade in the countries of 
Purnea and Rungpoor has likewife met with great 
interruptions, we muft beg leave particularly to _ 
recommend to your attention the getting thefe ob- 
{tructions alfo removed, and obtaining retaliation 
for the loffes of any individuals who may make 
their complaints to you. 
We have forwarded to Dacca the orders to be 
delivered to Mahomed Aly, and have defired the 
gentlemen there to write to Luckypoor, and Chit- 
tagong, of the receipt and tenor of thefe orders, 
and afterwards of the effect they may have upon 
Mahomed Aly’s conduct. 

We have under this sate wrote to Patna with a 
copy of the Nabob’s letter, and directions agree- 
able to what you advife; but we muft beg leave 
to ob{fve, that the terms in which the IWabob 
makes mention of Mr. Ellis are indecent ard very 
improper, and @ught not to be encouraged. We 
have too good an opinion of Mr. Eliis’s veracity 
to fuppofe that he would advance a falfity to the 
Board ; and we hope therefore, that you will cn- 


deavour to prevent fuch indccencies from pafiing 
in 
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in future, when we are treating with the Nabob 
on public matters. 

Inclofed we tranfmit you an Extrac from a Luc- 
kypoor letter, explaining the Shawbunder duties, 
which they have always paid, and the nature of 
the frefh extortions which are now demanded, 
which we imagine may be of fervice to you in finally 
fettling thefe matters upon a folid plan. 























Fi 3.a. Extraé of a Letter from tbe Gen- 
tlemen at Luckypoor zo the Board. 


Dated 6 Nov. 1762. 





HE duties, we have hitherto paid to the 
Shawbunder, are as follows : 


Re s K's 
On ialt * Q : 14 : 3 per 100 maunds. 
On tobacco +t o: 4: O per maund. 











On this firft article, we believe we have paid 
rather more than the Dacca Factory, but hope 
you will get it fetrled on an equal footing. With 
regard to the frefh cuftoms now demanded, the 
Chokeys do not require any ftipulated fum, but 
fleece our Gomaftahs and people of all they can ; 
and if our Boats are freed from one Chokey, they 
are fure to be ftopped at the next, and our fer- 
vants confined, and treated very il. The inftant 
we had advice of our boats being ftopped at thefe 
places, we fent to them to know the rcafon, and 
defire their_releafe , but anfwer was always given, 

that 




















* The prime coft of an hundred maunds of falt may be 
from fixty to eighty rupees. 

+ The prime cot of £ maund of tobacco may be from 
two to three rupees- i 

iV. B. Sixteen annaes make a rupee, 
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that they had orders from the Nabob for fo doing, 
and therefore could not releafe them. 


Q.3-— Extract of a Letter from the Gover- 
nor fo the Council. 








Neclofed, I fend for your perufal two Perfian let- 
I ters. . . One from Mr. Cartier toMahomed Aly 
the calleétor of the Dacca dittricts 5 which, if I un- 
derftand it right, (for the expreffions are rather 










the Nabob. 
Car- 
ive 


nall 













tier, 
him fuch a caution o 
feem necefiary. ...- - 








nelifh, the freedom 
Such notions propa- 
al to 








for redrefs for any grievance that the gentlemen 
in the fervice, and all other inhabitants of the fet- 
tlement have applied to me about; and in cafe of 
my illnefs, or abfence, Mr. Amyatt was ready to 
give them the fame affiftance. l muit therefore 
recommend 
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recommend to you to infiict fuch cenfure or pu- 
nifhment on Mir. Bolts as fhall feem to you ne- 
ceffary for preventing fuch irregularities in future. 
I could with alfo, that it were made a rule for the 
Chiefs of the fubordinate Factories and all others, 
when they write letters to the country government, 
to fign them, that, in cafe of their being produ- 


ced afterwards, they may be Known to be au- 
thentick. 


Q..3-a- — Tranflatio2z of a Letter from Mr. 
Cartier zo Mahomed Aly. 





E.veral Chokydars, and Cutwauls, and collec- 
tors, and ZHemindars, and other officers in the 
town, and its dependencies, aic guilty of violent 
proceedings towards the Gomattahs and people of 
the Fnglifh Company and gentlemen, rob and 
plunder, and regard not the honour of the Eng- 
lifh flag and Duftuck. The news of this has 
reached my ears. Asthe Chieffhip of the Facto- 
ry here belongs to me, therefore, for the fake of 
juftice, and to eftablifh the Company’s bufinefs, I 
acquaint you with thefe proceedings, and defire 
you will in anfwer inform me .why fuch proceed- 
ings have happened ; yet I am perfuaded you are 
not the author of them, and much lefs the Na- 
bob. As you are acquainted with the fecrets of this 
affair, I therefore fend to sou fora full and proper 
explanation of it. You know what a difturbance 
will arife between us, and, by the grace of Gop, 
you have feen and wil? fee what our ftréagth and 
power has fhewn irfelf, and will thew itfelf. Your 
prudence, and the care and prefervation of *your 
greatnefs, would dictate to you to turn out the di- 
flturbers ; but by turning them out rhe credit and 
power of the bigh name will be leflened. I hope 
you will write me the particulars of all thelfe op- 
preffions, 
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preffions, that I may be acquainted with the whole 
proceedings, and may likewilfe know whether you 
are a friend or not. As circumitances are repre- 
o fented erroneoufly by Wackeels, I have therefore 
committed them to writing. 


2.2.2. Trawmuflation of a Lrtt ter Srom NI ef. 
Johnftone, Hay, and Bolts, zo Meer Sheer 


Aly Cawn. 
e UR Gomaftah Ramchurn-dofs being gone 
into thofe parts meets with obítruétions trom 
you in whatever bufinefs he undertakes; more- 
over, you have publifhed a prohibition to this 
effect, that whoever fhall have any dealings with 
the Englifh, you will [eize his houfe, and lay a fine 
upon him. In thr manner have you prohibited 
the people under your jurifdiction. We were iur- 
prifed at hearing of this affair, becaufe that the 
Royal Firmaund, which the Englifh naton is pol- 
fefled of, is violated by this proceeding; bur the 
E:nglifh will by no means fuffer with patience their 
Firmaund to be broke through. We therefore 
expect, that upon the receipt of this letter, you 
will take off the order you have given to the 
Ryots ; and in cafe of your not doing it, we wili 
certainly write to the Nabob in the name of the 
Exnglifh, and fend for fuch an order from him, that 
a fhall reftore filly a: 3 entirely whatever lofs the 
nglifh have fuftained, wr {hall fuftain by this 
obftructiog, and that you fhall repent having thus 
interrucied our bufinefs iu fpite of the Royal Fir- 
Mauuu. After reading this letter we are perfuaded 
you will defiftt from interrupting it, will act a- 
greeably to the rules of friendfhip, and fo that 
your amity may appear, and will by no means 
ftop the Company’s Duftuck. 























R, 3.—- Cozy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Governor 
and Mr. Wattings fo the Councz!. | 





R, 3- 


Dated 15 Dec. 1762. 


E have had many conferences with the 
Nabob on the fubject of the late com- 
plaints, which appear to have been chiefly occa- 
fioned by the private inland trade, or the trade 
from place to place in the country. He enlarged 
much on the licentioufmefs and oppreffion exer- 
cifed by our Gomaftahs, eipecially in thofe diftant 
arts of the province where his government is lefs 
eftablifhed, and too remote for. our enquiries into 
their behaviour. He urged. that the trade of 
thofe parts confifted chiefly in articles produced 
and fold in the country, trom which former Na- 
bobs had always reitrained all Europeans, and to 
which he did not conceive that we could claim 
any right from our FPirmaund. | 

We agree with the Nabob in opinion, that 
the true intent and natural meaning of the Fir- 
maund, granted .» the Company, was to give 
to them and ther fervants a free trade, clear of all 
cuftoms, in all articles of commerce to be import- 
ed. or exported by fhipping. From fuch com- 
merce a mutual benefit is derived to our 
country and to this; beac the trade from place to 
place inthe country ain falt, betel-nut, tobacco, 
and other commodities produced hese, bring- 
ing no general benet to the country, But to 
particulars only who Had the fame in their hgnds 5 
we do not think the Firmaund can be un- 
derftood to include them within the privilege of 


the Duftuck, orto grant us a right to trade there- 
in 
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in on * any other footing than the natives them- 
felves ; that is, paying the ufual cuftoms to the 
covernment; for if we have a right to trade there- 
in cuftom-free, and the natives muft pay culftoms, 
it follows, that no one but ourfelves could carry 
on any trade, which we cannot iuppofe the Fir- 
maund intended. i 

It is faét, that the Nabobs of thefe provinces 
did formerly reftrain the Europeans from carrying 
on this trade upon any footing, and by farming 
out the feveral articles to particular merchants, 
drew to themfelves a confiderable revenue. 

After the defeat and death of Serajah Doula, 
and the eftablifhment of Jaffer Aly Cawn in the 
Subafhip, by the afiliftance of the Englifh, we be- 
gan to take a fhare of this trade, which fhare has 
‘been from day to day increafing. It has however 
always been a fubject of difputré with the country 
government, our right never naving been admitted 
by them, nor regularly claimed and eftablifhed by 
us; and the government’s duties have generally 
been paid. 








But 


* ‘The Company in their anfwer to the complaints of the 
Dutch, page 36, feem plainly to deelare that this is their 
opinion. 'T' heir words are as follows: 

The acceptance of this grant (for the fole purchace of 
falt-petre) by cur fervants, they complain əf as injurious to 
them, and asencorfiftent with that free trade to which they 
claim a right under the Mo, -l’s Firmaund. 

In fupport of this meafure ve might obferve, that thofe 
Firmaund ;gencralas theyare are not to be conftrued univer- 
fal, bu to be underftood with this limitation, that they do 
not Operate to the prejudice of any fubfifting right or uiage, 
inuch lefs of fuch rights as could not be abolifhed without a 
confiderable diminution of the publick revenues. Whatever 
article of tracle therefore has been ordinarily monopolized 
and granted in form, it might be contended, may {till be fo 
enjoyed and granted without infringement of thofe Fir- 
muunds ; the defion cf which was, to adimit ituropean traders 
to the fame freedom of trading with the Mogul’s own fubjeéts, 
and furely not to a beiter. 
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But not content with this, the Englifh Go- 
maitahs in different parts have lately begun to 
infift upon this trade as a Firmaund privilege e- 
qually with the foreign trade, and refufed to pay 
any cuftoms. The government’s people on their 
par: demanded the cuftoms, and upon refufal ftopt 
the goods; and this conteft has been the occafion 
of many of the complaints received by us and 
the Nabob. 

As on the one hand, we do not fee any reafon 
why the Englifh gentlemen and other inhabitants 
of Calcutta, and the fubordinate Factories, fhould- 
carry on the inland trade with the Comipany’s 
Duftuck, or in any refpeét more advantageoufly 
than the country merchants; fo on the other hand, 
we think it would be a great hardfhip, if we and 
all belongihny to us were not admitted upon an 
equality with the mercharte and inhabitants of 
Other parts of Bengal, and fuffered to traae on 
equal terms in all commodities, and in all places, 
provided our agents and Gomattahs do not fet up 
for magiitrates in the country, and carry on their 
bufinefs by force and oppreffion. Praétices of this 
fort in many of the Eng)ifh agents and Gomaftahs, 
and an abufe on the part of the Nabob’s officers of 
the power put into their hands for the reftraint of 
fuch practices, have been the caufes of the many 
complaints lately received. 

In thefe fentiments the regulations we have pro- 
pofed tothe Nabob for fxing the manner of car- 
rying on this trade in fiiture, and preventing any 
difputes between his ofmcers and our agents and 
Gomattahs, are as follows: 

5,3. I. That for all trade imported or to be 
exported by fhipping, the Company’s Duftucks 
fhall be granted, and it fhaill pafs unmoleitted and 
free of cuftoms as ufual. 

















Il. For 





Relative to the Difturbances in BENGAL. 2265 


[J]. For all trade from one place in the country 
tọ another in commodities produced in the country, 
as falt, betel-nut, tobacco, &c. the Company’s 
Duftuck fhall not be granted, but it {hall go with 
the Duftuck of the Buckfhbunder, Shahbunder, 
or other officer of the country government. 

III. That at the time of taking out the faid 
Duftuck, and before the difpatch of the goods, the 
duties fhall be paid according to the rates which 
fhall be particularly fettled and annexed to this a- 
sreement. 

IV. That the faid duties fo to be paid before 
exportation fhall be the whole that are to be paid, 
fe that after the difpatch of the goods nothing 
fhall be paid at anv Chokeys in the road, nor at 
the place of fale. 

V. That all goods being furnifhed e:ther with 
the Company Beaters or tha -s the govern- 
ment: mali meet with no obitruction or delay. 
The guards and Chokeys on the road fhall have 
nothing more to do than to demand a fight of the 
Duftuck, unlefs they thall obferve the boats to be 
laden with a larger quantity of goods than are 
mentioned in the Duftuck, or with other forts of 
goods than thofe mentioned in the Daftuck ; in 
which cafe they are to give immedlate notice to the 
neareit Englifh Fa&tory, as well as to the neareft 
officer-of the government, that orders may be fent 
to have a ftri€t examination, but they are not to 
detain them in the road. 

VI. If any one fhall attemj t to pais goods with- 
out a Mwtuck, either fron the government or 
the Company, or fhall clandeftinely procure a 
Wompany’s Duftuck to pafs fall, tobacco, or other 
produce. of the country, from place to place for 
inland trade, fuch goods fhall be feized and confil- 
cated. The guards and Chokeys in the road are 
to 
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to {top them, and to give notice to the nearef{t 
Englifh Factory, as well as the neareft officer of 
the government. 

VII. If any perfon not having a Duftuck fhall 
attempt to pafs boats or goods clandeftinely under 
the cover ot, and in company with other boats or 
goods having a Duftuck, fuch boats or goods, {fo 
attempted to be pafied clandeftinely, fhall be {feiz- 
ed and confifcated. 

VIII. The Gomafttahs in every place fhall car- 
ry on their trade freely and as merchants, and fhall 
on no account ufe force in buying or felling. If 
any difpute arifes in the courfe of their bufineis, 
‘they fhall not attempt to redrefs themfelves, but 
{hall make their complaint to the Fougedar,or other 
officer of the government and have, the matter 
tried before him. In like manner, if any merchant 
or inhabitant-irel! he evea hv 2n F.nglifh 
Gomaftah, he fhali make his complasst to-the 
Fouga ar or other officer of the government, and 
the Gomaftah being duly fummoned, fhall appear 
before him to anfwer to the charge, and have the 
matter determined. 

IX. To deter,the Fougedar and other officers 
of the government from being guilty of any par- 
tiality, they fhall be enjoined to tranfmit to the 
Nabob copies of their proceedings upon all trials, 
where Emeglifh Agents or Gomaftahs are con- 
cerned, and likewife ta give a ccpy to the Agent 
or Gomattah, who he thinks himfelf aggrieved 
may fend the fame to his principal and he may 
make his complaint to the Prefident, „hc if the 
caufe requires it, will apply to the Nabcb ror re- 
drefs ; and when any Fougedar, or other officers of 
the government, fhall prove guilty of fuch par- 
tiality, the Nabob fhall punifh him in the moft 
exemplary manner. 


We think it would be unreafonable to defire to 
carry 
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carry on the inland trade upon any other footing 
chan that of the merchants of the country, and 
that the attempting to carry it on free of cuftoms, 
and with the Company’s Duftuck, would bring 
upon us univerfal jealoufy and ill-will, and in the 
end prejudice the Company’s affairs as weil as our 
own. In the courfe of our conferences upon this 
fubjeét, the Nabob obferved, that if the Englifh 
Gomaftahs were permitted to trade in all parts, 
and in all commodities cuftom-free, as many of 
them now pretend, they muft of courfe draw all 
fhe trade into their own hands, and his cuftoms 
would be of fo lictle value to him, that it would 
be much more for his intereft to lay trade entire- 
ly open, and colleét no cuftoms for any per fon 
whatever upon any kind of merchandize, which 
would draw a number of merchants into his coun- 
try and enc eale kis revenues. encouraging the 
sultivatien and manufacture or a larger quantity of 
goods for fale; at the fame time, thas he added ) 
it would effectually cut off the principal fubject 
of the difputes which had difturbed the good un- 
derftanding between us, an object that he had 

more than any other at heart. This fcheme we 

difcouraged all inņ, our power, as it wouid imme- 

diately render the Duftuck ufeleís, and prejudice 

our honourable mafter’s bufinefs, by enhancing. the 

number of purchafers; and it is an argument why 

we ought readily .to confent to the regulation now 

propofed, not to rifk hur.ing the Company’s in- 

tereít for our Own private idvantage. 

The Nabob defires our orders may be repeated, 
that mone of the Company’s Servants, their A- 
gents, Gomattahs, or other perfons employed by 
them, fhall be permitted to hold offices under the 
country government, nor to purchafe, rent, oF 
hold lands, gunge, or markets, nor to lend mo- 
ney to the Zemindars or Collectors, as all thefe 


<2 2 are 
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are fources of difputes between the Company’s peo- 
ple and the government's. 

We have fent to Mr. Helas the Nabob’s orders 
for the free purchafe of the timbers wanted 
for the new fort, and the Nabob has exprefied to 
Sheer Aly, the Fougedar of that diftrict, his high- 
eft difpleature at the obftructions he before laid in 
his way, and the ill treatment which the Englifh 
Gomaftahs in general complained of from him. 

Inclofed, we fend the Nabob’s orders to Maho- 
med Aly the Collećtor of the Dacca diftricts, erm 
joining him to releafe all boats that may be {ftop, 
by him or any perfon under his jurifdiction 5 to 
demand for cuftoms nothing more than has hither- 
to- been paid upon the inland trade of thofe parts, 
and to refund all’ that may have beey extorted 
beyond that; likewife anothcr order ta the fame 
perfon, requiring nh. cranfiit a mate oraum- 
{tantial accaunt of the difpute between the uncle 
and nepk.cw about the Zemindary of Baboopoor, 
and how it happened that three or four of our 
Seapoys were killed there. But as both in this 
affair, and that of Tangepoor dependent on Pur- 
mea, where one of Mr. Gray’s Gomatltah’s was 
killed, a fevere .example feemg highly necefflary ; 
we have agreed with the Nabob to fend a se d 
on our part along with one of his to inquire upon 
the {pot, and bring a full and impartial accourt of 
each of thefe events, and the Nabob has promif- 
ed to punifh his peop e with the utmoft feverity, 
if they prove to be a. guilty as they sow appear. 
Mr. Haftings will go to Tangepoor to finifh that 
inquiry, and we defuexhat you will direét mir. Bil 
lers to produce the necefflary proofs to the perform 
who may be appointed by the Nabob to inquire 
concerning the other affair. 


























T,3.—Tranflation 
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parT Tranflation of a Letter frem the Na- 


bob zo rhe Governor. 


S there are’ many places within the Pergun- 
nas, in the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, 
much opprefied by the Englifh Company’s Go- 
maftahs and fervants, I fhall trouble you to write 
to the Chiefs of Coffimbazar, Dacca, Luckypoor, 
Malda, Patna, &c. not to give Duftucks, or per- 
mit any one to hoift Englifh colours bef des what 
are granted for the Company’s fhip-merchedize; 
that on whatever goods of this country’ th..7 pur- 
chafe and fell, they fhall pay duties for the Gme 
as other merchants, and receive a DuRuck nom 
the Sircar, and may pafs and repaís, only giving 
a copy of their Dtftuck at every gaut; that they 
fhould ufe-no force in tb- +rars:ha’e and fale of 
goods, nor take pofieffion of the h-ufes and go- 
lahs belonging to the ryots and mercha..*s. .. The 
mufflelmen merchants pay a duty of g per cent. 
at the gauts and place of purchafe, &@c. you will 
alfo appoint the fame duty. .... Let not any one 
impede the dilolls and weavers of the Sircar, at 
the Aurungs of-Dacca, Rad4nugegur, Kirpay, 
Nuddia, Moorfhedabad, Maida, Caulygaum, 
&c. where the Sircar may freely purchafe, nor in- 
jure and opprefs the inhabitants of the Pergunnas, 
nor protect the sryots, «merchants, renters, and 
fervants of the Governn.ent, nor detriment the 
revenues As the Com pany’s Gomaitahs make 
falc at Sundeep, &c. I defire you will write to 
them not to make any more there, but like 
other merchantseto purchafe it from the Molung- 
hies at the market price.... You will direct the 
gentlemen, Gomattahs, Murrafuddies, and Moon- 
flhies, and other officers of tne BKnglifh Company, 
to relinquifh their farms, taalucs, gunges, and 
| 3 golahs, 
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colahs, and not take any in future ; to afford no 
protection to any one; upon proof to receive 
back the money they paid for their purchafes 5 
not to borrow from, or lend to the Muttafuddies, 
Aumils, Zemindars, or other dependents of the 
Government, not to coin any money at the Moor- 
fkedabad, Dacca, or Patna mints, as it cccafions 
a lofs to the Sircar, but to coin their money at 
Calcutta. ...In the Pergunnas of Cuddy-bary, 
and CAloo-baboo-para, and my other Jagheer 
lands under the juriididlion of Affam, the reve 
nues f icussly amounted to 40,000 rupees, arifing 
mora‘ine trade of falt, large timbers, and feverat 
oth- articles; the Government’s people ufed to 
Curry on the commerce there, znd no other mer- 
chants were permitted to tramick with the Moun- 
taineers. "Tg aears ago, Mr. Chevalier went 
there, and h has pim æn entire itop to the trade 
of the Sira.r, and himfelf trafficks with the 
WMilountaincers, from whence a lofs arifes to my re- 
venues; and he forcibly feizes the taalucdars and 
ryots of the aforefaid Pergunnas to make them 
draw timbers, by which means they are brought 
to the laft diftrefs. ..In the Pergunnas of Gopal- 
poor, and PDukhwen-bar-poor, and other diftricts 
where falt is made ; the people of the Company’s 
Factory work the falt-pans, and they take poficf- 
fion of all tne falt which the Moalunghies of other 
Pergunnas have made, by which means I fuffer 
avery great lofs. Mo rover, they oblige the ry- 
ots to receive money om them for purchafing 
rice, and by force ana violence they take frore 
than the market-priwe affords, and the ryots are 
running away on account of tnefe oppreffions. 
For many years it has been cuftomary for the 
Cufhmeer merchants to advance money at Sun- 
derbun, and provide Mfolunghies to work the 
falt-pans there; “they pad the rent for the falt- 
pans 
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ns at the feveral Pergunnas, and the duties on 
the falt, which were paid at Barryfeul Chokey be- 
longing to the Shahbunder, amounted to near 
30,000 rupees ; at prefent, the people of the Fac- 
tory have difpoffefled the Cufhmeer merchants, 
and have appropriated all the falt to themfelves. 
Pleafe to write to the Gomafttahs of the aforefaid 
places to defift from exercifing any authority there. 











Tranflation of the Governor's An- 


oe pss 
fwer tothe abcve Letter ™ 





Etave been honoured with the receipt 
I Excellency’s letter, and underitand th cal 
cortents. Agreezbly to your def WHI wr. 
to the Chiefs of the Factories, to grant a Compa- 
ny’s Dufituck upon the purch d fale of all 
fhipping goods, and that ncy ‘fhoiwuld deal like 
other merchants in fuch goods as are “oughe and 
fold in different parts of the country for the inland 
trade. ... That they muft not give a Company’s 
Duftuck, but muft pay a duty of 9 per eent. up- 
on the purchafe of the goods, in lieu of all de- 
mands at the Chokeys, &c. into the Bukfhbunder, 
or Shahbunder, and take a Duftuck from thence, 
and not be guilty of any violence or extortion. I 
hope that you, on your part, will give orders to 
the Fougedars ard other officers of the Sircar, 
that they are not to give.any interruption to the 
purchafe and fale of fhipping-goods, with which 
there will be a Company’s Duftuck, nor. to make 
the iexft demand upon then; and that they muft 
sby MO means interrupt tjie .—purchafe and fale of 
the inland trade, but muft grant a Duftuck for 
C 4 the 

















The Prefident left Moneng tire 2..th of December, ta 


return to Calcutta, immedia€®ly after the delivery of this. 
letter to the Nabob. 
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the goods afrer having taken the {ftipulated duty ` 
upon the purchafe price agreeably to your com- 
mands ; and that the Darogas of the Chokeys mutt 
only take a copy of the Duftuck, and make no 
demands. 

I have already wrote to all the Chiefs of the 
Factories, not to opprefs the ryots and inhabitants 
of the Pergunnas, nor protect your dependents, 
nor make any difturbance in the affairs of the 
Sircar. I will now again write particularly to the 
Chiefs ; and frefh orders fhall likewife be fent t 

Gomafttahs, to defift from fuch prc, 

to look upon the officer of the Sircar. 
roper magiftrate ; and jn cafe of any dif- 
t vances ‘or difputes, to appear before him and 
there fettle theni. You wil give orders to your 
Fougedars and officers, that they muft behave 
to the GomafiaksS ith rruth and uprightnefs, and 
act without partiality; if any one makes a com- 
plaint agza.:nft a Gomaftah, that they muft. fend 
for the Gomatitah, and decide the difpute ; and in 
cafe of a Gomattah’s making any complaint, that 
they muft take that likewife into confideration, 
and decide it. 

I have wrote to the Chiefs ef Chittagong and 
Luckypoor, that they muft not work the falt- 
pans themfelves, nor interrupt the merchants and 
renters of the falt-pans who pay the government's 
rents, but purchafe fram them whatever they 
want to purchafe ; I accordingly fend you inclofed 
two letters for the faid Chiefs. | | 
Orders fhall be fent the Chiefs and Gomaf*ahs 
of the Factories, not t#arent nor purchafe any lands 
nor to lend to, nor borre®w money from the Zemin 
dars and officers of th Sircar, and that they muft 
give up whatever ‘E'aaiucs they may have hereto- 
fore purchatfed. will pleafe to give orders, 
‘that the purck ife-morpy fhould be returned p 

ut 
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but I have received complaints from feveral places, 
that the officers of the Sircar infit upon the 
former collections, and beat, and bind, and im- 
prifon the people. Such proceedings are contrary 
to juftice; you will therefore give them orders to 
return the purchafe-money, and by no means to de- 
mand the paft accounts. 

‘The Chiefs and Gomaftahs of the Factories 
fhall be ftrictly enjoined not to ob{ftruét the dilolls 
and weavers of the Sircar. 

If it is not agreeable to you, that the money and 
bullion of the Englifh gentlemen and «œ maftahs, 
{hould be coined in the Patna and Daci m. ‘+s, and 
it occafions a Jofs to the Sircar, you mive 
orders to your Drogas there, nor to rem.ve “om 
them any money or bullion fer -coinme>ys yet rhe 
Shroffs, upon being acquainted with this, will de- 
mand as much batta as they p:cafe, by which 
means the Company’s bufinefs wil be ftopt; I 
hope, therefore, that you will write .~œ the Naibs 
ef Moorfhedabad, Patna, and Dacca, that the 
money of the Englifh Company and gentlemen 
muft pay batta according to the rate of the Bazar, 
and that they muft punifh the Shroffs in cafe of 

their demanding more. 

‘Ihe Gomattahs at Gwalpara, fhall be ftriétly 
charged to carry on their commercial bufinefs as 
formerly, and not to trade themfulves with the 
Mountaine¢is, “but to make all their purchafes 
and fales through the hunds of the Droga of the 
Sircar. You will pleafe to enjoin the Droga to 
deal with the Englifh Gomaftahs in the fame 
mananer as with other m chants. 

T he following is a co »y of the Prefident’s anfwer 


to the Patna Deputy’s reprefentations, of which 
anfwer Mr. Ellis had a cwry. 
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Uaz: Tranflation of the Governor’s Letter 


zo Rajah Nobit Roy. 
Dated 5 Jat. 17032. 


Have read your feveral papers of requefts. A- 
I greeably to what you write concerning the abo- 
lifhing of Colonel-gunge, I have direéted Mr. ELl- 
lis to abolifh it; accordingly, from this day, the 
merchants have been forbidden to bring their 
goods ta -' faid Gunge ; but as it ts neceilary to 
keep? na.n quantity of grain, on the Company's 
accourt.’ that it may be ufed in a time of fcarcity, 
Ib etherefore directed Mr. Els to build Go- 
lahs on fuch- places 4s you fha#l affign for that pur- 
pofe, and to purchafe from the :nerchants of Co- 
lonel-gunge 2¢5V¥0u naunds of grain to be laid up 
there on the Company’s accounts; after which, 
whatever quantity they may have remaining, they 
may fell agreeably to their own pleafure, or carry 
it to the government’s Gunges, and layit up there. 
If they defire to ferve the Company as heretofore, 
it’s well; and if they are defirous of fetrling in 
any of the Sircar’s Gunges, they have liberty fo 
to do. When you have fixed upon a place for 
erecting the Golahs, vou will fend a fervant with 
a note to Mr. Ellis, and you will allow what time 
may be neceffary for removing the grain from 
the old Golahs to the new ones, that no unrea- 
fonable lofs may fall upon the merchants. 

With regardto what your write about notholdizg 
any T’aalucs, nor lendi} to, nor borrowing ¥rom 
the officers and Zenwitars’ orders have been given 
to this purport, and I urterf{tand that no body has 
done fuch things; hd væver, I have now repeated 
thofe orders. 






















You 
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You fay that numbers of merchants carry away 
goods for fale under the protection of the Factory, 
and that I fhould enquireinto this matter. ...Ithas 
of old been cuftomary that a Duftuck fhould be 
granted with whatever cloth, &c. is purchafed by 
the merchants from the Englifh Company and 
gentlemen, and that they fhould accordingly carry 
away the goods and fell them wherever they pleafe. 
This is no new cuftom, and this is the only pro- 
fection offered them. 

You complain that the merchants cary away 














goods, the produce of this country, frog Fac- 
tory into the provinces. ... With regali fuch 
oods as are bought and fold in the coun the 





abob and I have agreed, that a certain duty ihaH 
be paid for them at once, according to the pur- 
chafe price; when this regulation fhall every where 
take place,noduties willbe demanded aiponthe road. 
I underftand what you write abou fhutting up 
the Burbanna wicket of the Fort, and cxncerning 
the intrenchment by the river fide, and I have feen 
both the places in queftion. “Fhe intrenchment 
by thè river fide is very proper; as to the fhutting 
the wicket, though there doe not appear to be 
any great neceffity for it, and the going round a- 
‘bout will be an inconvenience to the people of the 
Factory; neverthelefs, as it is the Nabob’s order, 
do it whenever you pleafe, no boty will ob- 
ftruct you. 
Zein-ul-aubudeen, the Aumil of Bahar, writes, 
that a Gomaftah of the Faétory took an obliga- 
tien from one Deynehund a merchant, that no- 
body fhould buy Opium hefides the Englifh Fac- 
tory. I afked the Aumi} ‘in y sur prefence, and in 
that of feveral merchants, whether he had a copy 
of the obligation or not, anfwered, that Dyne- 
hund complained to him. rkaeuc -znymadoo an En- 


ss glifh Gomaftah had taken at obligation from 
< him, 
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«<< him, and had forbid him trading in Opiun, 
<< and that therefore, it could not be expected 
< he fhould pay the ufual duties :? and that he 
Shewed him a copy of the obligation, bur did not 
leave it with him. Now, it is uncertain whether 
this ftory be true, or whether the merchant was 
prompted by his own intereft to impofe upon the 
Aumil, that he might avoid paying the duties. It 
is therefore proper, you fhould fend for the mer- 
chant and enquire into the affair, in prefence of 
Mr. Ellis, whom I have direéted to inflict a pro- 
per pu’ ithment upon the Gomaftah, in cafe the 
comr ain. ‘is proved; and in cafe it appears to be 
ianc y ta On your pert fhould inflict a proper pu- 
niflymeise upon the merchant. 

With rsgard tothe Sircar’s falt, that is in the 
hands of Meer Mahomed Afhruff, it appears 
from the acqount he fhewed me, that he has in 
different places difpofed of 23,596 maunds, and 
that he Mow remaining upon his hands 27,333 
maunds: l enquired of himin your prefence what 
was the reafon of his having difpofed of fo {mall 
a quantity only in fuch a length of time; he re- 
plied, that ‘** in many places there was íalt be- 
<< longing to Englifh gentlemen, and it was not 
in his power tō ftop the fale of their merchan- 
= ize, ir Order to difpote of the Sircarss and 
<< that norawithftanding the obligation entered 
into by the merchants of the city, the officers 
of feveral of the reighbouring places did not 
put a {top to the bufinefs of other merchants, 
<< fo that it was impoffible he fhould fell fhe 
<e Government's falt an advanced price, ev hilt 

they fold their’s wt t:e former price.” As the 
bufineis of the merchats of the city has been 
{topt here for thre r four months, by which 
they have fuffere atly, and as they will be en- 
f:rely ruined if their oO ifineis continues to be fo 

| {topt, 
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ftopt, I would therefore advife you to take back 
what falt of the Sircar’s remains unfold, and to 
difpofe of it at the market price, for the Nabob 
will by no means approve of injuring the mer- 
chants. You fhould examine Meer Afhruff’s ac- 
count, whether he has fold agreeably thereunto, 
or more than is therein fpecified ; in cafe he has 
fold more, it is reafonable that you fhould take 
from him whatever money he has received for it 3 
but if his account be juft, he is not in fault ; receive 
the money from him accordingly, and make no 
further demands; I fhall acquaint the,Nabob of 
‘all thefe particulars, and he will infer:. you of 
his pleafure. 

You defire Mr. Ellis may be directed not to fend 
any money or bultion to the mint to becoined. This 
affair is within the limits of your authority; give 
orders to the Droga of the mint, not to receive 
any money or bullion that may be brought by the 
fervants of the Factory to be coined, and write to 
Mr. Ellis, that if he chufes it, you will coin money 
for him on the fame terms as for other merchants, 
or elfe that he may exchange it at the Bazar price. 

I underftand what you write concerning the re- 
venues of Burrumpoor village, «nd Nuzzurana for 
the falt-petre ; fome thoufand rupees were at dif- 
ferent times paid by the Company to Rajah 
Ramnarain’s army, of which I faw the particuiars 
in the Compeny’s books; and I have direéted Mr. 
Ellis to make out the account, and after having 
deducted Rajah Ramnarain’s debt, to pay the bal- 
lance into the Sircar’s treafury. 

it is proper, that you frFould look upon me as 
one interefted in your welfare, and let me have 


r pleafure of hearing f om yeu every now and 
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W, 3-—Copy of a Letter from the Council foe 
the Governor and Mr. Hafttings. 


Dated 27 Dec. 1762. 


E have received your letter of the 15th in- 

{tant ; we have paid due regard to the 
fubftance thereof; but as the articles now drawn 
up, or that may be concluded on, muft in all 
probability prove the itandard and limitation of 
our inland trade for all future years, we think it 
is a mærer. which fhouJd be maturely confidered; 
and tetermined on by a full Board. We have 
aherefore ordered the letter to liy on the table un- 
cil the Prefident’s return to Calcutta, when we 
fhall come to a final refolution pn the fubject, and 
would on that account recommend his leaving 
Mr. Haftings with the Nabob to ratify fuch ar- 
ticles as may’ be then agreed on. 

And as we think further, that the opinions of 
as many of the members of the Board fhould be 
taken in this matter, as can be conveniently col- 
lected, we beg leave to advife the Prefident’s 
talking with Mr. ifllis for that purpofe. 
We fhall write to Luckypoor, agreeable to what 
you recommend, regarding the Zemindary of 
Bauboopoor, and alfo forward to Dacca the or- 
ders on Mahomed Aly. We mutt however re- 
mark, that we were in hopes from the manner the 
Prefident exprefied himfelf in a former letter, that 
Mahomed Aly would have been difmiffed from his 
employ with difgrace and obliged to make re- 
{tictution for the damages fuftained, by the Uelays 
he had occafione@3 an we muf{t needs fay, that 
we think, thefe are posrits which ought {till to be 
infifted on, as we caanot efteem his being ordered 
to refund the extorted duties as any fatisfaction, 


becaufe 
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becaufe we cannot fee any right or authority, that 
he (Mahomed Aly) had to exact thefe additional 
duties, or caule the interruptions he did, until a 
treaty of the nature now propofed had been con- 
cluded. 


X, 3-—Extraé of a Letter from the Governor 
to the Counctl. 


Dated 15 Jan. 1763. 


ITH refpect to Mahomed Aly, the Dacca 

Collector, I could not refufe a propoficion 
fo reafonable as what the Nabob made, that is, 
that he fhould hive an opportunity of anfwéring 
for himfelf. Inc ofed, I fend you copies of his 
addrefies to the Nabob on the fubjeét of the 
complaints againit him. Mirza Aly Reza is ap- 
pointed Ameen, to go and enquire upon the ipot, 
and orders fhould be fent to the Chiefs at Dacca, 
Chittagong and Luckypoor, to prod-sce what 
proofs they can of the faéts complained of to the 
iaid Ameen. 

I can venture to affure you, the Nabob will not 
be backward in punifhing Mahomed Aly, if he 
proves guilty. “Toorutfing, the Aumuldar of 
‘Tangepoor, having been convicted of killing Mr. 
Gray’s Gomattah, has received fentence to be hang- 
ed at the place where the violence -was commit- 
ted; and Sheer Aly Cawn, for endeavouring to 
{creen him and his ill bemaviour to our Gomattahs 
in general, will be difmiffed from the government 
ef Purnea. 

 obferve what you mention concerning the in- 
land trade to Mr. Haftinrgs «and me jointly. T'he 
Company’s Duftuck never having been granted 
for thofe articles of tradety’any former Governors, 
neither fhal] I think myfeir c.npowered to grant 
them 
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them without the orders of our honourable maf- 
ters; and therefore to prevent our being liable to 
have our goods ftopt for duties at many different 
places, as is the cafe with the country merchants, 
I wifhed to have thofe duties made up in the 
moít reafonable manner into one fum, to be paid 
at one place before the difpatch of the goods. 
After getting what informations we could, I agreed 
with the Nabob, that they fhould be rated at g 
er cent. upon the purchafe price, which being 
paid before the difpatch of the goods, and the 
Duftuck of the country Government taken, they 
fhould be liable to no further demands throughout 
the three provinces. You will .bferve, that this 
is lefs than what the Luckypoor gentlemen in their 
letter of the 6th of November .aft mention, they 
have always paid upon falt and tobacco, which 
are the principal objects of this trade. In my 
way down, I took an account from the agents 
of fome Patna and Hougly merchants of what 
they haa paid, and were liable to pay for the falt 
under their charge, by which you will perceive 
that the Sircary duties only, without reckoning the 
Duftore taken at the feveral Chokeys, amount, by 
the loweft of the feveral informations, to more 
than 25 rupees per 100 maunds. I have fent a 
Copy of this account to the Nabob, and recom- 
mended to him to free the merchants in general 
from fuch a variety of demands, by receiving 
from them in like mannera reafonable rate of 
cuftoms in one place only. 


Eee Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cartier 


to the Council. 






















































Dated 9 Jan. 1763. 


EIN G called upon py the council of this 


Factory for an explanation of a letter wrote to 
Mahomed 
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Mahomed Aly, Colleétor of the revenues of Dac~ 
ca. I chink proper, with the confent of the gentle- 
men here, to addrefs myfelf to the Board on this 
occafion, and at the fame time do declare the 
pleature it affords me, to vindicate any part of 
my conduct that may appear dark or mytterious 
before fo juft a cribunal. 

The letter addrefled to Mahomed Aly was 
wrote and fent to him the goth of October, a copy 
of which, and his anfwer, 1 forwarded to Mr. Van 
Sittarr. The fame was received by that gentle- 
man during his abode at the French gardens. 

When an entire interruption was put to all com- 
merce, our {ervan s plundered and ufed ill, the 
flag grofsly infulted even in the city, and almoft 
under our eyes, when our intercourfe to Calcutta 
by letters was one time ftopt, in what fhape was 
I co aét but in the manner I did? Mahomed Aly 
was pointed out by the whole country, as_ the 
principal encourager of thefe grievances anda infults. 
in my applying to him for redrefs by the Dewan 
and Vackeel of the Factory, he conftantly denied 
having the leaft hand in them. I therefore thought 
ic beft in fuch a fituation of affatrs, to apply my- 
felf to him by letter, and to demand a pofitive de- 
claration as to the caufe of thefe difturbances. “he 
anfwer was fuch as might be expected from an in- 
triguing: man. in every refpect evafive and unf{atis- 
factory. | 

You think, gentuemen, the ftile of my letter 
was ratherimproper, and tending to promote thofe 
evis which you have taken fo much pains to re- 
medy, namely, a jealoufy and diftruft. I muft 
beg leave, gentlemen, to diffent from you in this 
opinion, and maintain, that the extravagant and 
vexatious behaviour of the government was the 
caufe of thofe evils, and raifed,I may venture to fay, 
both jealoufy and diftruft in every breaft. In fuch 
a conjuncture, I think, an Englhfihman cannot 
fpeak 
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{peak too bold. I only wrote what I imagined 
would have had a proper effect on the mind of a 
man, who I fuppofed acted from his own judg- 
ment, and without a legal order. The fyftem of 
the prefent government muit be entirely changed 
within thefe laft twelve months, if the ears of the 
officers in it are too delicate to bear with a warm 
remonfttrance. I can conceive my letter to Maho- 
med Aly to be nothing more, and confidering the 
importance of the affair, not too warm. As Chief 
of the Factory, I efteemed it my particular duty 
to fupport thofe privileges our nation are inveited 
with ; and had I tamely fubmitted to fuch a grofs 
invaGion of them, without an: endeavour on my 
fide to procure redrefs, I thirk I flhhould be un- 
worthy of the poit I hold, anu defervedly defpifed 
by the generality of the world. 

I hope, gentlemen, the above will be fufficient 
to afcertain to you, the juft motives that induced 
me to write the faid letter, and fatisfy you (confi- 
dering the occafion) the ftile of it was not aktogether 
improper. ‘The original letter I now incloie you 
from which the Perfian tranflation was made, tho” 
the purport of it is little different from the copy 
fent up in your general letter. 


Z.3-——Lopy Sf a Letter from Mef. Jobn- 
{tone and Hay fo the Ceuncil. 






































Dated 14 Jan. 1763- 


E have received the copy of a letter wrote 
by the Prefident to the Board, complain- 
ing of Mr. Bolss s conduct in writing a letter in 
the name of Johnftone, Hiay, and Bolts, to the 
Purnea Phoufdar, reprefenting the grievances and. 
opprefiions that our Gomaftahs met with in trani- 
acting our bufinefs in that country, and afferting: 


the privileges of the Phirmaund 5 and atthe fame 
time 
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time recommending to you, to inflict a cenfure or 
punifhment on Mr. Bolts for the fame. Wethere- 
fore think it necefflary to our duty to inform you, 
that Mr. Van Sittart, when he cait the whole of 
that cranfaction on Mr. Bolts, did it not with any 
good reafon, as we were both acquainted with the 
contents of the letter, and of its being fent; 
and we cannot help thinking, from the terms of 
his letter, thatit was wrote with nootherdefign, than 
to fhew how blameable we were in his eyes, and 
how we ought to be treated; but we hope you, 
gentlemen, will judge otherwife. We are fo far 
trom thinking wrth the Prefident, that it is crimi- 
nal to affert the privilege of the Phirmaund, thas 
we think every cre that does not, little deferves 
the benefit of it, and that it’s being afferted in pri- 
vate letters can never weaken the Company’s go- 
vernment, or prove prejudicial to their true inter- 
efts. The juftice of our Gomaftah’s crmplaints 
to which we refer, and which gave occafion to our 
detter to Sheer Aly Cawn, will appear by his an- 
f{wer, in which he acknowledges, that by the Na- 
bob’s orders our trade fhall be entirely confined 
to that of ready money purchaies, contrary to the 
eftablifhed cuftoms throughout che country ; and 
which mutt of confequence put a {top to all trade, 
or fetter it in a manner unknown before in the 
worft of times ir: Bengal. 

Our letter, as tranflated by Mr. Gulfton, which 
we now lay before the Board, we hope will prove 
unexceptionable ; for when it is faid, in cafe we 
did not find an end was put to the oppreffions 
complained of, that we would make application 
to the Nabob for redrefs for ourielves and others; 
it is not to be imagined, that we fhould have pro- 
cured this «pplication ta the Nabob otherwife 
than from your Board; and this was our inten- 
tion. But Mr. Van Sittartc is of a different opini- 
on, and takes great oe at its being faid = 
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be defigned to be done in the Englifh name, and 
redreis obtained for others. Had he thought 
proper co have mentioned it to either of the part- 
ners refiding in Calcutta, he might have been ía- 
tished there was no bad defign in ufing the word 
others, but that it was introduced entirely by mif- 
take. And we have reaion to think Mr. Van 
Sittart was not unacquainted with the contents of 
thac letter before he left Calcutta, as our Gomaftftahs 
wrote us after the receipt of the letter, the 
Phouzdar would not fend us his anfwer till it was 
approved of by the Prefident, for which purpofe 
it was fent by the Phouzdar, with one of his own 
to Calcutta, and we did not receive the antwer till 
fome days after Mr. Van Sietari’s departure from 
Calcttta. | 
The unwillingnefs the Prefident had to believe 
complaints of this nature, and more particularly 
that they were owing to the Nabob’s orders, in- 
duced us to addrefs Sheer Aly Cawn in the manner 
we did, to fee whether he would anfwer us as he 
had done our Gomaftah, and on this to have a 
foundation for applying to your honourable Board 
for redrefs. You will pleafe to remark, that Sheer 
Alty Cawn reprefents dadney advanced for goods, 
as money let out at intereft ; which latter bufinefs, 
our Gomattah never carried on, and we can’t con- 
ceive that the mifbehaviour of a few Gomattahs 
in that or any other way, when proved, joined to 
the many cgroundlefs complaints of the govern- 
ment, fhould be efteerned itufficient caufe for the 
WNabob toufurp, or we to give up the privilegesof the 
Englifh Company in this country when atthe fame 
time fo many well grounded caufes of complaints 
have been given by the fervants of the Nabob to 
thofe, who, by the Company’s indulgence, have the 
privilege of Duftucks, and of courfe exemption 
from all duties, and their protection. That thefe 
privileges for feveral months have been greatly in- 
fringed 
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fringed in fome parts, and entirely taken away in 
others by the country governincnr, is what we, as 
well as moit Englifh tracters except the Vrefalene, 
have ieverely icit in their private fortunes. 

We received a letter from our agent, Mr. 
Robinion, at Gualpara, informing us, of the diš- 
ficulties he laboured under from the obftecies 
thrown in the way of our trade, and the danger 
with which he was threatened by the Phoufiiar of 
Rungamatty, which he reprefented as greatly to- 
mented and increafed by the arrival and practices 
of one Gongaiam Metre, who was come there in 
Augulft, and aliumed to himitelf on the ftrength of 
his Perwanah tre'm the Governor, the office of in- 
quifitor and tup:rvifor of the agents, of the Eng- 
lifh, &c. in thot: parts. The Perwanah, extracts 
of Mr. Robinfon’s letter, Gongaram Mexre’s let- 
ter to Mr. ‘Liexcira, and the letrer from the Run- 
gamatty Fouzdar to Mr. Robinfon, are fubmitted 
to your confideration. Some cf thefe. “ere for- 
warded to the Governor, requefting the necefiary 
redreís; in aniwer we have received through him 
a Perwanah trom the Nabob to the Fouzdar of 
Rungamatty, as by fubjoined tranflation, direét- 
ing him not to obftruct our trade, or collect duties 
on goods provided for exportation, or that come 
from Calcutta with a Duftuck, butto levy the 
ufual duties on other goods; and te fend to him- 
felf and to che Prefidentr, an account of the rates 
according to which they. pay. “This we humbly 
conceive is contrary to the articles of aur treaty 
with the Nabob, and reduces us again to thofe 

rivileges we enjoyed before the time of Meer 
Juffier Cawn, and which we imagine was not the 
fentiments of t:e mejority of the Board at the 
time the Prefident Ilef\ it. By this Perwanah, 
however, we have not gos the lealt fatisfaction icr 
the infuits and loffes we have iuitained by ob- 
itrućting our trade, both inland and Calcutta, but 
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on the contrary, it 1s left to the Phouzdar's dif- 
cretion, who has been guilty of the violences and 
loffes we complained of, to fix the rates of the du- 
ries on the different articles of inland trade, on 
which, to the beft of our knowledge, the Com- 
pany’s fervants that have traded there fince the 
treaty with Jaffer Aly Cawn never yet paid any, 
and of courfe there could be no cuftom to follow = 
—-which {cheme. fhould ic take place, would re- 
duce us on a foot (if not below the traders of the 
country) as is the wifh of the Governor’s agents 
in that part, probably in the imagination that this 
may be a means of throwing the whole trade into 
their hands by the extraordinary intereft Mr. Van 
Sittart has with the Nabob. : 

“Whatever opinion the Pretid: nt may entertain 
of Mr. Cartier, or Mr. Chevalier, they have had 
the happinefs hitherto to be e{teemed by every 
body that knows them. “The gentleman we fent 
up, Mr Robinfon, had the permiffion and ap- 
probation of the Boards we think therefore, if 
fuch grievances as were alledged againit E:nglifh 
agents and Gomattahs really exifted in thefe parts, 
the fubjeéting them co the fcrutiny and fupervifal 
of black dependants of whatever demonination, 
without the knowledge of the Board, was an in- 
dignity offered to it—to us, and to every gentle- 
man concernéd; and however the propagating 
fuch notions in this country may terve to ftrength- 
en the hands of government, we humbly conceive, 
it can give but a very odd opinion of the other 
members to whom it is jointly intrufted. 

In the courfe of the bufinefs we have carried on, 
we have met with the greateft impediments in àl- 
moit all parts, but in particular in Purnea, Rung- 
poor, diftricts of Gualparah, and Rungamatty, 
from the different Phreuzdars, Zemindars, Mr. 
Moore, Gongaram Metre, &c. the accounts of 
which, as we have received them from our agents, 
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we now lay before yous; and hope you will pro- 
eure for us that fatisfaction which we have hither- 
to been unable to obtain. 


A, 4.——Copy of a Letter from the Chicf ana 


Coumczl at Dacca foitbe Council. 


E did ourfelves the honour to write you 
yefterday, and have fince been furprized by 
the receipt of two papers (which come inclofed for 
your perufal) from the Nabob, and from Maho- 
med Aly of this place, who defired to be inform- 
ed what degree of regard we intended to pay the 
orders they contained; to which we replied, that 
we did not dare to acquiefce with the terms of 
thofe papers, as ‘tho Prefident and Council of 
Calcutta, on whorna alone it refted to give fanction 
to fuch commands, had not thought proper to 
tranimit us any fuch inftructions. We know not 
in what light you will look on thefe directions to 
the Naib of this place, but hope you wili approve 
the reply we made, and will pardon us the liberty 
of addrefiing a few lines on this fubjecét. The im- 
mediate circulation of thefe articles throughout 
the country will be attended with very bad confe- 
quences to the Company’s investments, and muft 
intirely ruin moft of us at this place, who on the 
faith of treaties or public indulgences have large 
concerns abroad, which never can be collected in, 
if thofe privileges without any previous notice 
' be tnatched from us. The protection of our Goma- 

ftahs and fervants from the oppreffion and jurifdic- 
tion of the ZHemindars and their Cutcherries has e- 
ves been found to be a liberty highly effential, both 
to the honour and intereit of our nation; and we 
apprehend the utility of it, for carrying on every 
kind of bufinefs, but afpecially the provifion of 
cloth, is fo well known tayou gentlemen, that it 
is necdief{s for us to add more, as you will at once 


R 4 per 

































a8 ORIGIN AL PAPERS 


perceive the numberlefs vexations and interrup- 
tions we fhall meet with, it the Zemindars have 
authority on every flight difpute, to fummon and 
confine our Gomiattahs, wherever they think pro- 
per. The injunctions with refpect to Duttucks 
affeét every article of commerce, except fuch as 
are imported on fhipping, Mr. Cartier being en- 
joined not to give one for any article, that is the 
produce of Bengal; and to pay a duty of nine 
per cent. to the Nabob, on every merchandize 
not brought in or fent by fea. ‘This furely can- 
not be meant, but the words feem tao equivocal 
not to make us wifh to have your fenfe of them 
on fo important a point. A duty once fixed could 
fcarce be a burden, but if added to this, we are 
fubjected to vexatious applications tothe Nabob’s 
officers for Duftucks, it will 'be a grievance we 
fhall indeed feel. The CGignity and benefit of our 
Duftucks are the chief badges of honour, or at 
Jeaft intereft, we erjoy from our Phirmaund, and 
has been held in fuch efteem, as to fec ureour ef- 
fects from thofe depredations, which the natives 
fuffer in pafling their goods through the country 3 
and if thefe new duties on all the produćts of the 
country are thoughr jut, may not the Nabob be 
properly fecured «f them by the Shawbunder’s re- 
ceipts for the cuftoms, being always affixed to the 
back of every Duftuck, previous to its being 
igned. ‘This will furely afcertain, in the moft 
ample manner, the duties to the Nabob, and free 
us from the principal grievance we can feel by 
their increafe. “The prohibition with refpect to 
‘Toffals, * is a reftraint not even put upon the Mo- 
guls and natives. The liberty of erecting acw 
ones fo far from being injurious to the Nabob, ab- 
folutely enhances his cutftoms, by clearing lands 
that would otherwife hawe been uninhabited; and 
the order to purchafe every thing for ready mo- 
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ney amounts nearly to an exclufion from all fuch 
branches of trade, as the vender will then impofe 
on us whatever prices they judge proper. 

With refpet to Affam, we muft beg leave to 
obferve, that the Nabob, or his Fougedar of Run- 
gamatty, can have no more right to regulate the 
terms of our commerce with the natives of that 
country than with thofe of China. AH the power 
he exerts over our Gomattahs is arbitrary and op- 
preffive, and neither juftice or ancient cuitoms 
can warrant fuch abufes, or regulate his officers in 
the colleéting of taxes. The whole direction is 
now referred to his Droga of Rungamatty. No 
duties have ever yet been paid on Lacks, Mug- 
gadooties, and other goods brought from Afam: 
thofe goods may furely be efteemed imports, when 
they are brought into Bengal, and may be intitled 
to our Duitucks. 

All our privileges, all our fortunes, and future 
profpeéts, depend upon the refult of your delibera- 
tion on thefe points; and we hope, let what will 
' be your fentiments, you will be pleafed to fufpend 
the execution of them till our prefent concerns are 
colleéted in, with our ancient indulgences. No 
treaty of commerce in any country has been car- 
ried into execution, or frefh d ities levied, without 
a previous declaration, for as long a term as was 
adequate to the fettlement of thofe concerns that 
were to be influenced by fuch new regulations; and 
we flatter ourfelves, that we fhall not become ob- 
jects of unexampled feverity on this occafion. T he 
trade of the fervants has ever been thought wor- 
thy of our protection, and we hope, if particular 
branches are now to be given up, we fhall {till be 
indulged withthe influence of your authority, and 
privilege of our Duftuck, till we can finifh our 
prefent engagements. If you refufe us this re- 
gueft, gentlemen, you mndo us at once, as the 
publication of thofe orders from Mongheer, with 
l the 
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the tamp of your authority, will fo affect our na- 
tional credit and influence in the country, as muít 
for ever difable us from collecting in the large 
fums we have outftanding. 

If we have obtruded on the Board more than 
is deemed fit, or prefumed in any partof this, to 
advife where obedience was due, we crave your 
pardon, and fhall be ready to pay the utmoft re- 
{pect to any orders tranfmicted by your Board. 


B, 4—Tranflation of the Governor's Letter fo 
the Nabob. 


OUR gracious Perwanah is arrived, and has 

à greatly honoured me. I am informed of all 
the particulars of your high commands. 
It fhall be written to the chiefs of our Factories, 
that they are to give a Daftac for the buying and 
felling of fhip merchardize, and merchandize 
that they buy and fell in every diftrict, for traffic 
in this country ; they are to do according to cuí- 
tom of otter traders and merchants, and not to give 
the Company’s Daftac. They are to take a Da- 
ftac from Buckfhbander or Shahbender, paying 
in upon the coft of the merchandize nine per cent. 
including wharfs; e#nd other receipts of cuftom, 
nor fhall they ufe ary manner of force or violence, 
extortion or unfair dealing. 

Ic.is hoped, that your Excellency’s Perwanah 
will be iffued out to the Foujdars and other offi- 
cers of the government; that the Company's 
Daftaec is to go along with the purchafe and fale 
of fhip merchandize, and they are by no means 
to ftop it or demand the fmalleft cuftom, nor” 
fhall they hinder the purchafe and fale of corp- 
modities for country trade; but they are to give 
Daftacs, receiving the duries on coft of the mer- 
ehandize, agreeable to your Excellency’s high 
command. And the WDarugahs at the Chokey’s 
are only to take copiex vf the Daftac without cde- 
manding any thing. Hieic- 
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Heretofore it was written to all the chiefs of 
our Factories, to forbid them injuring the country 
people and inhabitants of the Pergannahs, and 
protecting the dependents and fervants of the 
Sircar, and damaging the affairs of the Sircar. 
Now repeated directions fhall be fent, that they 
are to refrain from fuch proceedings, and further, 
confidering the officer of the government as ma- 
giftrate where they are, in cafe of any trouble or 
difputes happening, they are to appear before rhat 
magiftrate, and have them fettled. 

Let your Excellency’s inftruétions be {ent to 
the Foujdars and Officers, that they are to de- 
termine difputes of our Factors, with juftice and 
truth, without partiality. And if any one com- 
plains againft a Factar, to fend for him, and fettle 
the affair face to face; and if a Factor has a com- 
plaint againft any one, to confider it well, and fo 
determine it. 

It has been written to the chiefs of If'tamabad 

and L.uckypoor, that they fhall not make íalt 
works, nor hinder the merchants and farmers of 
the falt works, that pay revenues to the govern- 
ment, but buy what they want of them at a rea- 
fonable rate: the two letters to the chiefs afore- 
faid being inclofed with this addrefs. 
An order will be fent to the chiefs and fervants 
of all our Factories that they are not to farm or 
buy lands; and whatever they may have bought 
heretofore, to refign it. 

Let your Excellency’s order be pafied, that the 
price of the purchafe be likewife returned. 

But from feveral places there is come com- 
plaints, that the officers of the Sircar importune 
for former colleétions, and beat, bind, and con- 
— the people; which doings are far from being 
uft. 
Let your Excellency’s order be pafied, that they 
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return back the price of the purchafe, and never 
demand oid accounts. 

The chiefs and fervants of the Factories will be 
direéted, that they are not to hinder the brokers 
and weavers of the government. 

And, if your Excellency is not pleafed that the 
money and bullion of Englith gentlemen and their 
Faétors fhould be made into Siccas in the mints 
of Azimabad, and Jehangirnagarr, and by it 
there will be a lofs to the Sircar,; let the Darugahs 
of thofe places be ordered, not to receive the mo- 
ney and bullion of the Englifh to be made into 
Siccas. But upon hearing this, the money-chang- 
ers will demand as exchange juft what they want, 
and the Company’s bufinefs will be impeded by 
this means. 

It is hoped, that a Perwanah will be iffued out 
to the Naibs of Moorfhedabad, Johangirnagarr, 
and Azimabad, that the exchange on money of 
the Ergliih Company, and gentlemen, fhall be 
taken according to the market currency ; and in 
cafe of exaction, to bring the money-changers to 
punifhment.. 

Direétions will be fent to the Factor (Gomattah) 
at Gwallparah, that he is to traniact bufinefs of 
trafic as was cuitom heretofore, and he is not to 
trade with the people of the mountains; whatever 
he has to buy or fell in that place, he is to do by 
means of the officer of the governntent. Let your 
Excellency’s order be fent to the Darugah, that he 
is to deal with the Englifh Factors, as with other 
merchants. 


C, 4.—Tranflation of the Nabob’s Perwanah 
to Mahomed Aly Beg. 
May the Noble our well-beloved Mahomed Aly Beg 
remain in Flealth. 
N the month JenmAady-ath-thany, the 4th 
year of his Majg'tty’s reign, agreeing with the 
| 1176th 
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rr976th of the Hiegira, Mr Van Sittart came to 
vifit me at Mongheer, feeing that you wrote an 
excufe for not colleéting the balances in the coua- 
try, becaufe of the ditturbances of the Enzlith 
Factors; therefore all country difputes, anu the 
traffic of the Englifh Factors were icttled, and te 
Governor aforefaid has accordingly given me writ- 
ten fecurity under his own hand. As a copy there- 
of under feal of the magiftrate is fent inclofed, 
you are to aét in conformance to it, not differing: 
in a fingle point, either more or lefs from it. And 
further, you are to fhew the faid copy tothe F.nglifh 
gentlemen and their Factors,and tell them that they 
are to tranfact all bufinefs and affairs of trade ac- 
cording to the written fecurity, and inno wile are 
to ufe violence or extortion—-if they act contrary 
thereto, I will not fuffer fuch behaviour in the 
country, but will turnthem out... And youour well- 
beloved are to aét agreeable to this written fecurity. 
If any one of the Factors fhall brine to palisany thing 
contrary to this written fecurity, and caule a dif- 
turbance, you fhall remove him, and fend me a 
review of the cafe taken exactly without the feaft 
difference or difagreement. It is with much and 
earneft importunity that I procured a written íe- 
curity to this purpofe. ... And having ient Copies 
thereof to all my officers, and to you of noble rank, 
‘if you do not caufe bufinefs to go on agreeable to 
it in the diftricts fubjeét to you, I fhaill be very 
much offended with you,- nor will I in future pay 
any regard to your complaints, and take care to 
=€t agreedbie to this fingle writing, regarding it 
of as much force as writing a thouiand times. 
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D,4. —~Extraéé of Confultation of the razo of 
January 1763- (Prefent Mf. Amyatt, 
Hay, and Watts.) 

(The Dacca Letter with the Tranflation having 

been read.) 

S it appears from the confulJtation of the 22d 

of March, that it was then refolved to call 
tor the opinion of the field officers in a cafe which 
the Board efteem fimilar to this ; and asthey think 
that the iffue of the prefent matter muft highly 
concern the national honour, and the Company's 
bufinefs. 

Agreed, we fend for Major Carnac to the Board 
to take his feat, and affift in our deliberation on the 
fubjeét of thefe letters. E 

The major being come to the council-room, 
takes his feat at the Board. 

Read again the Dacca letter, dated the roth in- 
ftant, with the tranflates entered above of the two 
Perfian papers which were inclofed. 

The Board having maturely confidered the fame, 
are unanimoufly of opinion, that in the letter 
from the Prefident.to Coffim Aly Cawn, he al- 
fumed a right to which he was no ways authoriz- 
ed; that the regulations propofed by hin: are dif- 
honourable to us as FEnglifhmen, and tend to the 
ruin of all pSublick and private trade 3; that the 
Prefident, ifiuing out regulations independently of 
the Council, is an abfolute breach of their privi- 
leges ; and that therefore directions fhould be {fent 
to Dacca, to fufpend paying any regard to thefe re? 
gulations and orders which the Nabob has fent to 
their Factory. And as the Nabob h4&sdeclared, in his 
letter to the Naib of Dacca, that he will turn out 
thofe Englifhmen or their Gomattahs, who will not 
comply with thefe deftructive regulations. It ap- 
pears to the Board of the utmoft importance, and 
they are therefore further of opinion, that the 
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abfent members fhould be immediately called to 
Calcutta (excepting the Chiefs of Patna and 
Chittagong, whofe diftance from the Prefidency 
may render their coming inconvenient and preju- 
dicial to the Company’s affairs) that the whole 
may be confulted on a matter of fuch high conte- 
quence, and a plan be eftablifhed for the fecurity 
of our commerce, and for the proper conducting 
of the country correfpondence. 

Agreed, that we write accordingly in the terms 
of the above mirute to Dacca, Cothmbazar, and 
L.uckypoor, directing the Chiefs to repair imme- 
diately to Calcutta... .. But as the diftance from 
Burdwan is very fmall, and Mr. Johnftone’s pre- 
fence mult be abfolutely neceflary there at this 
feafon of the heavy collections. 

Agreed, that our letter to him be only to hold 
himfelf in readinefs to repair to Calcutta on re- 
ceipt of our further orders. 

The major withdraws. 

Mef. Johnftone and Hlay fend in a letter re- 
garding the Perfian letter which they wrote to Sheer 
Aly Cawn the Fougedar of Purnea—alfo copies 
and extracts of fundry letters and papers relative 
thereto. 

The fame being now read, the Board are of 
opinion, that they fufficiently account tor, and 
vindicate thofe gentlemen in that tranfaction. 

As the Prefident was not even now without 
hopes, that it might be in his power to prevent the 
execution of the defigns, which’ he faw were 
laid for breaking with the Nabob, hough he had 
mo other arms than the rectitude of his intentions, 
amd the propriety of the meafures which he had 
taken, to oppofe to prejudices and violence; he 
cefolved to anfwer with temper and coolnefs all 
the objections made, and to fhew the illegality of 
the proceedings of certain violent tempers, that 
if he could not bring then’: to reafon, he might 
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yet obviate any pretence, which they might form 
to bring on the intended rupture. Accordingly, 
at the next confultation he entered his anfwer and 
obfervations, as follows : 


D,4.a.——Copy of the Governor's Minute of 
the 1f: of February 1703. 

Have read, with great furprize, the minute of 

your confultation of the ı7th ultimo, upon 
Mef. Johnftone and Hay’s letter of the 14th, and 
upon the Dacca letter of the 10th, accompanied 
with my anfwer to the Nabob, upon the fubject 
of the propofed regulations for rhe private inland 
trade. I will endeavour to point out the wrong 
you have done me, and the injuftice, as well as the 
indecency, of the reflections with which Mef, 
Johnitone’s and Hiay’s faid letter is illed,and which 
I wonder fhould efcape your cenfure, much more 
that they fhould gain your approbation. 

The honourable the Court of Direétors, as well 
as their fervants here, have always underftood a 
diftingétion between the trade in articles zmported, 
and to be exported by /hipping and the private in- 
land trade; that is, the trade from place to place 
in the country, in commodities produced and con- 
fumed in the country, of which falc, betel-nut, 
and tobacco, are the chief articles. For the former 
trade, the Company’s Duffuck has always been 
granted ; but the /atter has been carried on 
withthe Duftuck of the coumtry government, and their 
Guties paid ; but thofe duties being different at 
different placgs, and even varied at the fame. 
place, according to the clifpofition and authority of 
the Nabob’s Collector, and the degree of force 
with which the Englifh Gomattah could back his 
refufai, a fixed regulation was thought necefflary 
to prevent the numberlefs difputes, occafioned by 
this commerce in different parts of the province. 
Our honourable maifters have exprefsly ordered 
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`n more than one of their letters, that the trade in 
falc, and betel-nut, flhhall not be carried on to the 
prejudice of the revenues of the country govern- 
ment; and yourfelves, gentlemen, in your letter 
of the 15th of November, tranfmitted me a lift 
of the Shawbunder duties ufually paid by the 
gentlemen at Luckypoor upon falt and tobacco, 
in- order to affift me ** in finally Jfettling thefe mat- 
ters with the Nabob upon a folid plan.” Can that 
plan be folid where nothing is fixed, and where 
the Englifh Gomattahs fhall be under no controul, 
but regarding themfelves far above the magiftrates 
of the country where they refide, take upon them- 
felves to decide not only their own difputes with 
the merchants and inhabitants, but thofe alfo of 
one. merchant or inhabitant with another; or is 
it poffible the government can collect their due 
revenues in {fuch circumftances? 

The plan for carrying on the private inland 
trade, contained in my letter to the Nabot, is the 
fame in fubftanice as the articles which, in my joint 
letter with Mr. Haftings of the 15th of Decem- 
ber, we mention to have propofed to the Nabob. 
It is fuch a plan, as feermed to us to be moft con- 
formable to the Company’s intentions in refpect to 
that trade, moftconfiftent with the rights and true 
interefts of their fervants here, and with common 
reafon and equity. And--I call on you, gentlemen, 
in the firít place, to prove that I have af/fumed a 
right to which Iwas no ways author#zed,~that the 
regulations propofed, are difhonourdble to you as 
Enelifobmen, or tend to the ruin of all publick or 
private trade; which are the terms ar which you 
have been pleafed to exprefs your opinion: and 
in the fecond place, to form a plan yourfelves which 
-fhall be more conformable to the good purpote be- 
fore-mentioned, and, without regard to which, lam 


- perfuaded our honourable mafters will not give the 
fanction 
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fanction of their approbation to this new trade ; 
form fuch a plan, gentlemen, and I will fubfcribe 
to it with pleafure, and engage the Nabob fhall 
do fo too. 

For my own part I think, that the onour and 
dignity of our nation would be better confulted 
by a fcrupulous and careful reftraint of our Duf- 
tuck, than by extending it beyond its ufual 
bounds, and by putting our Gomattahs under 
fome checks, than by fuffertng them ə exercife 
an authority in the country, every one according 
to the means put into his hands, and thereby 
bringing an cdium upon the name of the Englifh, 
by repeated violences done to the inhabitants. 

The Dacca gentlemen, in their letter of the 
zoth, reprefent, that they fhall fuffer greatly if 
fuch regulations take place. It*is not as to the 
duty they complain, but the being obliged to ap- 
ply to the WNabob’s officers for Duftucks, and 
having their Gomaftahs or fervants fubjecéted to 
the jurifdiction of the Zemindars or other Cutcher- 
ries. The gentlemen at Calcutta have never 
found any difficulty in getting the Hougly Duft- 
tuck for our falt to go up the country, nor have 
we ever thought it. either inconvenient or difho- 
nourable, to apply for it to the officers of the go- 
vernment. This is the only article we deal in here, 
that falls under the diitinétion of the inland 
trade. The Dacca gentiemen either do not of 
will not. uncgerftand that diftinction. They fay, 
<< The Chiel is enjoined (by the governor’s let- 
€: ter to the INabob) not to give a Duftuck far 
any artia@ic that is the produce of Bengal, and 
‘<< to pay a duty of g per cent. to the Nabob on 
< every merchandize not brought in or fent by 
<c fea.” The diftinétion mentioned in my letter 
to the Nabob its, that all goods imported, or for ex- 
portation by fhipping, Mall go as ufual with the 
Company’s Duttuck, and be fubjeét to no ae 
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of demands; and all goods the produce of this 
country for inland trade, thall pay duties to the 
country government and go with their Duttuck. 
Now orincipal articles of this inland trade are, 
as I have -pentioned in all my letters to the Board, 
falt, betel-nut, and tobacco, produced and bought in 
one part of this country, and fent to otber paris of 
the fame country, for /a/e and confumption. . . Ar- 
ticles which before the troubles we were forbid to 
trade in,» bet in which our influence {ince has 
enabled us to deal, although with many objec- 
tions from the country government, and frequent 
complaints from the country merchants who ufed 
to live by that trade; however, ## bas never been 
regarded as a part of our Firmaund privilege, and 
we have been contented to carry it on with the 
Duftucks of the country government, and paying their 
duties. The prefext regulation is intended only 
to give us a confirmed right to benefits heretofore 
always difputed, and upon terms which feem to 
me very reafonable. 
Now as to the Gomafttahs, it is propofed in 
my letter to the Nabob, that orders fhall be given 
to forbid them injuring the country people and 
inhabitants, or protecting the dependents and ter- 
vants of the Sircar; that im cafe of their having 
a difpute with, or complaint againft any merchant 
or inhabitant of the country, they fhall“lay fuch 
difpure or complaint before the officer of the go~ 
vernment, to be determined in the proper courte 
of the jurifciétion of the country. .... And in 
like manner, if any one fhhould have a difpute 
with, or complaint againfi the CGomattah, the Go- 
mattah fhail appear before the offcer of the go- 
vernmment to have it fertled In both cafes, if 
the Gomattah thinks himfelf aggrieved by the 
decion, he may apppez! to his employer, and 
he to the governor at Calcutta. Nothing here is 
meant to affect, nor can affeét our rights over the 
S 2 weavers 
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weavers who receive advances for the Company’s 

cloths; and who having nothing to do with rents. 

or employments under the country government. 

are not underfitood to be their dependents or fer- 

vants, and therefore may and ought to be pro. 

tected againít any unjuft demands of the govern- 
ment’s officers, at the difcretion of the Chiet of 
the Factory, to which they belong. But it is not 
to thefe Gomaftahs fo many acts of oppreffion 
are charged, their bufinefs is plain and fimple; 
they have only to make the ufual advances to the 
weavers, and fee that they perform their contracts 3s 
and being immediately under the eye of one or 
other of the Factories, they cannce be guilty of 
great extravagancies. “~The complaints come from 
the diftant corners of the province, as Rungpoor, 
Purnea,: Dinagepoor, Rungamatty, (Gualparah, 
Sillet, Backergunge, &c. where, if thofe com- 
plaints are true, the Englifh Gomaftahs being 
under no controul of their matters, defpife and 
iJ] treat tne officers of the government, fet them- 
felves up for judges and magiftrates, hear difputes 
between the inhabitants and extort fines, force the 
merchants to buy their goods at more than the 
market price, and to fell what they require as much 
below it. The complaints I have received of this 
fort are innumerabhke. I have done my utmoft to 
find outwe truth, and get redrefs, and put an end 
to them by forwarding copies to the Chief of 
the Faétory, neareft th= place where the caute of 
complaint has arifen, and defiring him to enquire 
into it; but for the mcit part, I have had no other 
fatisfaction, than the Gomaftah’s flat denial of the 
fact. The places being very diftant, a proper exa- 

mination of witneffles is almoft impoffible, either 
before this Board, or any of the fubordinates. How 
then are fuch difputes to be fettled, or the truth difí- 

covered: I am far from faying, that the method 

I have propofed is free from objećtion, becaufe I ao 

ve 
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very fenfible many of the officers of the govern- 
ment will not exercife their authority impartially, 
and many will gladly take every opportunity of 
obftructing our Gomattahs, and particularly in this 
new commerce; but I cannot think of a better 
plan, and it is certainly more agreeable to reafon, 
and the praétice of all nations that the jurifdiction 
fhould be in the hands of the proper officers of the 
government than our agents and Gomattahs, who 
are permitted to refide there only as trading Factors, 
and where neither the laws of our country, nor the 
powers intrufted to us by the Company, give us 
any judicial authority. 

I wifh, gentlemen, you may form a better plan, 
fince you do not approve of mine, but if it fhould 
appear, that this,trade cannot be carried on without 
invefting ou Gomatftahs withan armed force, and 
authority to exercife that force over the inhabi- 
tants at their difcretion, I think it fhould be for- 
bid, and we content ourfelves with carrying our 
trade as far as the Company carry their’s ; and fo 
far we fhall be fure of the protection of their force, 
under the direétion of one or other of the Fac- 
tories, who will be anfwerable to the Board for 
the ufe they make of them, which the Gomattahs 
are not, and therefore fuch an authority fhould 
mot be trufted in their hands. 

Mefirs. Johnftone and Hay compiain, that I fent 
a perlan to enquire into the truth of-the complaints 
againit the Englifh Gomaitahs in the country, 
and they dignified a poor Banyan with the title of 
Ingquifitor. My letter to thofe gentlemen, from 
Mongheer, will fhew the only authority with 
which that perfon was invefted ; and as they have 
not laid before you a copy of that letter, I have 
fubjoined it hereunto, under Ne 1, as it is at leaft 
as material as fome Qf thofe pieces they refer to. 
As foon as this inquifitor returns, his report fhall 


be laid before you ; and as every ftep I can — 
or 
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for the redrefs of the inhabitants of the country is 
complained of as an incroachment upon the pri- 
vileces of the Englifh, and alo proves ineffectual, 
I fhall for the future lay all fuch petitions from the 
inhabitants before the Board, hoping that, by your 
Fefolutions, fome effectual method will be provid- 
ed for reitraining the exceffes of the Gomaftahs. 
The moft material of thofe that have lately been 
prefented to me are hereunto annexed, from 
Ne 2, to N°, 113 and I think the putting a ftop 
to any abufes that may be practifed under the au- 
thority of the Enghfh flag is an attention fo worthy 
of this Government, that one or more members of 
the Board, or fome of the fenior fefvants, fhould 
be fent to inform themfelves upon the fpot, how 
far the complaints are true, and make the report 
to the Board. 
Mefirs. Fohnftone and Hay afferr,- that the 
Wabob’s ordering the Rungamatty Fougedars to 
receive the ufual duties on goods for inland trade, 
is contrary to the articles of our treaty. with the 
Wabob, and reduces us again to thofe privileges 
we enjoyed before the time of Meer Jaffier. I 
have referred more than once to the treaty with 
the Nabob Jaffer Aly Cawn, and do not find that 
it graneg us any new privileges of trade ; and co- 
lonel Tivc, who certainly underftood that treaty 
as well asany one, never would grant a Duftuck 
for falt, or any: othér article of trade, whick had 
not ufually been granced hy former Governors. 
Mefirs. Johnftone and Hay infinuate, throughout 
their letter in terms not to be mifunderftood, that 
my reafon for wifhing to reftrain other gentlemen's 
Gomattahs, is, that my own may have the more 
power, and procure ror me the greater profit. Al- 
though I am fatisfied that fuch infinuations would 
obtain bur little credit, yet it may not be impro- 
r to produce fome inftances, that I fuffer equal- 
fy with others when any obftructions do happen ın 
our 
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eur trade, and that Iam the firít to practice upon . 
my own concerns, the reftraint which #i think 
fhould be laid upon our Gomattahs in general. 
For the frt, I appeal to Mr. Amyatt, whether a 
number of boats of falt belonging to me, were not 
ítopt at Cutwa, by the collector of that Gaut at the 
fame time with others, and detained as longs 
and for the laft I refer you to my orders of the 
7th of December and roth of January, to Mr. 
Moore, my agent at Rungpoor, and Mr. Baillie 
at Rungamatty, of which copies are hereunto 
annexed, N°. 12, and 13. 
As you have been pleafed to give it as your 
opinion, that Mlefirs. Johnftone, Elay, and 
Rats, did properlw in writing a letter to Sheer 
Aly, the Fougeda of Poornea, in their own name, 
mitead of applvsagp to the Prefident, of courfe e- 
very other merchant will take the fame authority. 
I am by no means forry to be relieved from the 
trouble of fuch applications, yet I thirrkk it my 
duty, to give it as my opinion, that this entire 
levelling and equality will not be for the good 
of the Company’s affairs, nor for the benefit of 
the fociety, and therefore to declare my difappro- 
bation. 
One realon Mefirs. Johnfitone and FPiay give 
for writing this letter, deferves to be takten no- 
tice of, An unwillingne/s in the Prefraenrt to believe 
complaints of zor mature. I reaneft che Board will 
call on them, to produce any one ipftance, where 
I have either refufed or delayed to give them, or 
any other merchant, every affiftance they have 
afked of me, in the carrying on their private bu- 
faneis, and obtaining redrefs for their grievances. 
In fhort, gentlemen, their letter throughout is 
fo very injurious to me as a gentleman, to fay 
nothing of my ftation, that I fhould apply to you 
for juftice againft them, did I not perceive, that 
inftead of. fhewing your difpleafure at fuch beha-. 


viour, 
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viour, you have thought proper to give it the fanc- 
tion of your approbation. I refer therefore to the 
honourable the Court of Direétors, who, I am 
perfuaded will do me more juttice. 

I fhall be glad to fee the number of the members 
of the Board increafed, and wifh it could always 
be kept fo; but if I had propofed to fend for par- 
ticular members from the fubordinates to give 
their opinion on a particular fubject, 1 fhould fure- 
ly have been accufed of an intention to makea 
majority to carry a particular point; and it is a 
precedent, which may at fome time be applied to 
that purpofe, and therefore I think a bad one. 

As to the Major, he is to be a member of the 
Board, according to our hononrable maflter’s rdi- 
rections, when wilitary affairs umy are under debate. 
Etow the regulation of a mecuroa for carrying om 
our trade in falt, Betel-nut, and tobacco, can be 
brought under that title, [ cannot conceive, nor 
how he can be fuppofed to be a judge of fucha 
fubject. Yet, if you conceive his advice can be 
of ufe, I am far from objecting to his being pre- 
fent. The matter in queftion, is not with mea 

point of conteft or party ; I wifh only to fee fuch 

rules laid down, that the Nabob and we may 

know ws ™ proper limits, and prevent our fervants 

from wamereffling them, which will require time 

and patience, and much care and eafrention. The 

beft laws will ometimes be tranigrened , haliç che 

inconveniencies Whi arife from {fuch tranigreffi- 

ons, ought not to be objected again{t the laws 

themfelves, but againft the tranfgrefiors, who can, 
only be reftrained by the conftant care of govern- 

ment. 
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